As Introduced

136th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 395
2025-2026

Senator Blessing

To amend sections 111.27, 3501.01, 3501.06,

3501.22, 3501.23, 3505.03, 3505.04, 3505.08,
3505.10, 3505.23, 3505.27, 3505.33, 3505.34,
3505.35, 3505.36, 3505.37, 3506.11, 3509.03,
3509.04, 3511.02, 3511.05, 3513.01, 3513.02,
3513.04, 3513.041, 3513.05, 3513.052, 3513.07,
3513.08, 3513.10, 3513.12, 3513.121, 3513.13,
3513.14, 3513.15, 3513.18, 3513.19, 3513.20,
3513.22, 3513.24, 3513.251, 3513.253, 3513.254,

3513.255, 3513.257, 3513.261, 3513.263, 3513.30,

3513.31, 3513.311, 3513.32, 3513.33, 3517.01,
3517.012, 3517.01l6, 3517.02, and 3517.03; to

amend, for the purpose of adopting a new section

number as indicated in parentheses, section
3513.041 (3505.101); to enact section 3505.301;
and to repeal sections 3513.16, 3513.191,
3513.192, 3513.23, 3513.256, 3513.262, 3513.28,
3513.301, 3513.312, 3517.013, and 3517.014 of
the Revised Code to implement a top-three
primary election system and a consensus choice
general election system for congressional,

state, and local offices.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:
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Section 1. That sections 111.27, 3501.01, 3501.06,
3501.22, 3501.23, 3505.03, 3505.04, 3505.08, 3505.10, 3505.23,
3505.27, 3505.33, 3505.34, 3505.35, 3505.36, 3505.37, 3506.11,
3509.03, 3509.04, 3511.02, 3511.05, 3513.01, 3513.02, 3513.04,
3513.041, 3513.05, 3513.052, 3513.07, 3513.08, 3513.10, 3513.12,
3513.121, 3513.13, 3513.14, 3513.15, 3513.18, 3513.19, 3513.20,
3513.22, 3513.24, 3513.251, 3513.253, 3513.254, 3513.255,
3513.257, 3513.261, 3513.263, 3513.30, 3513.31, 3513.311,
3513.32, 3513.33, 3517.01, 3517.012, 3517.016, 3517.02, and
3517.03 be amended; section 3513.041 (3505.101) be amended for
the purpose of adopting a new section number as indicated in
parentheses; and section 3505.301 of the Revised Code be enacted

to read as follows:

Sec. 111.27. There is hereby established in the state
treasury the board of elections fund. The fund shall be used by
the secretary of state to provide advancements, subject to

recoupment, or to reimburse boards of elections pursuant to

gn

sections 354+3-304+—3

13-312,—3515.071+ and 3521.03 of the
Revised Code, and to provide training and educational programs
for members and employees of boards of elections. The fund shall

receive transfers of cash pursuant to controlling board action.

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to elections and political communications:

(A) "General election" means the election held on the

first Tuesday after the first Monday in each November.

(B) "Regular municipal election" means the election held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

odd-numbered year.

(C) "Regular state election" means the election held on
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the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

even-numbered year.

(D) "Special election" means any election other than those
elections defined in other divisions of this section. A special
election may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in May or November, on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in August in accordance with section 3501.022 of the
Revised Code, or on the day authorized by a particular municipal
or county charter for the holding of a primary election, except
that in any year in which a presidential primary election is
held, no special election shall be held in May, except as
authorized by a municipal or county charter, but may be held on

the third Tuesday after the first Monday in March.

(E) (1) "Primary" or "primary election" means an election

held for the purpose of nominating persons as candidates ef—

featl—parties—for election to offices+ and for the purpose

Hh

[0)]

a+—parties holding party primaries.

Primary elections shall be held on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in May of each year except in years in which a

presidential primary election is held.

(2) "Party primary" means a primary election at which

members of a political party are elected to partisan office.

(3) "Presidential primary election" means a party primary

teetion—asdefimned by division {1 )r—ef+thisseetieon—at which

an election is held for the purpose of choosing delegates and
alternates to the national conventions of the major political
parties pursuant to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless

otherwise specified, presidential primary elections are included

Page 3

52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73

74
75

76
77
78
79
80
81



S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

in references to primary elections and to party primaries. In

years in which a presidential primary election is held, all
primary elections shall be held on the third Tuesday after the
first Monday in March except as otherwise authorized by a

municipal or county charter.

