January 26, 2026

Senator Louis W. Blessing Il

Chair, Ohio Senate Ways and Means Committee
1 Capitol Square

Columbus, OH 43215

Chair Blessing,

On behalf of the nearly 21,000 members of the National Federation of Independent Business
(NFIB) in Ohio, we appreciate the opportunity to express our support for Senate Bill 284. This
legislation is a commonsense update to Ohio’s tax code to remove penalties for a business that
does not file a tax return when they owe zero income, sales, use, or commercial activities tax
(CAT).

For reference, NFIB is a small business trade association founded over 80 years ago that is
dedicated to representing the interests of small and independent businesses across our state
and nation. NFIB’s mission is to promote the right of our members to own, operate and grow
their businesses. NFIB members come from all industry sectors and each of the 88 counties
across Ohio. Our average member has 15 or fewer employees and has less than $2 million in
annual gross receipts.

Currently in Ohio, a business that owes zero income, sales, use, or CAT tax is still required to file
a return and may face penalties for failing to do so. Senate Bill 284 fixes this by removing the
penalties for not filing a return when no tax is owed. Small business owners often wear many
hats in their business, and few have a licensed tax professional on staff. This commonsense
legislation will allow small business owners to spend less time navigating tax policies, and more
time focused on growing their business.

We appreciate Senate Schaffer for sponsoring this important legislation, as Senate Bill 284 is a
step in the right direction by removing unnecessary government penalties. We urge the
committee to support this legislation and please feel free to contact me at
lacob.Flowers@nfib.org if you have any questions. NFIB may consider a floor vote on Senate Bill
284 a Key Small Business Vote of the 136" General Assembly.

Sincerely,

Jacob Flowers
Assistant State Director

NFIB Ohio - 10 West Broad Street, Suite 2450, Columbus, OH 43215
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