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Ohio Senate Workforce Development Committee
Submitted by Ohio resident J. Kay Coughlin, June 1, 2026

To the Senate Workforce Development Committee:

As a lifelong resident of the State of Ohio, | object to HB 292 on the grounds that it is
further entwining MY taxpayer dollars with the violence of what is known as the
“defense” industry. In reality, this industry is the war industrial complex, designed to
further enrich the pockets of companies whose sole purpose is to innovate war methods
and provide supplies for harming and killing humans.

There is so much suffering amongst my Ohio community members that could be
alleviated using my tax dollars. Instead of supporting the war industry, you could choose
to direct taxpayer dollars to pay for universal healthcare, universal pre-K education,
child nutrition programs, agricultural education and subsidies, addiction treatment
services, fair and affordable housing programs, individualized tutoring and mentoring for
children of all ages, and/or universal college tuition - and the list of non-violent,
life-supporting programming could go on and on.

| strongly oppose HB 292 as a resident of and taxpayer in Ohio. It is unethical to
promise resources for HB 292 initiatives that will harm, kill and destroy. Those resources
should instead be used to fund the basic, life-sustaining needs of Ohioans.

Thank you for your consideration,

J. Kay Coughlin
Ohio resident



