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HOUSE BILL 148 PROPONENT TESTIMONY
SENATE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE
MARCH 24, 2026

Chairman Blessing, Vice Chairman Roegner, Ranking Member DeMora and
members of the committee, my name is Tony Seegers and I appreciate the
opportunity to present proponent testimony for HB 148 on behalf of my client, the
Ohio Pet Fund.

I have a personal connection to the Ohio Pet Fund outside of them being a client.
A little over twenty years ago, I was the senior legislative aide for the late, great,
Senator Bob Schuler. That is where I had the opportunity to meet two very
passionate and dedicated people, Peggy Kaplan and Julie Bertani. They had
formed the Ohio Pet Fund in 2000 with the goal of ending the overpopulation of
dogs and cats. Peggy and Julie came to Senator Schuler and requested he
introduce a license plate bill with the proceeds going to the Fund to pay for the
spaying and neutering of companion animals. Through their tireless advocacy and
the determined work of Senator Schuler, the Pets license plate bill was passed into
law. Since then, the Ohio Pet Fund, through its board, has given countless grants
to help prepare pets for adoption, and to assist organizations that help low-income
families and disabled veterans, as well as educating veterinary students about the
proper veterinary care of cats and dogs.

The Ohio Pet Fund and its voluntary board have a 20 plus year history of success
with their license plate and grants. For instance, in 2025, they granted over 99% of
the funds they received from license plate sales the prior year for spay-neuter and
education. It is important to note that many local shelters would be unable to offer
spay and neutering services if it was not for the Fund. Further, the Ohio Pet Fund
is very transparent about the grants awarded, listing the grant recipients and
amounts on the Fund’s website. I have included many of the 2025 grant awards
for your convenience.

With HB 148, Ohio will be joining over a dozen states that have a tax check-off for
spay-neuter. Other states, such as Oregon, offer a state tax check off as a way for
citizens to donate to a 501c3 organization (Oregon Humane Society) for
companion animals. Many other states offer a tax check off for 501c3
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organizations like Make-A-Wish, ALS Societies and Multiple Sclerosis Societies.
These funds will allow the Ohio Pet Fund to grant even more dollars to local
shelters to offer spaying and neutering for low-income Ohioans.

License plate proceeds in 2024 were about $270,000. It just doesn’t go far enough
when there are 200 applicants for funding. The Ohio Pet Fund does a great job of
marketing and the pet plate is the second most popular plate, but the number of
specialty license plates have increased tenfold from about 30 to about 300, another
reason why additional income streams are necessary, such as would be provided by
House Bill 148 with a voluntary tax check off, and which could double the spay-
neuter fund income and save the lives of hundreds of cats and dogs. Neutered
homeless pets are more likely to get adopted.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony today. I will
be happy to answer any questions you may have.

2025 Grantees

2/6/25 Auglaize County Dog Warden $2,500 e 2/14/25 Gallia County Canine Shelter

2/6/25 Butler County Dog Warden $2,500 $2,500

2/6/25 Ashland County Dog Shelter $2,500 2/14/25 Fairfield County Dog Shelter $2,500
2/6/25 Athens County Dog Shelter $2,500 2/14/25 Fulton County Dog Warden $2,500
2/6/25 Allen County Dog Warden $2,500 2/14/25 Erie County Dog Warden $2,500
2/14/25 Vinton County Animal Shelter 2/14/25 Darke County Animal Shelter
$2,500 $2,500

