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Making a Difference in Community Corrections

Senate Workforce Development Committee
Proponent Testimony
Senate Bill 143
October 7, 2025

Chairman Koehler, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram and
members of the Senate Workforce Development Committee, thank you for
your consideration of Senate Bill 143. We are formally registering our
support as proponents of this important legislation.

The Ohio Community Corrections Association is committed to helping people
with criminal legal histories successfully reenter their neighborhoods as
productive citizens. Ohio community correctional programs, including
halfway houses, community based correctional facilities (CBCFs), and
Community Corrections Act programs are good stewards of public resources.
Within our membership, we represent non-profit CBCFs and Halfway Houses.

Employment is a foundation of successful reentry. Unfortunately, stigma is
one of the biggest challenges individuals face after a period of incarceration.
One of the most concerning issues for people leaving prisons and even
residential community corrections is finding gainful employment where a
person may pay court fines and fees, victim restitution and more
importantly, begin anew and raise their children. According to material
shared by Senator Blessing, “there are likely as many as 70 million U.S. adults
with an arrest or conviction record. Over 600,000 people are released from
prisons each year.”

“And a society that aggressively incarcerates so many offenders should be

aggressive in facilitating the successful re-entry of ex-offenders.” https://
www.nationalreview.com/corner/ban-the-box/

The Importance of Senate Bill 184

The bill's provisions encourage economic growth by fostering a more stable
workforce, allowing employers to consider a person’s qualifications and
desire to work prior to looking at conviction history. By implementing the
measures proposed, we can improve the number of new hires.

By implementing comprehensive and targeted strategies to promote
workforce this bill has the potential to transform the economic landscape in
Ohio. OCCA urges support of this legislation.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter, and we would
especially like to thank Senators Craig and Senator Blessing for introducing
this important bill. Please forward questions to:

Kelsey Woolard, Governmental Policy Group
(614) 461-9335
KWoolard@gpgrhr.com
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