
   
 
 
May 11, 2026  
 
The Honorable Kyle Koehler 
Chair, Ohio Senate Workforce Development Committee 
Ohio Senate 
1 Capitol Square, 035 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
Re: House Bill 292 Proponent Testimony 
 
Dear Chairman Koehler:  
 
The Ohio Manufacturers’ Association (OMA) appreciates the opportunity to provide this written 
testimony in support of House Bill 292, which establishes a necessary framework to promote 
and expand the defense and aerospace industries throughout Ohio. By formalizing our state’s 
commitment to these sectors, we ensure that Ohio remains a primary hub for high-tech 
production and national security interests.   
 
The OMA was created in 1910 to advocate for Ohio’s manufacturers; today, it has nearly 1,300 
members. Its mission is to protect and grow Ohio manufacturing. Manufacturing is the largest of 
the state’s industry sectors.  
 
The Strategic Importance of H.B. 292 

This bill provides the structural support needed to keep Ohio competitive in a rapidly evolving 
global market. H.B. 292 achieves this through several critical components: 

• Ohio Defense and Space Commission: The bill creates a dedicated body to develop 
comprehensive strategies for industry promotion, international business recruitment, and 
preparation for federal military base realignment and closure processes.  

• Defense and Aerospace Industries Expansion Program: This program authorizes the 
Commission to provide development grants that support economic growth specifically 
related to these high-value sectors.  

• The Ohio Defense Fund: The legislation establishes a dedicated fund to support the 
construction of essential facilities, such as sensitive compartmented information facilities 
(SCIFs), and helps small businesses secure defense-related government contracts.  

Securing Ohio’s Industrial Future 

H.B. 292 encourages vital communication and resource-sharing between Ohio’s manufacturing 
leaders, military installations, and strategic partners. This collaboration is essential for the 
research, development, and manufacturing of advanced technology, including systems to 
counter unmanned aerial vehicles.  



By investing in defense-related infrastructure and providing grants for industrial expansion, this 
legislation ensures that the critical equipment our nation requires is built by Ohio workers. It 
transitions our state from a participant in the defense supply chain to a proactive leader in 
aerospace innovation.  

Conclusion 

A thriving defense industry is a thriving manufacturing industry. The OMA urges the committee’s 
support of H.B. 292 to ensure Ohio continues to serve as a cornerstone of American industrial 
and military strength. 

Thank you for your leadership and for your commitment to Ohio’s manufacturers. 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
James Lee 
Managing Director, Public Policy 
The Ohio Manufacturers’ Association 
(614) 557-9661 
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