e  2/14/25 Tuscarawas County Dog Pound 2/14/25 Clark County Dog Shelter $2,500

$2,500 e 2/14/25 Board of Commissioners of Carroll
e  2/14/25 Trumbull County Dog County $2,500
Warden $2,500 e 2/24/25 Fayette Regional Humane Society
e  2/14/25 Pike County Dog Pound $2,500 $1,500
e  2/14/25 Putnam County Dog Warden $2,500 e  2/24/25 FIDO's Companion Rescue $1,500
e 2/14/25 Portage County Dog Kennel $2,500 (Lorain County)
e  2/14/25 Marion County Dog Pound $2,500 e 2/24/25 Fairfield Area Humane Society
e  2/14/25 Logan County Animal Shelter $1,500
$2,500 e  2/24/25 Euclid Beach Cat Project $1,500
e 2/14/25 Knox County Animal Shelter (Cuyahoga County)
$2,500 e  2/24/25 Crazy Cats $1,500 (Hamilton
e  2/14/25 Guernsey Cty Dog Shelter $2,500 County)
e 2/14/25 Henry County Dog Warden and e 2/24/25 Central Ohio's Programs for Animal
Shelter $2,500 Welfare $1,500 (Franklin)
e 2/14/25 Greene County Animal Control e 2/24/25 Community Cat Companions
$2,500 $1,500 (Lake & Ashtabula)
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2/24/25 Columbus Dog Connection $1,500
(Franklin)

2/24/25 Colony Cats $1,500 (Franklin)
2/24/25 Champaign County Humane
Association $1,500

2/24/25 Champaign County AWL $1,500
2/24/25 CATSS $1,500 (Lorain County)
2/24/25 Cat Roundup Rescue $1,500 (Ross
County)

2/24/25 Cat House Feline Sanctuary $1,500
(Ashland County)

2/24/25 Buckeye Pet Partners $1,500
(Franklin County)

2/24/25 A Brighter Day $1,500 (Franklin
County)

2/24/25 Black and Orange Cat Foundation
$1,500 (Union & Madison)

2/24/25 Batta Cats $1,500 (Greene County)
2/24/25 Barely Used Pets $1,500
(Champaign County)

2/24/25 Athens County Humane Society
$1,500

2/24/25 St. Mary's $1,500 (Auglaize
County)

2/24/25 Animal Protection Network $1,500
(Franklin County)

2/24/25 Angels Assisting Felines $1,500
(Perry County)

2/24/25 Almost Home Dog Rescue $1,500
(Delaware County)

2/24/25 Alleycat Charities $1,500
(Columbiana County)

2/24/25 All Species Adoption $1,500
(Wyandot County)

2/24/25 Nine Lives Matter $1,500 (Belmont
County)

2/24/25 Three Gals and Their Pals Rescue
$1,500 (Darke County)

2/28/25 Friendship Animal Protective
League $1,500 (Lorain County)

2/28/25 Friends of Stark Pound $1,500
2/28/25 Freedom Greyhound Rescue $1,500
(Portage County)

2/28/25 Fort Defiance Humane Society
$1,500

2/28/25 Forgotten 4-Paws $1,500 (Fairfield
County)

3/10/25 Heart of Ohio Pet $1,500 (Knox
County)

3/10/25 Homeless Animal Rescue Team
$1,500 (Hamilton County)

3/10/25 Good Sam's Helping Hands $1,500
(Portage County)

3/10/25 Fulton County Humane Society
$1,500

3/10/25 Friendship APL $1,500 (Lorain
County)

3/10/25 Stark County Dog Warden $2,500
3/11/25 Highland County Humane Society
$1,500

3/11/25 Heritage Farms $1,500 (Henry
County)

3/11/25 HEARTT Animal Rescue $1,500
(Hamilton County)

3/17/25 Sierra's Haven $1,500 (Scioto
County)

3/17/25 Serendipity Clinic $1,500 (Allen
County)

3/17/25 Rural Ohio Cats and Kittens $1,500
(Franklin County)

3/17/25 Ross County Humane Society
$1,500

3/17/25 Rascal Charities $1,500 (Franklin
County)

3/17/25 Purrfect Friends Cat Rescue $1,500
(Clermont County)

3/17/25 Planned Pethood $1,500 (Lucas
County)

3/17/25 Purr...fect Companions $1,500
(Ross County)

