
Testimony for Ohio Senate Workforce Development Committee on Substitute House Bill 292 

Submitted by: Justin Bilyj, Ohio Resident,  

Date: June 9, 2026Chairman Koehler, Vice Chair Reynolds, and distinguished members of the 

Committee:I urge you to reject Substitute House Bill 292 in its entirety. This legislation would 

create a permanent Ohio Defense and Space Advisory Commission, complete with a grant 

program, industry-heavy appointees, and explicit authority to recruit “international businesses.” 

It starts with a $5 million General Revenue Fund seed but defers critical details—grant caps, 

intellectual property ownership, foreign partner restrictions, and taxpayer protections—to 

future rulemaking. Ohio does not need another layer of quasi-public bureaucracy insulated 

from meaningful public oversight.  

We already have sufficient tools and advantages in Ohio—Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 

NASA Glenn, strong universities, and JobsOhio’s existing Aerospace & Defense program. 

Expanding into yet another permanent commission with weak conflict-of-interest rules and 

executive-session exemptions for negotiations simply repeats a familiar pattern: modest “pilot” 

programs that quietly balloon into low-scrutiny pipelines for public funds.  

The deeper concern is the built-in push for international partnerships. The bill tasks this new 

commission with recruiting foreign businesses into Ohio’s defense and aerospace 

commercialization efforts. This opens doors to agreements with foreign governments whose 

intelligence services have previously admitted to—or been credibly documented—spying on 

American citizens. History shows that unaccountable public-private entities making such deals 

rarely prioritize Ohio taxpayers, workers, or sovereignty. They prioritize access, influence, and 

deal flow.  

 

Americans have every right to be wary. U.S. intelligence agencies themselves have engaged in 

warrantless mass surveillance of citizens’ communications, with millions of “backdoor” queries 

on Americans’ data. If our own agencies have operated this way, why would we trust Ohio 

institutions—shielded by executive sessions and minimal guardrails—to strike binding or 

influential agreements with foreign powers that have targeted U.S. persons? Foreign-linked 

commercialization of Ohio taxpayer-funded research or defense tech should face rigorous, 

transparent scrutiny, not streamlined pathways through a new permanent body.  

This is not “economic development.” It is the architecture for long-term public subsidies and 

foreign-influenced decision-making with inadequate democratic accountability. Ohioans 

deserve better: full oversight of existing programs like JobsOhio before any new commissions 

are created, stronger protections against foreign influence, and ironclad guarantees that 

taxpayer dollars and intellectual property serve Ohio first—not international partners with 



mixed track records.I respectfully ask the Committee to vote NO on Substitute House Bill 292. 

Protect Ohio’s sovereignty, fiscal responsibility, and public trust by rejecting this expansion of 

unaccountable structures.Thank you for your time and service to Ohio. 

Sincerely, 

Justin Bilyj 


