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SUMMARY

= Authorizes the use of natural organic reduction (“reduction”) as an allowable form of
disposition for human remains in any situation in which cremation is allowed and requires
reduction to be regulated generally in the same manner as cremation.

" Requires operators of reduction facilities to obtain a permit from the Board of Embalmers
and Funeral Directors.

®  Requires a reduction facility to be licensed by the Board of Embalmers and Funeral
Directors.

= Specifies fees for the issuance and renewal of reduction facility licenses and operating
permits.

DETAILED ANALYSIS

Overview

The bill authorizes “natural organic reduction” (reduction) as a form of disposition for
human remains. Reduction is the technical process whereby human or animal remains are
converted into soil in a reduction chamber using natural decomposition accelerated by adding
natural or organic materials, and includes the processing and pulverization of bone fragments.
A "reduction chamber” is (1) the enclosed space where the remains are reduced and (2) any other
attached, unenclosed, and mechanical components necessary for safe and proper equipment
functioning.!

1 R.C. 4717.01(Y) and (AA).
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Disposition of remains

Continuing law, unchanged by the bill, allows for various means of disposition for human
remains. The bill adds reduction as an allowable means of disposition in any situation where
cremation is also allowed. Additionally, the bill makes changes throughout the Revised Code
allowing reduction, reduction facilities, and reduction facility operators to be overseen and
regulated in the same manner as cremation, cremation facilities, and cremation facility
operators. A “reduction facility” is where a reduction chamber is located and reduction takes
place. A “reduction facility operator” is a person who engages in reduction at one or more
reduction facilities licensed under the bill and who has a reduction operator permit issued under
the bill.?

Under continuing law, a funeral director may not inter, cremate, deposit in a vault or
tomb, or otherwise dispose of a body until being issued a burial permit by a local registrar or
sub-registrar. Additionally, a person in charge of premises in which interments or cremations are
made is not permitted to inter, cremate, or otherwise dispose of a body if it is not accompanied
by the permit. This person must indorse the date upon the permit and retain the permit for at
least five years. Current law also requires the retention of other records relating to funeral
directors and the interment, cremation, or other disposal of bodies, which are open to public
inspection. The bill expands all of these provisions to apply to natural organic reduction and
reduction facilities.?

Licensing

Continuing law imposes various restrictions and requirements on the handling and
disposition of human remains. The bill adds to these, specifying that no person is to engage in
the reduction of remains or operate a reduction facility unless they hold a reduction facility
operator permit and a reduction facility license.* Accordingly, the bill requires the Board of
Embalmers and Funeral Directors to adopt rules regarding requirements for licensing and
operation of reduction facilities, including educational standards, and to administer and issue,
reduction facility licenses and operating permits.°

2 R.C. 9.15, 313.12, 759.01, 1713.36, 1721.06, 1721.18, 1721.21, 2108.15, 2108.70, 2108.72, 2108.75,
2108.82, 2108.83, 2108.84, 2108.85, 2108.86, 2108.87, 2111.13, 2743.51, 2925.01, 3705.01, 3705.18,
3705.19, 3705.20, 4511.451, 4717.01(Z) and (CC), 4717.03, 4717.04, 4717.06, 4717.08, 4717.11, 4747.13,
4717.14, 4717.15, 4717.20, 4717.21, 4717.22, 4717.23, 4717.24, 4717.25, 4717.26, 4717.27, 4717.28,
4717.29, 4717.30, 4717.36, 4717.41, 4767.05, 5120.45, 5121.11, 5121.53, 5901.25, 5901.26, 5901.27,
5901.29, and 5901.32.

3R.C.3705.17.
4R.C. 4717.13(A)(11) and (16).
> R.C. 4717.04(A)(11) and 4717.06(A)(1) and (E).
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Any person seeking a permit must apply to the board on a form prescribed by the board.®
The applicant must include with the application the initial permit fee and evidence, verified under
oath and satisfactory to the board, that the applicant satisfied both of the following
requirements:

®  The applicant is at least 18 years of age;

® The applicant has satisfactorily completed a certification program for operating a
reduction facility that is approved by the board and has presented to the board a
certificate showing completion of the program.

If the board determines that the applicant satisfies all of the requirements of the bill, the
board shall issue to the applicant a permit as a reduction facility operator. However, the board
may revoke or suspend a permit issued under the bill, or subject a permit holder to discipline, in
accordance with the laws, rules, and procedures applicable to licensees.’

A reduction facility may be located in a funeral home, embalming facility, cemetery
facility, crematory facility, or any other building in which a reduction facility may lawfully operate,
so long as the facility is adequately equipped and maintained in a clean and sanitary manner.
Reduction chambers that are used to process human remains may not be used to process animal
remains and vice versa, but human reduction chambers and animal reduction chambers may be
located in the same area. Animal reduction chambers must be conspicuously labelled as being
for the reduction of animal remains only.?

The board is required to issue a reduction facility license only to the holder of a reduction
facility operator permit who is actually in charge and ultimately responsible for the reduction
facility. However, reduction license recipients are not required to also hold an embalmer or
funeral director license or a crematory operator permit.®

Facility licenses are only to be issued for the address at which the reduction facility is
physically located and operated. The license is required to be displayed in a conspicuous place
within the reduction facility. The bill specifies that it is not to be construed as precluding the
establishment and operation of a reduction facility on or next door to a cemetery, funeral home,
embalming facility, or crematory facility.1°

The bill requires any person who is licensed to operate a reduction facility to obtain a new
license upon any change in the location of the facility or any change in the ownership of the

® The bill’s language appears to create an exception to the permit requirement through referencing a
specific division, though that division does not exist in the bill and there is no stated exception to the
requirement to obtain a permit for reduction facility operators. A corrective amendment may be needed
to address this issue.

’R.C. 4717.052.

8 R.C. 4717.06(E)(2) and 4717.13(A)(12).
9 R.C. 4717.06(E)(3).

10R.C. 4717.06(E)(1) and (4).
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business entity operating the facility that results in the ownership of the business entity being
held by one or more persons who solely or in combination with others did not own a majority of
the business entity immediately before the change in ownership. The person licensed to operate
the reduction facility is required to surrender the current license to the board within 30 days after
any such change occurs.!

License and permit fees

The billimposes the following fees with regard to reduction facility licenses and operating
permits:

= Reduction facility license application fee — $400;
®  Bjennial reduction facility license renewal — $400;

® Lapsed license reinstatement fee — $50 for each month or portion of a month the license
was lapsed, capped at $500;'?

® |nitial reduction facility operator permit — $150;
®  Bjennial renewal of reduction facility operator permit — $150;

® Lapsed reduction facility operation permit reinstatement fee - $50 for each month or
portion of a month the permit is lapsed, capped*? at $500.%4

HISTORY

Action Date

Introduced 11-18-25

ANHBO0591IN-136/sb

11R.C.4717.11(D).

12 It is unclear whether the $500 cap applies to only the reinstatement fee or the combined biennial
renewal fee plus the reinstatement fee.

13 1t is unclear whether the $500 cap applies to only the reinstatement fee or the combined biennial
renewal fee plus the reinstatement fee.

14 R.C. 4717.07(A)(13), (14), (15), and (16).
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