3/17/25 Pike Pet Pals $1,500 (Pike County)
3/17/25 Peaches Bully Rescue $1,500
(Butler County)

3/17/25 Miami County Animal Shelter
$2,500

3/17/25 Sandusky County Dog Warden
$2,500

3/17/25 Ohio Fuzzy Pawz Shihtzu Rescue
$1,500 (Licking County)

3/17/25 Wood County Dog Shelter $2,500
3/17/25 Lucky Paws Animal Rescue $1,500
(Cuyahoga County)

3/17/25 Ohio Pug Rescue $1,500 (Franklin
County)

3/17/25 Never Muzzled $1,500 (Trumbull
County)

3/17/25 Holmes County Dog Warden $2,500
3/17/25 Medina County SPCA $1,500
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3/17/25 Lucas County Pit Crew $1,500
3/17/25 Lorain TNR $1,500

3/17/25 Licking County Humane Society
$1,500

3/17/25 Legacy Dog Rescue $1,500
(Mahoning County)

3/17/25 League for Animal Welfare $1,500
(Clermont County)

3/17/25 Lake Erie Labrador Retriever
Rescue $1,500 (Summit County)
3/17/25 Humane Society of Summit
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of Sandusky
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of Richland
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of Ottawa
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of Morrow
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of Madison
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of Harrison
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of Greene
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of

Greater Dayton $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society of Delaware
County $1,500

3/17/25 Humane Society and SPCA
of Hancock County $1,500

3/19/25 Mutts In A Rutt Rescue $1,500
(Cuyahoga County)

3/19/25 Miracle House Animal Rescue
$1,500 (Brown County)

3/19/25 1J's Ruff Roads $1,500 (Stark
County)

3/19/25 Humane TNR $1,500 (Greene
County)

3/19/25 Humane Ohio $1,500 (Lucas
County)

3/19/25 Humane Association

of Warren $1,500

3/19/25 Tails From the City $1,500
(Cuyahoga County)

3/19/25 Stop the Suffering $1,500 (Franklin
County)

3/19/25 Steel Valley Woofstock $1,500
(Trumbull County)

3/19/25 Star's Cat Connection $1,500
(Licking County)

3/19/25 Parma Animal Shelter $1,500
(Cuyahoga County)

3/19/25 Southern Ohio Shepherds Rescue
$1,500 (Scioto County)

3/19/25 Kitticino Charities $1,500 (Franklin
County)

3/21/25 Licking County Animal Shelter
$2,500

3/21/25 Whiskers Animal Rescue $1,500
(Licking County)

3/21/25 Wishful Thinking Endeavors $1,500
(Greene County)

3/21/25 Wayne County Humane Society
$1,500

3/21/25 Wayne County Dog Shelter $2,500
3/21/25 Van Wert Humane Society $1,500
3/21/25 Twenty-Nine Lives $1,500 (Portage
County)

3/21/25 Tuscarawas County Humane
Society $1,500

3/21/25 TNR of Warren $1,500

3/21/25 Tips TNR in Clark County: $1,500
3/21/25 Southwest Ohio Feline Advocates
$1,500 (Butler County)

3/21/25 Pawsitive Ohio $1,500 (Stark
County)

3/21/25 Pawsitive Hope $1,500 (Stark
County)

3/21/25 PAWS of Muskingum

County $1,500

3/21/25 PAWS Humane Society $1,500
(Clermont County)

3/21/25 Paws and Whiskers Cat Shelter
$1,500 (Lucas County)

3/21/25 Humane Society of Allen

County $1,500

3/21/25 Voices of the Trumbull Pound Dog
$1,500

3/21/25 SART $1,500 (Auglaize County)
3/24/25 Lake County Dog Warden $2,500
3/24/25 Pets Uniting People $1,500 (Clark
County)

3/24/25 Crossed Paws $1,500 (Monroe
County)
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3/24/25 Campbell Humane Rescue $1,500
(Mahoning County)

