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To Chair Koehler, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram and the Senate Workforce Development
Committee members, thank you for the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony on House
Bill 292 (HB 292). My name is Nico Morgione, and | am the Director of Government Affairs for the
Youngstown/Warren Regional Chamber (YWRC).

The YWRC is the third largest metro chamber of commerce in Ohio, with nearly 3,000 members
representing more than 150,000 employees in and around the Mahoning Valley. Our mission is “To
provide the economic development, advocacy and business services to promote the growth of our
members and Valley.” Our vision is “To be a catalyst for economic success, creating a prosperous Valley
that is the preferred community in which to live, learn, work and play.”

In pursuit of that mission and vision, the Mahoning Valley worked aggressively to compete for Ohio’s
Innovation Hubs program. As a result, America Makes, the National Additive Manufacturing Innovation
Institute in Youngstown, was awarded $26 million to establish the Youngstown Innovation Hub for
Aerospace & Defense.

The Youngstown Innovation Hub will serve as a catalyst for the aerospace and defense sectors in the
Valley. By 2029, the project is expected to create approximately 450 new jobs and generate $161.6
million in economic output. It is designed to attract and retain the next generation of innovators and
engineers while helping manufacturers integrate advanced technologies and processes that strengthen
the defense industry supply chain.

House Bill 292 would play an important role in accelerating the work of the Youngstown Hub. In
particular, the legislation’s focus on recruiting international businesses to invest in Ohio’s defense
industry, implementing an expansion grants program and ensuring representation from the Lake to
River region on the commission would directly support the hub’s long-term success. Thank you for your
time and consideration of our position. | would be happy to respond to any questions in writing or in
person.

Sincerely,

%%M

NICO MORGIONE, Director of Government Affairs
O: 330-744-2131, ext. 1112 | C: 330-502-6633 | Nico@regionalchamber.com

City Centre One, Suite 500 | 100 E. Federal Street | Youngstown, OH 44503 | regionalchamber.com




