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Chair Koehler, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Workforce Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony 
today in support of Substitute House Bill 292. My name is Nick Rhodes, and I am here on 
behalf of the Ohio Business Roundtable, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that 
represents over 130 of Ohio's top business leaders. Our member executives collectively 
operate across manufacturing, aerospace, energy, logistics, advanced technologies, and 
defense-adjacent supply chains. Our mission is to promote policies that strengthen Ohio’s 
long-term economic competitiveness, workforce readiness, and investment climate. 

Substitute House Bill 292 represents exactly that kind of forward-looking economic-
development policy. The OBRT has supported this legislation from its introduction and 
having seen the bill evolve through the legislative process in the House to now include the 
aerospace sector, we believe it has only grown stronger and are urge this Committee’s swift 
passage of the bill. 

Ohio already possesses one of the strongest defense and aerospace ecosystems in the 
country. Our state is home to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, the Air Force Research 
Laboratory, the NASA Glenn Research Center, the Ohio State/Voyager VISTA initiative and a 
rapidly growing network of private-sector defense suppliers, advanced manufacturers, and 
technology firms. These assets place Ohio in a uniquely strong position—but competition 
among states for federal defense dollars, private capital, and next-generation 
innovation continues to intensify, as evidenced by the continued push to relocate 
NASA’s headquarters from Washington, D.C. to Cleveland upon its lease expiration in 
2028 (March 11, 2025 Congressional Delegation Letter). 

Sub. HB 292 recognizes that reality and responds appropriately by creating two 
complementary tools: the Ohio Defense & Space Commission and the Ohio Defense Fund. 



2 | P a g e  
 

Together, they provide the coordination, strategic focus, and investment capacity Ohio 
needs to remain competitive in a defense economy that is evolving rapidly. 

From the business community’s perspective, the most important feature of this legislation 
is coordination. Today, defense and aerospace related opportunities often span multiple 
regions, institutions, and industries. The Ohio Defense & Space Commission would bring 
together legislative leaders and regional representatives to align state strategy, identify 
emerging opportunities, and ensure Ohio is speaking with a unified voice when competing 
for federal programs and private-sector investment. That kind of alignment is essential if 
Ohio intends not just to participate—but to lead—in national defense and advanced-
technology initiatives. 

A strong example of the power of this kind of coordinated approach is the Ohio Grants 
Alliance, which was created in 2022 by the Ohio Business Roundtable and a coalition of 
private-sector partners. Over a three-year period, the Ohio Grants Alliance helped secure 
more than $5.18 billion in federal grant funding, generating approximately $3,331 in 
federal awards for every dollar invested. In doing so, the Alliance fundamentally changed 
how Ohio organizes itself to compete for federal resources—by aligning stakeholders, 
identifying strategic opportunities, and moving quickly and cohesively when opportunities 
arise. The Ohio Defense & Space Commission could play a similar role for Ohio’s defense 
ecosystem. 

Equally important is the creation of the Ohio Defense Fund. Modern defense and 
aerospace projects require more than strong ideas; they require infrastructure, workforce 
pipelines, and early-stage capital to move quickly when opportunities arise. The Defense 
Fund would give Ohio the flexibility to invest strategically in projects that modernize 
facilities, strengthen supply chains, support research partnerships, and help Ohio-based 
companies scale into defense and aerospace markets. For many businesses, particularly 
small and mid-sized manufacturers, this support can be the difference between competing 
successfully or being left behind. 

Sub. HB 292 also aligns squarely with Ohio’s broader economic-development goals. 
Defense and aerospace investment supports high-skill, high-wage jobs; accelerates 
research and innovation; and reinforces industries that are foundational to Ohio’s 
economy. Importantly, these benefits extend well beyond military installations themselves, 
reaching rural and urban communities alike through supplier networks, workforce 
development, and infrastructure investment. 
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Sub. HB 292 sends a clear and positive signal: Ohio understands the competitive 
landscape and is prepared to act strategically. States that succeed in attracting defense 
and advanced-technology investment are those that offer certainty, coordination, and 
partnership. This bill advances all three. 

For these reasons, the Ohio Business Roundtable strongly supports Substitute House Bill 
292 and commends Representative Mathews and Representative Santucci for their 
leadership in advancing this legislation. We respectfully urge the Committee to favorably 
report the bill and help Ohio be a leader in defense, aerospace, and advanced-technology 
investment. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions. 


