
 

 

June 2, 2026 

 

Chair Koehler, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Workforce 

Development Committee, 

 

My name is Patricia Marida, and I am submitting testimony in opposition to Ohio House Bill 292.   

 

There are now 3 bills in the Ohio Legislature that are in support of the state of Israel. 

 

1) HB 292: Establish the Ohio Defense Commission is being heard in the Senate Workforce 

Development Committee. All interest from Israel Bonds would go into a “Defense Fund” with the state 

of Israel as the lone benefactor. With money going to Jobs Ohio, the public would have no access to 

oversight or accountability as to how funds are spent. Money could be distributed to private contractors 

for warfare, including AI warfare and surveillance.  

 

2) HB 188: Create the Ohio Israel Trade and Innovation Partnership. Ohio would collaborate with 

Israel in exchanges of training, education, and technical skills.  Its funding is convoluted and lacks 

oversight. Its Commission would consist of appointees and insiders with no public advocates and again, 

no oversight.  Unbelievably, there would be no minutes or public notice of meetings.  Is there any other 

Ohio entity lacking such basics of scrutiny?  JobsOhio gets 3 voting seats on the Commission.   

 

Both HB 292 and HB 188 have JobsOhio involvement. Senate Bill 420, introduced by Senator O’Brien and 

House Bill 779, The JobsOhio Transparency Act, introduced by Representatives Pizzulli and Rader, would 

require annual performance audits by the state auditor. It would mandate public disclosure of corporate 

sponsorships and media partnerships and subject the agency to public records and open meeting 

laws.  JobsOhio CEO Nauseef has had investments in Israel, a clear conflict of interest in the case of these two 

bills.  

 

3) SB 87: Define antisemitism; expand the offense of ethnic intimidation being heard this week in the 

House Judiciary committee.  This bill would conflate criticism of the state of Israel with criticism of 

the Jewish religion and criticism of Jewish people in general. There is no law against criticism of the 

United States or of any other nation. Neither is there any law against criticism of any other religion, or 

lack thereof. 

 

The UN International Court of Justice (ICJ) and multiple human rights organizations have concluded that 

Israel’s actions breach international humanitarian and human rights law and are in violation of international 

law regarding its occupation of Palestinian territories and settlement activities. The UN Independent 

International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory concluded on reasonable 

grounds that Israeli authorities and security forces have committed and are continuing to commit genocide 

against Palestinians in Gaza. The International Criminal Court (ICC) issued arrest warrants in 2024 for Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former Defense Minister Yoav Gallant for alleged war crimes and 

crimes against humanity committed in Gaza between October 2023 and May 2024.   

 

Ohioans want our money to go TO Ohioans, FOR Ohioans, not for military adventures in other lands. Warfare 

is antithetical to human survival. It creates enormous destruction and pollution that costs and destroys lives in 

multiple ways. Warfare wastes vast amounts of limited resources and is causing major effects on Earth’s 

climate.  

 

In light of these United Nations pronouncements,  Isreal is a questionable place for Ohio’s money to go.  These 

bills are motivated by political views and not by fiscal interest or integrity.  NO to all three.   

 

 


