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Highlights

® The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) may experience a minimal increase in costs if any
rules are promulgated. It is possible there could be some minimal costs to ensure
electronic monitoring regulations are being followed and to investigate any associated
complaints.

Detailed Analysis

Electronic monitoring

The bill expands the types of long-term care facilities where an electronic monitoring
device may be installed in a resident’s room under certain conditions to include residential care
facilities. Currently, only nursing homes or facilities that are Medicare- or Medicaid-certified as a
skilled nursing facility or nursing facility are permitted to allow electronic monitoring devices.
Additionally, the bill expands who may authorize an electronic monitoring device in a resident’s
room from only a guardian or attorney-in-fact to include any sponsor a resident designates. The
bill permits the resident of a long-term care facility or the resident’s designated sponsor or
attorney-in-fact to select an electronic monitoring device, and the bill prohibits a long-term care
facility from banning the use of electronic monitoring devices with two-way audio and video
communication abilities. However, the bill permits a long-term care facility to charge a fee for
electronic monitoring device installation or internet connection. The installation fee may be up
to $50, and the internet connection fee may be up to $2 per month.

Fiscal impact

The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) may experience some costs if any rules are
promulgated. In addition, ODH is responsible for conducting surveys of facilities for compliance
with state and federal rules and regulations and investigating complaints. It is possible that ODH
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could realize additional costs to ensure that electronic monitoring regulations are being followed
and to investigate any complaints received.
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