3/24/25 MoCo Kitty Control $1,500
(Morgan County)

3/24/25 SICSA $1,500 (Montgomery
County)

3/24/25 Hardin County Humane Society
$1,500

3/24/25 Perry County Dog Shelter $2,500
3/24/25 Save Ohio Pets $1,500 (Franklin
County)

3/24/25 Paws and Prayers $1,500 (Cuyahoga
County)

3/24/25 The Pet Orphanage $1,500
(Hocking/Meigs Counties)

3/24/25 Saving Pets One at a Time $1,500
(Morgan County)

3/28/25 Montgomery County Animal
Resource Center $2,500

3/28/25 Cuyahoga County Animal Shelter
$2,500

4/9/25 Williams County Humane Society &
Shelter $2,500

5/16/25 Robyn's Nest $1,500 (Montgomery

6/23/25 Star's Cat Connection $2,000
(Licking County)

6/23/25 Crazy Cats $2,000 (Hamilton
County)

6/23/25 Robyn's Nest $2,000 (Montgomery
County)

6/23/25 Co-Paws Programs $2,000 (Franklin
County)

6/23/25 Sierra's Haven $3,000 (Scioto
County)

6/23/25 Columbus Dog Connection $3,000
(Franklin County)

6/23/25 SICSA $3,000 (Montgomery
County)

6/23/25 Champaign County AWL $3,000
6/24/25 Legacy Dog Rescue $3,500
(Mahoning County)

6/24/25 Ross County Humane Society
$3,500

6/24/25 Heartt Animal Rescue $3,500
(Hamilton County)

6/24/25 Lake Erie Labrador Retriever
Rescue $3,500

6/24/25 Rural Ohio Cats and Kittens $3,500

County) (Franklin County)
6/3/25 Misfit Paws $1,500 (Lawrence e  6/24/25 Never Muzzled $2,000 (Trumbull
County) County)

6/18/25 Rascal Charities $3,500 (Franklin
County)
6/18/25 Compassionate Paws $1,500

6/24/25 Humane Association
of Warren $3,500
6/24/25 Legacy Dog Rescue $3,500

(Columbiana County) (Mahoning County)

6/20/25 Angels Assisting Felines $2,000 e  6/27/25 Toledo's Pet Bull Rescue $3,000
(Perry County) (Lucas County)

6/20/25 Humane Society of the Ohio e  6/27/25 Three Gals and Their Pals $2,500
Valley $2,000 (Washington) (Miami County)

6/20/25 Fort Defiance Humane Society e  6/30/25 Columbus Humane $5,000
$2,000 (Franklin County)

6/20/25 Cat Roundup $2,000 (Ross County)
6/20/25 Lucas County Pit Crew $2,000
6/20/25 Colony Cats $2,000 (Franklin
County)

6/20/25 FIDO's Companion Companion
Rescue $2,000 (Lorain County)

6/20/25 Black and Orange Cat Foundation
$2,000 (Union & Madison)

6/23/25 Humane Society of Greene
County $3,000

6/23/25 Paws and Whiskers $2,000 (Lucas
County)

6/30/25 Cats and Company $2,000 (Ross
County)

6/30/25 Paws and Prayers $3,500 (Cuyahoga
County)

7/1/25 Friends of Stark Pound $3,500

7/1/25 Kind Hands 4 Paws $3,000
(Muskingum County)

7/1/25 PAWS of Muskingum County $3,500
7/3/25 Guernsey County Dog Shelter $2,500
7/3/25 Fairfield County Dog Shelter $2,000
7/3/25 Athens County Dog Shelter $2,500
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7/3/25 Sandusky County Dog Warden
$2,500