(F) "Political party" means any group of voters meeting
the requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised

Code for the formation and existence of a political party.

(1) "Major political party" means any political party

organized under the laws of this state whose eandidate—for

SO

rror—or—nominees for presidential electors received not less
than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at

the most recent regular state election.

(2) "Minor political party" means any political party
organized under the laws of this state that meets either of the

following requirements:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the

political party's eandidate—for goverpor—eornominees for
presidential electors received less than twenty per cent but not
less than three per cent of the total vote cast for such office
at the most recent regular state election. A political party
that meets the requirements of this division remains a political
party for a period of four years after meeting those

requirements.

(b) The political party has filed with the secretary of
state, subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of
division (F) (2) (a) of this section, a petition that meets the

requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

A newly formed political party shall be known as a minor
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political party until the time of the first election for

gowverpor—or—president which occurs not less than twelve months
subsequent to the formation of such party, after which election

the status of such party shall be determined by the vote for the

office of geovermeor—or—president.

(G) "Dominant party in a precinct" or "dominant political
party in a precinct" means that political party whose candidate
for election to the office of gewvermor—president at the most
recent regular state election at which a gewvermrer—president was
elected received more votes than any other person received for

election to that office in such precinct at such election.

(H) "Candidate" means any qualified person certified in
accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placement
on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special
election to be held in this state, or any qualified person who
claims to be a write-in candidate, or who knowingly assents to
being represented as a write-in candidate by another at either a

primary, general, or special election to be held in this state.

(I) "Independent candidate" means any candidate who claims
not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose name has
been certified on the office-type ballot at a general or special
election through the filing of a statement of candidacy and
nominating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the

Revised Code.

(J) "Nonpartisan candidate" means any candidate whose name
is required, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to
be listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candidates
for judge of a municipal court, county court, or court of common
pleas, for member of any board of education, for municipal or

township offices in which primary elections are not held for
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nominating candidates by political parties, and for offices of
municipal corporations having charters that provide for separate

ballots for elections for these offices.

(K) "Party candidate" means any candidate who claims to be
a member of a political party and who has been certified to
appear on the office-type ballot at a general or special
election as the nominee of a political party because the
candidate has won the primary election of the candidate's party
for the public office the candidate seeks, has been nominated
under section 3517.012, or is selected by party committee in

accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revised Code.

(L) "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not
limited to, any member, elected or appointed, of a controlling
committee, whether representing the territory of the state, a
district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a
precinct, or other territory, of a major or minor political

party.

(M) "Question or issue" means any question or issue
certified in accordance with the Revised Code for placement on
an official ballot at a general or special election to be held

in this state.

(N) "Elector" or "qualified elector" means a person having

the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to vote.
(O) "Voter" means an elector who votes at an election.

(P) "Voting residence" means that place of residence of an
elector which shall determine the precinct in which the elector

may vote.

(Q) "Precinct" means a district within a county

established by the board of elections of such county within
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which all qualified electors having a voting residence therein

may vote at the same polling place.

(R) "Polling place" means that place provided for each
precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such

precinct may vote.

(S) "Board" or "board of elections" means the board of
elections appointed in a county pursuant to section 3501.06 of

the Revised Code.

(T) "Political subdivision" means a county, township,

city, village, or school district.

(U) "Election officer" or "election official" means any of

the following:
(1) Secretary of state;

(2) Employees of the secretary of state serving the
division of elections in the capacity of attorney,
administrative officer, administrative assistant, elections

administrator, office manager, or clerical supervisor;
(3) Director of a board of elections;
(4) Deputy director of a board of elections;
(5) Member of a board of elections;
(6) Employees of a board of elections;
(7) Precinct election officials;

(8) Employees appointed by the boards of elections on a

temporary or part-time basis.

(V) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by a board

of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state,
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informing a voter registration applicant or an applicant who
wishes to change the applicant's residence or name of the status
of the application; the information necessary to complete or
update the application, if any; and if the application is

complete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote.

