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Chair Patton, Vice Chair Schaffer, Ranking Member Antonio, and members of the
Senate Transportation Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 334,
which designates The Officer Jacob J. Derbin Memorial Highway.

Jacob J. Derbin was born on June 4th, 2000, in Brooklyn Heights, Ohio. He
graduated from Cuyahoga Heights High School, where he was heavily involved in
athletics and known by his peers as a dedicated teammate and friend. After high
school, he attended Kent State University Police Academy to prepare for a career
in law enforcement.

Before becoming a police officer, Derbin proudly served in the Ohio Army
National Guard and was deployed overseas, including a tour in Kuwait with the
U.S. Army National Guard. His service demonstrated his deep commitment to
protecting others and serving his country.

On July 24th, 2023, Derbin joined the Euclid Police Department. At just 23 years
old, he was determined to provide the utmost safety and service to his beloved
community. He came from a family rooted in law enforcement, continuing a proud
tradition of public service.

On May 11th, 2024, Officer Derbin was tragically killed in the line of duty while
responding to a call for service. Even in his final moments, he demonstrated
bravery and selflessness. While being ambushed by a gunman, he warned other




officers of the gunman’s position after being wounded. His actions reflected the
very best qualities of those who wear the badge.

Officer Derbin’s loss was deeply felt throughout Northeast Ohio. He was a devoted
fiancé, son, colleague, and friend whose life was marked by integrity, and
compassion. Though his time in service was brief, his impact on his department
and community was lasting. So much so that he was awarded the Euclid Police
Department Medal of Honor. To further honor his legacy, the Village of Brooklyn
Heights and the City of Seven Hills, both bordering the street on which he grew up
and on which his family still resides, partnered to rename the street “Officer Jacob
Derbin Memorial Way.”

With the passage of this bill, the eastbound and westbound lanes of Interstate 480
between the point that the route crosses under Lancaster Drive and Interstate 77, in
Cuyahoga County, will be officially designated as the “Officer Jacob J. Derbin
Memorial Highway.” This designation will permanently honor his service and
sacrifice, ensuring that all who travel that corridor through the community he
faithfully protected remember his courage and dedication.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. I am happy to answer any questions.