7/3/25 Licking County Animal Shelter
$2,500

7/3/25 Holmes County Dog Warden $2,000
7/3/25 Marion County Dog Pound $2,500
7/3/25 Putnam County Dog Warden $2,000
7/3/25 Wood County Dog Shelter $2,500
7/3/25 Greene County Animal Control
$2,500

7/7/25 Jackson County Dog Pound $5,000
7/7/25 Knox County Animal Shelter $2,500
7/7/25 Clark County Dog Shelter $2,500
7/7/25 Belmont County Animal Shelter
$5,000

7/7/25 Brown County Humane Society
$5,000

7/8/25 Portage County Dog Kennel $2,500
7/8/25 Ross County Dog Warden $4,000
7/8/25 Athens County Humane Society
$3,500

7/8/25 Almost Home Dog Rescue $3,500
(Delaware County)

7/8/25 Alleycat Charities $3,500
(Columbiana County)

7/9/25 Adopt A Pit $5,000 (Montgomery
County)

7/10/25 Perry County Dog Shelter $2,500
7/10/25 Allen County Dog Warden $2,000
7/10/25 Pike Pet Pals $3,500

7/11/25 Champaign County Humane
Association $3,500

7/11/25 Miami County Animal Shelter
$2,500

7/14/25 Paws Humane Society $2,000
(Clinton County)

7/15/25 Fairfield Area Humane Society
$3,500

7/15/25 PetFix Northeast Ohio $5,000
(Cuyahoga County)

7/15/25 Saving Pets One at a Time $3,500
(Morgan County)

7/21/25 Butler County Dog Warden $2,500
7/25/25 Alleycats & Aristocats $4,000
(Medina County)

7/25/25 Highland County Humane Society
$3,500

7/25/25 Animal Protection Network $2,500
(Franklin County)

7/25/25 Buckeye Pet Partners $2,000
(Franklin County)

7/25/25 Fulton County Humane Society
$3,500

7/25/25 Ashtabula County Animal
Protective League $5,000

7/28/25 Montgomery County ARC $2,500
7/28/25 Shelby County Animal Shelter
$5,000

7/28/25 Vinton County Animal Shelter
$2,000

7/28/25 Cincinnati Animal Care $5,000
7/29/25 Humane Society of Delaware
County $3,500

7/30/25 Humane Society of Madison
County $3,500

7/31/25 Pawsitive Ohio $3,500 (Darke
County)

8/1/25 Humane Society of Richland
County $3,500

8/1/25 Wood County Humane Society
$5,000

8/4/25 Cleveland Animal Protective League
$5,000 (Cuyahoga County)

8/11/25 Speak for the Unspoken $5,000
(Franklin County)

8/14/25 Paulding Dog Warden/via Paulding
Animal Clinic $5,000

8/25/25 Batta Cats $3,500 (Greene County)
9/2/25 Williams County Humane
Society/Dog Warden $2,500

9/2/25 Pike County Dog Pound $2,500
9/11/25 Purrfect Friends Cat Rescue $3,500
(Clermont County)

9/11/25 SART $3,500 (Auglaize County)
9/11/25 Hardin County Humane Society
$3,500

9/11/25 Humane Society of Seneca

County $5,000

9/11/25 Humane Ohio $3,500 (Lucas
County)

9/11/25 Parma Animal Shelter $3,500
(Cuyahoga County)

9/11/25 Humane Society and SPCA

of Hancock County $3,500

9/11/25 Euclid Beach Cat Project $3,500
(Cuyahoga County)
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9/11/25 Portage County Animal Protective
League $5,000

9/12/25 Deb's Dogs $5,000 (Allen County)
9/12/25 Harrison County Pound Dog
Volunteers $5,000

9/12/25 Homeless Animal Rescue Team
$3,500 (Hamilton County)

9/12/25 Pets Uniting People $3,500 (Clark
County)

9/12/25 Toledo Animal Rescue $5,000
(Lucas County)

9/12/25 1J's Ruff Roads $3,500 (Stark
County)

