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Chairperson and members of the committee, 

My name is Channing Panmaneevong, I am 15 years old, and I am here today to testify in 
support of House Bill 268. 

I believe this legislation reflects something important about both justice and responsibility. 
When someone has served their sentence, followed the law, and worked to rebuild their life, 
there should be a pathway forward. 

A criminal record should not automatically become a lifelong barrier to employment, 
professional licensing, or stability. If we truly want safer communities, we should support 
policies that reduce repeat offenses and encourage rehabilitation through work, 
accountability, and opportunity. 

House Bill 268 does not remove consequences for criminal actions, nor does it ignore public 
safety. Courts would still review each case individually, and important restrictions remain in 
place for serious offenses and sensitive professions. This bill simply recognizes that 
rehabilitation should carry meaning. 

I believe government works best when it protects public safety while also recognizing human 
potential. People should be judged not only by the worst mistake they have made, but also by 
the effort they make to improve their lives afterward. 

As a young person, I want to live in a society that believes accountability and second chances 
can exist together. I believe that principle makes communities stronger, economies stronger, 
and our justice system more fair. 

Thank you for your time, and I respectfully urge favorable consideration of House Bill 268. 

 
 
 
 


