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Liz Baumgartner, Director of Economic Development and Tax Policy
Ohio Chamber of Commerce
Proponent Testimony — Senate Bill 284

Chairman Blessing, Vice Chair Roegner, Ranking Member DeMora, and members of the Ohio
Senate Ways and Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent
testimony on Senate Bill 284 on behalf of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce.

For 132 years, the Ohio Chamber has served as the state’s leading business advocate and
represents over 8,000 companies that do business in Ohio. Our mission is to aggressively
champion free enterprise, economic competitiveness, and growth for the benefit of all Ohioans.

Senate Bill 284 (SB 284) ensures that individuals and businesses are not penalized for failing to
file certain tax returns when no tax is owed with that return. It provides relief only in zero-liability
situations, aligning penalties with actual tax liability and promoting fairness in our state’s tax
system.

SB 284 protects taxpayers while preserving all existing penalties for late filing, late payment,
underpayment, fraudulent returns, and false refund claims. This bill applies consistently across
major tax types including sales and use tax, income tax, and the commercial activity tax; providing
clarity and predictability for businesses.

Thank you for your consideration and we urge your support of Senate Bill 284.



