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SUMMARY

" Requires the Department of Education and Workforce to adopt standards for food literacy
education in grades K-12.

®  Requires public schools to post the standards to their website and expressly permits them
to use the standards in their curriculum.

" Entitles the bill the Food Literacy and Nutrition Education Act.

DETAILED ANALYSIS

The bill requires the Department of Education and Workforce to adopt standards for food
literacy education in grades K-12 by December 31, 2026. Based on a review of relevant and
current national and state standards, the Department must include in the standards information
that will provide students with specific guidance on how to make informed healthy food choices,
how to prepare meals, and how food is grown.!

The Department must post the adopted standards to its website and provide the
standards and any revisions made to all school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and
college-preparatory boarding schools. Districts and schools may use the standards in their
curriculum, though if a district or school does not use the standards, it must provide its students
with a copy of, or access to, the standards. Each district or school must post the standards and
revisions on its publicly accessible website.?

The bill permits a student to be excused from any food literacy instruction aligned with
the standards adopted by the Department upon written request from the student’s parent or
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guardian. Though, it further clarifies that it does not exempt a student from any health education
or other curriculum requirements established for high school graduation.?

The bill exempts the food literacy standards from the general prohibition against the
Department from adopting or revising any health education standards or curriculum unless they
are approved by concurrent resolution of the General Assembly.
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