(W) "Confirmation notice" means a notice sent by a board
of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, to
a registered elector to confirm the registered elector's current
address, date of birth, or United States citizenship, the number
of the elector's Ohio driver's license or state identification
card, the last four digits of the elector's social security
number, or any other information required for registration. The
notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, shall be accompanied
by a postage prepaid, preaddressed return envelope containing a
form on which the elector may verify or correct the elector's
registration, and shall meet the requirements of the National

Voter Registration Act of 1993.

(X) "Designated agency" means an office or agency in the
state that provides public assistance or that provides state-
funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to
persons with disabilities and that is required by the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to implement a program designed
and administered by the secretary of state for registering
voters, or any other public or government office or agency that
implements a program designed and administered by the secretary
of state for registering voters, including the department of job
and family services, the program administered under section
3701.132 of the Revised Code by the department of health, the
department of behavioral health, the department of developmental
disabilities, the opportunities for Ohioans with disabilities

agency, and any other agency the secretary of state designates.
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"Designated agency" does not include public high schools and
vocational schools, public libraries, or the office of a county

treasurer.

(Y) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" means the
"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 42
U.S.C.A. 1973gg.

(Z) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights

Act of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U.S.C.A. 1973, as amended.

(AA) (1) "Photo identification" means one of the following
documents that includes the individual's name and photograph and

is not expired:

(a) An Ohio driver's license, state identification card,
or interim identification form issued by the registrar of motor
vehicles or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or 4507. of

the Revised Code;
(b) A United States passport or passport card;

(c) A United States military identification card, Ohio
national guard identification card, or United States department

of veterans affairs identification card.

(2) A "copy" of an individual's photo identification means
images of both the front and back of a document described in
division (AA) (1) of this section, except that if the document is
a United States passport, a copy of the photo identification
means an image of the passport's identification page that
includes the individual's name, photograph, and other

identifying information and the passport's expiration date.

(BB) "Driver's license" means a license or permit issued

by the registrar or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or
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4507. of the Revised Code that authorizes an individual to
drive. "Driver's license" includes a driver's license,
commercial driver's license, probationary license, restricted
license, motorcycle operator's license, or temporary instruction
permit identification card. "Driver's license" does not include
a limited term license issued under section 4506.14 or 4507.09

of the Revised Code.

(CC) "State identification card" means a card issued by
the registrar or a deputy registrar under sections 4507.50 to

4507.52 of the Revised Code.

(DD) "Interim identification form" means the document
issued by the registrar or a deputy registrar to an applicant
for a driver's license or state identification card that
contains all of the information otherwise found on the license
or card and that an applicant may use as a form of
identification until the physical license or card arrives in the

mail.

(EE) (1) "Proof of citizenship" means evidence that an
individual is a United States citizen, in the form of one of the

following:

(a) The number of the individual's current Ohio driver's
license or state identification card, if the secretary of state
verifies using information obtained from the bureau of motor
vehicles that the individual has submitted documentation to the
bureau that indicates that the individual is a United States

citizen;

(b) The individual's current Ohio driver's license, state
identification card, or interim identification form issued on or

after April 7, 2023, or a copy of the front and back of that
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license, card, or form, if the license, card, or form does not 284
include a notation designating that the individual is a 285
noncitizen of the United States; 286

(c) The individual's birth certificate, certification of 287
report of birth, or consular report of birth abroad, or a copy 288
of one of those documents; 289

(d) The individual's current United States passport or 290
passport card, a copy of the identification page of the 291
passport, or a copy of the front and back of the passport card; 292

(e) The individual's certificate of naturalization or 293
certificate of citizenship or a copy of one of those documents; 294

(f) The individual's I-797 notice of action for form N- 295
565, application for replacement naturalization/citizenship 296
document issued by United States citizenship and immigration 297
services, if the notice indicates that the application has been 298
approved; a copy of that notice; or an original or copy of the 299
successor form of that notice issued by the federal agency that 300
is responsible for fulfilling requests for replacement 301
naturalization or citizenship documents. 302

(2) If an individual's current legal name is different 303
from the name on the individual's proof of citizenship, the 304
individual also shall provide proof of the change of name, such 305
as a copy of a marriage license or court order. 306

(FF) "Voter-nominated office" means a congressional or 307
state elective office for which a candidate may choose to have 308
the candidate's party preference or lack of party preference 309
indicated upon the ballot. The following offices are voter- 310
nominated offices: 311

(1) Governor; 312
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(2) Lieutenant governor;

(3) Secretary of state;

(4) Treasurer of state;

(5) Attorney general;

(6) Member of the senate of the United States;

(7) Member of the United States house of representatives;

(8) Member of the Ohio senate;

(9) Member of the Ohio house of representatives.

