
Amendment No. AM_136_2978

Sub. S. B. No. 276

l_136_2056-2

__________________________ moved to amend as follows:

In line 1 of the title, after "sections" insert "3313.537,"; after 

"4731.156" insert ","

In line 2 of the title, after "sections" insert "3313.5321,"; after 

"4731.191" insert ","

In line 6 of the title, delete "and"

In line 7 of the title, after "therapists" insert ", and to enact 

the Student Athlete Mobility (SAM) Act regarding student petitions to 

participate in extracurricular activities at neighboring public schools"

In line 8, after "sections" insert "3313.537,"; after "4731.156" 

insert ","

In line 9, after "sections" insert "3313.5321,"; after "4731.191" 

insert ","

After line 10, insert:

"Sec. 3313.537. (A) As used in this section, 

"extracurricular activity" means a pupil activity program that a 

school or school district operates and is not included in the 
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school district's graded course of study, including an 

interscholastic extracurricular activity that a school or school 

district sponsors or participates in and that has participants 

from more than one school or school district. 

(B)(1) A student who is enrolled in a community school 

established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code or in a 

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics school 

established under Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code shall be 

afforded, by the superintendent of the school district in which 

the student is entitled to attend school under section 3313.64 

or 3313.65 of the Revised Code, the opportunity to participate 

in that extracurricular activity at the district school to which 

the student otherwise would be assigned during that school year. 

If more than one school operated by the school district serves 

the student's grade level, as determined by the district 

superintendent based on the student's age and academic 

performance, the student shall be afforded the opportunity to 

participate in that extracurricular activity at the school to 

which the student would be assigned by the superintendent under 

section 3319.01 of the Revised Code.

(2) The superintendent of any school district may afford 

any student enrolled in community school or science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics school, and who is not entitled to 

attend school in the district under section 3313.64 or 3313.65 

of the Revised Code, the opportunity to participate in an 

extracurricular activity offered by a school of the district, if 

both of the following apply:

(a) The school in which the student is enrolled does not 

offer the extracurricular activity.

(b) The Except as provided in section 3313.5321 of the 
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Revised Code, the extracurricular activity is not 

interscholastic athletics or interscholastic contests or 

competition in music, drama, or forensics.

(C) In order to participate in any extracurricular 

activity under this section, the student shall be of the 

appropriate age and grade level, as determined by the 

superintendent of the district, for the school that offers the 

extracurricular activity, and shall fulfill the same academic, 

nonacademic, and financial requirements as any other 

participant.

(D) No school district board of education shall take any 

action contrary to the provisions of this section.

(E) No school or school district shall impose additional 

rules on a student to participate under this section that do not 

apply to other students participating in the same 

extracurricular activity. No school or school district shall 

impose fees for a student to participate under this section that 

exceed any fees charged to other students participating in the 

same extracurricular activity.

(F) No school district, interscholastic conference, or 

organization that regulates interscholastic conferences or 

events shall require a student who is eligible to participate in 

extracurricular activities under this section to meet 

eligibility requirements that conflict with this section.

Sec. 3313.5321.   (A) As used in this section:  

(1) "Community school" means a community school 

established under Chapter 3314. Of the Revised Code.

(2) "Extracurricular activity" has the same meaning as in 
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section 3313.537 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "High school" means a school that serves any of grades 

nine through twelve.

(4) "Neighboring school" means either of the following:

(a) For a board of education, any of the following:

(i) A high school operated by the board of education other 

than the high school in which the student is enrolled;

(ii) A high school operated by a school district that 

directly borders the board of education's school district;

(iii) If the board of education's school district borders 

Lake Erie, a high school operated by an island school district;

(iv) Any other public high school that is located within 

the territory of either the board of education's school district 

or a school district that directly borders the board of 

education's school district.

(b) For a school governing body, any of the following:

(i) A high school operated by the board of education of 

the school district in which the other public high school is 

located;

(ii) A high school operated by a school district that 

directly borders the school district in which the other public 

high school is located;

(iii) A different other public high school that is located 

within the territory of either of the following:

(I) The school district in which the other public high 

school is located;
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(II) A school district that directly borders that school 

district in which the other public high school is located.

(5) "Other public high school" means a community school or 

STEM school that is a high school.

