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March 4, 2025

To: Ohio Senate Ways and Means Committee
From: Americans for Tax Reform
Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 43

Chair Blessing, Vice Chair Roegner, Ranking Member DeMora and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for your service, and ongoing efforts to reduce the tax burden on Ohioans and spend
taxpayer dollars responsibly.

722 120 Street N.W.

My name is Doug Kellogg, I am State Projects Director for Americans for Tax Reform (ATR). On
o I Dehalf of ATR and our supporters across Ohio, I offer this testimony in support of Senate Bill 43.

This legislation would reduce the tax burden, and set a helpful example that taxing authorities created
NCRIRIENBION  ;ound a certain mission or project ought to stay limited to that purpose, and expire once that goal is
completed.

20005 Once the specific lodge that the Ashtabula County Convention Facilities Authority was created to build
was complete, and the debt was paid off, the authority and the portion of the bed tax created for it
OISRl  should expire.

Lawmakers ought to be vigilant about creating taxes that are supposed to be temporary, or granting
taxing authority for projects that are supposed to be finished at some point, as these kinds of “deals”
often lead to perpetual taxes and spending.
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While there are fair questions being raised about why this specific county’s tax is the subject of a bill, that

consideration only highlights the need to scrutinize and put guardrails in place for all the local tax
authorizations that the state legislature has granted.

Whether Ashtabula County’s convention facilities’ related tax, another county’s tax, or a future local
project that leads to local governments clamoring for a new tax authorization — state legislators should
ensure temporary taxes do not go on permanently.

Just because it is politically convenient to tax out-of-town visitors who cannot vote in a local or state
race, does not mean high taxes are suddenly good policy. Higher taxes deter visitors and economic
activity, and they fuel growing government.

Another consideration for the Senate to consider as they work on this bill: local governments starving
for revenue may seek to raise other taxes.

ATR urges you to support SB 43, to reduce taxes on Ohioans, and to start a larger effort to prevent
temporary local taxes and projects from extending into eternity — leading to taxes being administered that
neither legislators nor local voters agreed to.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions, or if ATR can be of any assistance. Thank
you.




