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Chairman Patton, Vice Chair Schaffer, Ranking Member Antonio and esteemed members
of the Senate Transportation Committee,

Thank you for this opportunity. My name is Les Bowen, and | am the owner and operator of
Elite Drone Services LLC in Northwest Ohio. | am also a licensed commercial drone
contractor who works closely with law enforcement, fire departments, and emergency
management agencies to assist with search, recovery, and fire suppression.

I am here today to respectfully voice my opposition to Senate Bill 180, because this
legislation would directly endanger lives, reduce first responder effectiveness, and
jeopardize small businesses across our state that depend on this technology.

Just over a month ago, | was involved in the search and rescue of an 89-year-old manin
Mercer County. Using a DJI drone equipped with thermal imaging, | located him in a field
shortly before sunrise after he had been missing for approximately 36 hours and spent two
nights outdoors in the elements. The man was alive but in dire need of medical
intervention. Without that specific technology, the same technology this bill seeks to
prohibit, that man almost certainly would not have survived the day.

Senate Bill 180 appears to be part of a broader government initiative aimed at banning DJI
drones because they are manufactured in China, with claims that they pose a national
security threat. Yet, to date, | have not seen verifiable evidence to support that claim.
Meanwhile, these same tools are being used across Ohio and the nation to save lives,
protect officers, and increase efficiency during emergencies.

| ask you sincerely to consider the invaluable benefit of drones used to locate a missing
child or elderly person, enhance police officer safety, or assistin suppressing fires. Where
is the security risk in first responders using drones during manhunts, building searches,



accident scenes, or hostage situations to keep both officers and civilians safe? These
drones are a lifeline for our communities.

It’s also important to recognize that most of these agencies have already made a
substantial taxpayer funded investments in their current DJI fleets. Forcing them to scrap
perfectly good, functional equipment would result in hundreds of thousands of taxpayer
dollars wasted, followed by yet another massive taxpayer expense to purchase far less
capable replacements. The technology of domestically produced drones currently
available is just not comparable to that of the DJI equipment. This means shorter flight
times, weaker imaging, and reduced reliability, all of which translate into slower responses
and diminished chances of saving lives. That’s not fiscal responsibility; it’s doubling the
cost to the same taxpayers who have already paid for this technology once.

Beyond emergency response, | also operate as a commercial contractor who relies on
these same drones for inspections, mapping, and other professional services. If legislation
like Senate Bill 180 is allowed to dictate what first responders can and cannot use, | fear
that it’s only a matter of time before those same restrictions are extended to the private
sector.

Forcing first responders and business owners alike to abandon dependable, proven, high
performance equipment for less capable and more expensive alternatives is like forcing
someone out of a Cadillac and into a Volkswagen and then trying to call it an improvement.
It’s not an upgrade; it’s a step backward that risks lives, wastes resources, and undermines
Ohio’s commitment to innovation.

Ohio has always been a state that values practical solutions, innovation, and public safety.
Senate Bill 180 undermines all three. | urge this committee to oppose this legislation and
instead support policies that preserve our ability to use safe, proven, and effective
technology to protect our citizens and the first responders who serve them.

Thank you for your time, your service, and your consideration.



Sincerely,

Les Bowen

Elite Drone Recovery Services
Delphos, Ohio

419-204-2222



