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Chair Koehler, Vice-Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the Ohio 
Senate Workforce Development Committee, my name is Josh Prest and I am here on behalf 
of EOMAC, or the Eastern Ohio Military Affairs Commission, located in Youngstown, OH. As 
an Ohio based organization of which I currently serve as the Executive Director, thank you 
for the opportunity to testify in support of Sub. HB292, which will establish the Ohio 
Defense and Space Commission. I apologize that I could not be there in person today to 
advocate for this critical piece of legislation but I can assure you that EOMAC and the 
defense community in the Mahoning Valley is extremely supportive of this legislation.  

EOMAC directly supports the mission at both the Youngstown Air Reserve Station and 
Camp James A. Garfield, both located in Northeast Ohio. YARS is the 2nd largest employer 
in the Mahoning Valley and is currently in the process of converting to eight new C-130J 
airplanes, representing an $870M investment in NE Ohio, after flying the legacy C-130H 
airplanes for the last few decades. Attracting these missions and planes to Ohio is exactly 
the thing that the Ohio Defense and Space Commission, if enacted into law, would help 
support. The inclusion of private industry representatives on this Commission as well as 
support from the General Revenue Fund of $5M for the fiscal year will push this 
Commission forward quickly as we work to attract more missions, investment and military 
assets to the State of Ohio.  

We commend the Ohio General Assembly for pushing this important legislation that will 
have direct impacts on those we serve at both the Youngstown Air Reserve Station, home of 
the 910th Airlift Wing and the Dept. of War’s only fixed wing aerial spray mission, as well as 
the Camp James A. Garfield Ohio National Guard Training Center. Rep. Santucci and 
Matthews, the original co-sponsors of this legislation, have been champions for both 
installations and EOMAC over many years, so we are very thankful for their leadership on 
this legislation and for the defense industry across Ohio.  

For organizations like ours, this bill will provide the tools needed to grow, compete and 
create jobs here in Ohio. I respectfully urge support for Sub. HB292 to establish the Ohio 
Defense and Space Commission and to pass this legislation swiftly to get to work to bolster 
Ohio’s defense communities and assets. Thank you again for your time today.  

 

 



 
 

Sincerely, 

Josh Prest 
Executive Director 
Eastern Ohio Military Affairs Commission  


