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Chair Blessing, Vice Chair Roegner, Ranking Member DeMora, and members of the Senate
Ways and Means Committee:

My name is Kent Scarrett, and | serve as the Executive Director of the Ohio Municipal League.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 307 on behalf of OML and the
more than 730 cities and villages we represent across Ohio. We would also like to thank Sen.
Jane Timken for sponsoring this legislation and for working to provide additional clarity and
flexibility for local governments.

Senate Bill 307 makes a commonsense clarification to Ohio law by expressly permitting Tax
Increment Financing (TIF) revenues to be used for police and fire buildings. Public safety
services are among the most essential responsibilities municipalities provide to residents,
businesses, and visitors. Police officers, firefighters, EMS personnel, and the facilities they
operate from are critical to protecting lives, property, and economic activity in communities
across the state.

At the same time, public safety services are typically the most significant and costly
expenditures municipalities face. As communities continue to grow and develop, local
governments are increasingly challenged to ensure that public safety infrastructure keeps pace
with new residential, commercial, and industrial investment. The construction of police and fire
stations is often necessary to support development projects and maintain appropriate
emergency response times, particularly in previously undeveloped or rapidly expanding areas.

Senate Bill 307 provides another useful tool to help address those needs. By clarifying that TIF-
generated payments in lieu of taxes may be used for police and fire facilities, the bill gives local
governments additional flexibility to leverage revenues already associated with development
projects to support the infrastructure necessary to serve those developments.

While the sponsor testimony references a project in Canton, we believe municipalities of all
sizes across Ohio may also find this financing option beneficial as they pursue economic
development opportunities and seek to align infrastructure investments with community growth.
Providing certainty in statute will help communities confidently evaluate and utilize this option
where appropriate.

The Ohio Municipal League appreciates the committee’s consideration of this legislation and
respectfully urges favorable passage of Senate Bill 307. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide testimony on this legislation.



