
 
 

 

 

Representative Ty Mathews 

House District 83 

 

Workforce Development Committee, Sponsor Testimony on House Bill 292 

April 14th, 2026 

 

Chairman Koehler, Vice-Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram and 

members of the Workforce Development Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer sponsor testimony on House Bill 

292. This bill establishes the Ohio Defense and Space Commission to 

strengthen Ohio’s position in the defense and aerospace sectors by 

coordinating strategy, investment, and statewide collaboration. 

House Bill 292 would: 

• Create the Ohio Defense and Space Commission to promote the 

defense and aerospace industries in Ohio. 

• Bring together legislative, executive, business, and regional voices 

to guide long-term strategy. 

• Establish the Ohio Defense Fund to support key defense-related 

priorities and infrastructure. 

This is a proactive, bipartisan measure to support military readiness, 

veterans, advanced manufacturing, and economic development, while 

positioning Ohio to compete for future federal defense and aerospace 

opportunities. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I’m happy to answer any 

questions. 

 


