Chair Patton, Vice Chair Schaffer, Ranking Member Antonio, and members of the
Senate Transportation Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent
testimony on Senate Bill 334.

My name is Dawn Derbin.
| am the mother of Officer Jacob Derbin.
Jacob was only 23 years old.

| never imagined | would be standing here in front of you... having to speak about my
son like this, instead of watching him live the life he was just beginning.

He had his whole life ahead of him—dreams, plans, and a future that included being just
11 weeks away from his wedding.

He was taken far too soon.

Yet in those 23 years, he gave more than most give in a lifetime.
He lived a life of purpose, courage, and selflessness.

He had a heart for people.

He wanted to help.

He wanted to protect.

He didn’t just wear the badge... he lived it.

Jacob served his country in the Army National Guard, and he served the city of Euclid
as a police officer, a community he didn’t even live in, but chose to protect.

On May 11, 2024... my son did exactly what he was called to do.
He showed up.

He answered the call for help.

He put others before himself.

And he never came home.

As a mother, there are no words to describe that kind of loss.
There is no preparing for it... no fixing it.

A piece of me went with him that night... and it never came back.

But what | can do—what | must do—is make sure Jacob is never forgotten.



Naming this portion of Interstate 480 in his honor is more than a sign.
It is a lasting reminder of a life lived with purpose.

It tells his story.

It honors his sacrifice.

And it keeps his legacy alive.

Every person who drives that stretch of highway will see his name.
Some will wonder who he was.

Some will take a moment to reflect.

And in that moment... Jacob’s story continues.

Because behind that name is not just an officer.

To me, he was my son... my baby.

To his brothers, he was their hero.

To his community and his country, he was a protector.

He was loved beyond words.

He is missed every single day.

And Jacob’s life mattered.

He still matters.

| am asking you... from a mother’s heart...

please help me make sure his name lives on.

| respectfully urge you to support Senate Bill 334. Thank you for your time and I'd be
happy to answer any questions.



