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Sponsor Testimony

H.B. 385 : Designate a portion of U.S. Route 22 in Harrison County as the "PFC Thomas "Tommy"
Pizzino Memorial Highway

Good afternoon Chair Patton, Vice Chair Schaffer and Ranking Member Antonio and fellow members of
the Ohio Senate Transportation Committee.

Thank you for allowing me to provide sponsor testimony for H.B. 385.

It is with deep respect and solemn pride that we recognize Private First Class Thomas “Tommy” Pizzino,
a native son of Hopedale and a true American hero.

On Thanksgiving Day 1965, PFC (Private First Class) Thomas “Tommy” Pizzino’s family received the news
that he had died while serving in Vietnam. Just days before, at only 20 years old, he became the first
Harrison County resident to fall in the Vietnam War.

PFC Pizzino had joined the Army earlier that year and first assigned to an engineers unit which later that
Summer became attached to the First Cavalry Division and then deployed to Southeast Asia.

PFC Pizzino was a member of C Company of the 1° Calvary Division’s 7" Regiment. This division was
involved in the heaviest fighting of the war against North Vietnamese in the LaDrang Valley in SE
Vietnam near the Cambodian border.

During his deployment, he wrote letters to his mother describing wading in hip deep rice paddies and
wearing the same clothes for days. He expressed that it would be difficult to write about the conditions,
but he would tell her when he would return home.

That homecoming never came. But his words, his bravery and his sacrifice will never be forgotten.

PFC Pizzino was awarded The Purple Heart and Bronze Star Medal for Valor posthumously for his heroic
action in military operations in the Battle of LaDrang Valley against an armed hostile force. A recognition
of the bravery that helped repel an enemy attack and protect the lives of his fellow soldiers.

As we name this portion of U.S. Route 22 in his memory, we do more than honor a fallen soldier. We
remember a son, a brother, a neighbor. A young man who answered the call when his county needed
him most.

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. | would be happy to answer any questions.



