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The Ohio legislature is currently considering a bill, SB 180, that would significantly restrict the 
ability of Ohio state agencies, including law enforcement agencies, to purchase and use the 
drone platform of their choice for the missions they are assigned based on where drones are 
manufactured. 

If this bill had been put into law last year, there would be a certain Mercer County resident that 
would likely not be alive today.  

A DJI drone was used by Les Bowen to help locate a 89 year-old Roger Stachler in a field. If Mr. 
Bowen had not been able to utilize his drone to find Mr. Stachler, the outcome could have been 
much more tragic.  

SB 180 would no longer allow any state agency to use DJI or Autel drones for such missions. 
And these are the drones that are used weekly to not only find lost Ohioans, but use to keep our 
First Responders safe during such things a SWAT barricade situations and structure fires that 
require a drone overwatch to direct equipment and personnel in order to safely approach that 
fire. 

SB 180 would restrict use to subpar drones that cost 3-10 times what current equipment costs. 
And these drones, while American made, are not up to the task of being reliable enough to be 
useful for these critical tasks. 

If SB 180 passes, Ohio residents and First Responders will be put at risk, and Ohio residents 
will be forced to pay taxes to replace the proven safe and reliable equipment already in the 
hands of state agencies, and used daily.  

Current models of drones that would be allowed under SB 180 are not reliable. SB 180 cannot 
pass. It will very likely cost the lives of Ohio citizens and First Responders. And if this passes, 
and you voted yes, would you be willing to go to the homes of a dead lost child, or dead 
Firefighter and tell them you’re sorry for taking the best tool available out of the hands of those 
who could have saved their family member? Will you be able to sleep at night after hearing of 
such a very likely incident on the news that evening?  



This isn’t about National Security. It’s about U.S. drone manufacturers and organizations that 
support them looking no further than their own bottom line. It’s that simple, and any testimony to 
that states otherwise is propaganda, if not an outright lie.


