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Chairman Koehler, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Workforce Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony
on Senate Bill 362.

This bill establishes the Ohio Defense and Space Commission to study and develop
comprehensive strategies to promote the defense and aerospace industry in Ohio. It also,

- Includes the Defense and Aerospace Industries Expansion Program to distribute grants to
support economic development related to the industry

- Establishes the Ohio Defense Fund which is the bank account for the commission and
mechanism for these grants

- Encourages communication and resource sharing among organizations in the defense and
aerospace industry

- Recruits international business investment in Ohio

- Considers policies intended to improve the quality of life for service members and
veterans

Ohio is experiencing unprecedented growth, and as economic development comes to our state,
we need to be ready, and that includes the defense industry. Senate Bill 362 is a companion of
Representative Ty Mathews House Bill 292, and is driven by constituent feedback and need.
Ohio as a whole will benefit from this bill, but specifically businesses and projects are already on
their way, like Anduril in Pickaway County, Airborne Outfitters in Findlay, Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base in Dayton, Honeywell Aerospace in Champaign County, and more.

This bill and commission would aide in a broader workforce strategy — aligning defense and
space industry needs with training and job pathways. By creating the commission, it would help
expand high-skill, high-wage employment opportunities in areas like engineering, advanced
manufacturing, cybersecurity, and logistics. All fields with significant workforce demand.

This is a bipartisan, economic development approach to ensuring Ohio is ready for the defense
and space industry that is coming and already here.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions.