(6) "School governing body" means the governing authority 

of a community school or the governing body of a STEM school.

(7) "STEM school" means a STEM school established under 

Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code.

(B) Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, each school 

district board of education and school governing body that 

operates a high school that offers an extracurricular activity 

and is a member school of an organization that regulates 

interscholastic athletics shall adopt a policy that permits a 

student who is enrolled in a neighboring school that does not 

offer that extracurricular activity to petition to participate 

in that activity at the board of education's or school governing 

body's high school. Each policy shall include all of the 

following:

(1) The form and manner in which a neighboring school 

student may petition to participate in an extracurricular 

activity;

(2) A requirement that both the superintendent of the 

school district in which the student is enrolled and the 

neighboring school's superintendent or chief administrative 

officer approves the student's participation in the  

extracurricular activity. The superintendent of the school 

district in which the student is enrolled must also certify that 

the student has not participated in the  extracurricular 

activity at that school district during that school year.
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(3) A requirement that, if the student is enrolled in a 

school district that operates multiple high schools, the student 

must first petition to participate in an extracurricular 

activity at another high school operated by the district if one 

offers the activity. If a student is not approved to participate 

in an activity at another school operated by the student's 

district, the student may petition to participate in the 

extracurricular activity under the policy at a high school that 

is not operated by the student's district.

(C) A student shall not participate in the same 

extracurricular activity under this section at more than one 

high school operated by a school district or other public high 

school in any one school year.

(D) If a high school operated by a school district or 

other public high school participates in any regular season 

contest for an extracurricular activity and subsequently ceases 

offering that activity before the conclusion of the activity's 

season, a student enrolled in that school is not eligible to 

petition to participate in that activity under this section 

until the next school year.

(E) A student is not eligible to petition to participate 

in an extracurricular activity under this section solely because 

the school in which the student is enrolled does not offer the 

competition level at which the student wishes to participate, 

such as a varsity, junior varsity, or freshman team. 

(F) A board of education or school governing body that 

operates a high school and is a member school of an organization 

that regulates interscholastic athletics may partner with a 

neighboring school to establish a single team for an activity if 

neither school has a sufficient number of students willing to 
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participate in the extracurricular activity. A sufficient number 

of students shall mean the sum of:

(the minimum number of students required for competition 

in an extracurricular activity during play) + (half of that 

number, rounded up to the nearest whole).

(G) In order to participate in any extracurricular 

activity under this section, the student shall be of the 

appropriate age and grade level, as determined by the 

superintendent of the district, at the school that offers the 

extracurricular activity, and shall fulfill the same academic, 

nonacademic, and financial requirements as any other 

participant, including trying out for a position on any 

activity."

In line 1916, after "sections" insert "3313.537,"; after "4731.156" 

insert ","

After line 1919, insert:

"Section 4. The amendment or enactment of sections 

3313.537 and 3313.5321 of the Revised Code by this act shall be 

known as the Student Athlete Mobility (SAM) Act."

The motion was __________ agreed to.

SYNOPSIS

Student Athlete Mobility (SAM) Act 

R.C. 3313.537 and 3313.5321; Section 4

Requires the governing bodies of certain public high 
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schools to adopt a policy that permits a student enrolled in a 

neighboring public high school that does not offer that 

extracurricular activity to petition to participate in that 

extracurricular activity at its high school, beginning with the 

2026-2027 school year.

Applies the requirement to each public high school that 

(1) offers an extracurricular activity and (2) is a member of an 

organization that regulates interscholastic athletics.

Prohibits a student from participating in the same 

extracurricular activity at more than one high school operated 

by a school district or other public high school in any one 

school year.

Permits public high schools that are members of an 

organization that regulates interscholastic athletics to partner 

with a neighboring school to establish a single team if neither 

school has a sufficient number of students willing to 

participate in the activity.

In order to participate in an extracurricular activity, 

requires the student to be of the appropriate age and grade 

level, as determined by the superintendent of the district, at 

the school that offers the extracurricular activity, and fulfill 

the same academic, nonacademic, and financial requirements as 

any other participant, including trying out for a position on 

the activity.

Entitles the provisions of the bill related to sports 

participation as the "Student Athlete Mobility" (SAM) Act.
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