
 

1401 S. Main St., Suite 200, Dayton, OH 45409 
T (937) 222-4422    WWW.DAYTONREGION.COM 

 

 
 

Proponent Testimony provided by 
David Cordonnier, Manager of Engagement, Dayton Development Coalition 

on Sub. House Bill 292 
Ohio Senate Workforce Development Committee 

June 2, 2026 
 

Chair Koehler, Vice-Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Workforce Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present proponent 
testimony on Substitute House Bill 292, creating the Ohio Defense and Space Commission.  
 
The Dayton Development Coalition is a regional economic development organization whose 
mission is to support job creation and opportunity for the citizens of the Dayton Region. In 
addition, the Dayton Development Coalition works closely with aerospace and defense partners 
to promote Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and the Springfield Air National Guard Base.  
 
We commend Representative Mathews and Representative Santucci for sponsoring this 
important piece of legislation that will strengthen Ohio’s defense industry, installations, and 
military communities. Additionally, we appreciate the Senate for working with us to find middle 
ground on this legislation. While there have been significant changes made, we are still strong 
proponents of Sub. House Bill 292.  
 
The new substitute bill amends the commission from 18 members to 9 members while still 
retaining the public-private partnership intended, which we greatly appreciate. The commission 
will no longer be its own entity and will be housed within the Department of Development. We 
support this change as it should provide the commission with ample support to efficiently 
operate. Lastly, the funding for the commission has moved to $5M in GRF. While this change 
does not necessarily ensure long-term funding, it is a more predictable funding source than 
fluctuating returns on Israeli bond interest.  
 
In closing, Sub. House Bill 292 will move Ohio forward. The establishment of a statewide 
commission focused on advancing defense and space priorities is vital for the industries’ 
continued growth in Ohio. Administrations will change but having a permanent body with 
public and private voices at the table will ensure ongoing support for some of Ohio’s top 
industries. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of Sub. House Bill 292 and I urge your support.  
 

 