9/12/25 Ohio Alleycat Resource $5,000
(Hamilton County)

9/12/25 Clark County SPCA $5,000
9/12/25 Purrfect Companions $3,500 (Ross
County)

9/12/25 Tails from the City $3,500
(Cuyahoga County)

9/12/25 Humane Society of Ottawa
County $3,500

9/12/25 Van Wert Humane Society $3,500
9/15/25 Tips TNR in Clark County: $3,500
9/15/25 Lucas County Canine Care and
Control $5,000

9/15/25 Mahoning County Dog Warden
$5,000

9/15/25 AWL of Scioto County $5,000
9/15/25 Friends of FIDO Mahoning $5,000
9/15/25 Citizens for Humane Action $5,000
(Franklin County)

9/15/25 Scioto County Dog Pound/via
Sierra's Haven $5,000

9/15/25 Humane Society of Morrow
County $3,500

9/15/25 Knox County Humane Society
$5,000

9/15/25 Golden Retrievers in Need of
$5,000 (Cuyahoga County)

9/15/25 Coshocton County Animal Shelter
$5,000

9/15/25 Cozy Cat Cottage $5,000 (Franklin
County)

9/15/25 Cat House Feline Sanctuary $2,000
(Ashland County)

9/15/25 Union County Humane Society
$5,000

9/15/25 Cause for Canines $5,000 (Franklin
County)

9/15/25 Columbus Pet Rescue $3,000
(Franklin County)

9/15/25 Darke County Animal Shelter
$2,500

9/15/25 Columbiana County Dog Pound
$5,000

9/15/25 Louie's Legacy $5,000 (Hamilton
County)

9/15/25 Canine Collective $5,000 (Union
County)

9/15/25 Harrison County Dog Pound $5,000
9/15/25 Miracle House Animal Rescue
$3,500 (Brown County)

9/15/25 Cabin Critters Rescue $2,000
(Scioto County)

9/16/25 Berea Animal Rescue Fund $5,000
(Lorain County)

9/16/25 CATSS $3,500 (Lorain County)
9/16/25 Friends of City

Dogs Cleveland $5,000 (Cuyahoga County)
9/16/25 Pet Promise $5,000 (Franklin
County)

9/16/25 Rescue Village $5,000 (Geauga
County)

9/17/25 Multiple Breed Rescue $5,000
(Lorain County)

9/17/25 Steel Valley Woodstock $3,500
(Trumbull County)

9/17/25 For the Love of Cats $3,000 (Wood
County)

9/29/25 Highland County Board of
Commissioners $2,000

10/1/25 Compassionate Paws $3,500
(Columbiana County)

10/7/25 Viva Los Gatos Cat Rescue $2,000
(Cuyahoga County)

10/8/25 Humane Society of Harrison
County $3,500

10/14/25 PAWS Inc. of Noble County
$3,000

10/14/25 Save Ohio Strays $5,000 (Medina
County)

10/16/25 Adams County Dog & Kennel
Dept $5,000

10/23/25 Westside TNR $2,000 (Franklin
County)

10/24/25 UCAN $5,000 (Hamilton County)
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County)

10/27/25 Hardin County Dog Shelter $5,000
10/27/25 All Paws are Perfect $2,000
(Mahoning County)

10/27/25 Catwayhouse $2,000 (Lucas
County)

10/27/25 Orphan Kitten Club $2,000 (Lucas
County)

10/27/25 Friends of Lucas County Dogs
$5,000

e 10/26/25 Medina Meow Fix $3,000 (Medina e 10/29/25 Friendship APL $2,000 (Lorain

County)

10/31/25 The Pet Orphanage $2000
(Hocking/Meigs Counties)

11/5/25 Humane Society of Summit
County $3,500

11/8/25 Mercer County Dog Control
Services $5,000

11/24/25 Max's Fund (Muskingum County)
$5,000

11/25/25 Licking County Humane Society
$3,500
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