
 

OPPOSITION TESTIMONY for HB 292 

Ohio Senate Workforce Development Committee 

 

 

Dear Senate Workforce Development Committee: 

 

We’ve become a state with some of largest numbers of data centers.  We’re also a state that landfills 

some of the largest amounts of toxic waste.  We are a state that has already taken numerous contracts 

to produce military weapons.  Whatever we’re going to do with this bill, we’re already doing it, and this 

bill is superfluous. 

 

We live in a natural oasis of resources, and I do not want to see them forever squandered for whatever 

temporary gains a few people can make by turning Ohio into a state that sold out to the military 

industrial complex.  You might be enticed to believe that it is your role to make Ohio into a successful 

business, but as legislators, your role goes so far above and beyond that.  We are well-positioned to turn 

down military offers and build ourselves in ways that offer Ohioans the greatest amount of abundance, 

stability, and creativity.  We could be using our resources to figure out how we can get affordable 

healthcare to people, how to nourish our children better than any state around us, and how to build 

meaningful communities that do meaningful work that sustains us. 

 

There are people out there who really think that perpetuating war will incite the rapture.  There are 

people out there who believe that we need to be more efficient at war making.  There are people who 

believe that these lines of work will create an abundance of jobs and ones that people actually want.  

Some people find the orchestration of these things to be meaningful.  But we have an opportunity to 

actually be the heart of this country and work in ways that provide real meaning and fulfillment in our 

lives with thriving communities – and in ways that can produce real jobs, that people want, with 

equitable wages. 

 

I do not want us to be a state that enriches our lives and livelihoods in any way from the destruction of 

the lives and livelihoods of others.  I do not want us to be a state that believes that we are enriching our 

lives in any way when we are in fact poisoning the land and water around us as gas prices skyrocket and 

make living unaffordable with such activities.  If you can imagine Ohioans in a position where we have to 

start buying bottled water due to pollution from data centers or waste and you are unfazed by this 

notion, you are a businessperson with only moneyed interests and not a representative for your 

community.  We need strong representation in our communities that help protect us from bad business 

practices, from pollution, and from unaffordable living standards.  We need representation that reflects 

our values.  If you pass this bill, you will certainly not be representing me. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Emily Kichler 

Cleveland Resident 


