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Chairman Koehler, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Senate Workforce Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today
in strong support of Substitute House Bill 292.

My name is Eric Jenkusky, and | am the founder and CEO of T.J. Clark International, a
small defense equipment manufacturer based in central Ohio. For more than a decade,
our company has proudly supplied mission-critical tactical fuel and water pump
distribution systems for contested logistics to the U.S. Department of Defense and its
prime contractors. We are a classic Ohio small business in the defense industrial base:
we employ 16 to 20 people and generate roughly $8—10 million in annual revenue while
meeting stringent MIL-SPEC and quality requirements.

| am pleased to testify today on behalf of both T.J. Clark International and the Ohio
Manufacturers’ Association (OMA). The OMA represents more than 1,300 manufacturing
companies across the state that employ nearly 700,000 Ohioans. Our members strongly
support HB 292 because it advances strategic economic development in one of
manufacturing’s most vital and high-value segments.

Ohio already benefits from a powerful defense and military ecosystem. According to the
JobsOhio Ohio Military & Federal Factbook 2025, military and federal activities generate:
« $54.81 billion in total economic impact (value-added to GDP) — representing
approximately 5.9% of Ohio’s economy;

» Support for 418,000 total jobs statewide (direct, indirect, and induced); and

« $4.88 billion in state and local tax revenue.

Within this ecosystem, the private aerospace and defense manufacturing sector
contributes roughly $17.2 billion to Ohio’s GDP while supporting approximately 68,000
total jobs.

To put this in perspective, manufacturing overall remains Ohio’s largest private-sector
driver, contributing $137.9 billion to GDP in 2024 (roughly 15% of the state’s economy)
and employing nearly 690,000 Ohioans. The defense-related portion represents a high-
value, high-wage segment of that broader manufacturing base. The nearly $55 billion
broader military/federal impact is on the scale of a major industrial sector and directly
strengthens Ohio manufacturing through robust supply chains.

Small and mid-sized manufacturers form the economic foundation of Ohio’s defense
industrial base, just as they do across the wider manufacturing sector. Hundreds of Ohio
companies like T.J. Clark International deliver critical components, agility, and innovation
that larger primes depend upon. Yet these firms often face barriers including complex



federal contracting processes, the need for secure facilities (such as SCIFs), access to
growth capital, and competition from much larger entities.

HB 292 directly addresses these challenges. The proposed Ohio Defense and Space
Commission would develop a comprehensive statewide strategy, improve coordination
among industry, academia, and the military, prepare Ohio for Base Realignment and
Closure (BRAC) processes, and administer the Defense and Aerospace Industries
Expansion Program. Targeted grants and support for small business contract
development and facility improvements would be especially beneficial for manufacturers
across the OMA membership.

Passing HB 292 would signal that Ohio is serious about competing for defense and
aerospace work amid great-power competition and evolving national security threats,
including counter-unmanned aerial systems. It would help manufacturers:

« Attract and retain high-wage, advanced manufacturing jobs;

+ Strengthen supply chains and reduce foreign dependencies;

+ Leverage Ohio’s existing strengths — our manufacturing heritage, research institutions,
and major federal installations such as Wright-Patterson Air Force Base; and

» Ensure that small and mid-sized manufacturers can fully participate in the growth of this
strategic sector.

T.J. Clark International together with the Ohio Manufacturers’ Association believes this
Commission and grant program represent smart, targeted public policy that will deliver
strong returns by amplifying private-sector investment and job creation in manufacturing.

| respectfully urge the Committee to advance HB 292. Thank you for your time and
leadership in supporting Ohio’s defense industrial base and the broader manufacturing
community that powers our state’s economy. | am happy to answer any questions.



