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Chair Koehler, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Ingram, and honorable members of the
Senate Workforce Development committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written
testimony in support of House Bill 292.

The Ohio Chamber of Commerce is the state’s leading business advocate and represents over
8,000 companies that do business in Ohio. Our mission is to aggressively champion free
enterprise, economic competitiveness, and growth for the benefit of all Ohioans. We support
House Bill 292, legislation that establishes the Ohio Defense Commission and the Ohio Defense
Fund, because it supports Ohio’s growing defense industry.

Ohio has a strong and growing defense industry. Our state is home to the Air Force Research
Laboratory (AFRL), Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (WPAFB), the NASA Glenn Research Center,
the National Advanced Air Mobility Center of Excellence (NAAMCE), and hundreds of defense
industry suppliers including Anduril, Sierra Nevada Corporation, and GE Aerospace.

House Bill 292 creates a commission of legislators and regional representatives to guide Ohio’s
growing defense industry and establishes the Ohio Defense Fund to support our continued
economic development in the defense industry. Establishing the Ohio Defense Fund will provide
much-needed resources to modernize infrastructure and support businesses entering the
defense supply chain.

Creating the Ohio Defense Commission will give our state a unified voice in shaping defense
policy and pursuing new federal opportunities. Including both legislators and regional
representatives on it, such as a representative from the Ohio Chamber of Commerce, will create
the best overall connections between the commission and the industry to help Ohio’s aerospace
and defense industry continue to grow.

Thank you to Representative Ty Mathews and Representative Santucci for introducing this bill
and thank you to the members of this committee for your consideration. We urge your support
for this legislation.

Sincerely,

Matt Maclaren, Esq.
Director of Travel and Tourism Policy
Ohio Chamber of Commerce