(GG) "Nonpartisan office" means an elective office, except

for a voter-nominated office, for which no party may nominate a

candidate. The following offices are nonpartisan offices:

(1) Judicial offices;

(2) Member of a board of education;

(3) County offices, except for elective offices within a

political party as described in section 3517.03 of the Revised

Code;

(4) Municipal offices;

(5) Township offices.

(HH) "Partisan office" means the office of member of a

political party's controlling committee or the office of

delegate or alternate to a political party's national

convention.

(ITI) "Consensus choice" means a candidate who wins each of

the candidate's pairings in a general election held in

connection to a preceding top-three primary election.

Page 12

313

314

315

316

317

318

319

320

321
322
323

324

325

326
327
328

329

330

331
332
333
334

335
336
337



S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

(JJ) "Margin of loss" means, for a losing candidate in a

given pairing in a general election, the number of voters who

indicated a preference for the winning candidate over the losing

candidate minus the number of voters who indicated a preference

for the losing candidate over the winning candidate.

Sec. 3501.06. (A) There shall be in each county of the
state a board of elections consisting of four qualified electors
of the county, who shall be appointed by the secretary of state,

as the secretary's representatives.

(B) (1) On the first day of March in the years 2014 and
2016, the secretary of state shall appoint two of such board
members for a term of three years. One of those board members
shall be from the political party which cast the highest number
of votes for the office of governor at the most recent regular
state election, and the other shall be from the political party
which cast the next highest number of votes for the office of

governor at such election.

(2) Beginning in 2017, on the first day of March in odd-
numbered years, the secretary of state shall appoint two of such
board members for a term of four years. One of those board
members shall be from the political party which cast the highest

number of votes in this state for the office of gevernor—

president at the most recent regular state election at which a

person was elected to such office, and the other shall be from

the political party which cast the next highest number of votes

in this state for the office of gewvermer—president at such

election. Thereafter, all appointments shall be made on the
first day of March in odd-numbered years for a term of four

years.

(C) All vacancies filled for unexpired terms and all
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appointments to new terms shall be made from the political party
to which the vacating or outgoing member belonged, unless there
is a third political party which cast a greater number of votes
in the state at the most recent regular state election for the
office of gewvermeor—president than did the party to which the
retiring member belonged, in which event the vacancy shall be

filled from such third party.

Sec. 3501.22. (A) (1) Except as otherwise provided in
division (A) (2) of this section, on or before the fifteenth day
of September in each year, the board of elections by a majority
vote shall, after careful examination and investigation as to
their qualifications, appoint for each election precinct four
residents of the county in which the precinct is located, as
precinct election officials. Except as otherwise provided in
division (C) of this section, all precinct election officials
shall be qualified electors. The precinct election officials
shall constitute the election officers of the precinct. Not more
than one-half of the total number of precinct election officials
shall be members of the same political party. The term of such
precinct officers shall be for one year. The board may, at any
time, designate any number of election officers, not more than
one-half of whom shall be members of the same political party,
to perform their duties at any precinct in any election. The
board may appoint additional officials, equally divided between
the two major political parties, when necessary to expedite
voting. If the board of elections determines that four precinct
election officials are not required in a precinct for a special
election, the board of elections may select two of the
precinct's election officers, who are not members of the same
political party, to serve as the precinct election officials for

that precinct in that special election.
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Vacancies for unexpired terms shall be filled by the
board. When new precincts have been created, the board shall
appoint precinct election officials for those precincts for the
unexpired term. Any precinct election official may be summarily
removed from office at any time by the board for neglect of
duty, malfeasance, or misconduct in office or for any other good

and sufficient reason.

Precinct election officials shall perform all of the
duties provided by law for receiving the ballots and supplies,
opening and closing the polls, and overseeing the casting of
ballots during the time the polls are open, and any other duties

required by section 3501.26 of the Revised Code.

A board of elections may designate two precinct election
officials as counting officials to count and tally the votes
cast and certify the results of the election at each precinct,
and perform other duties as provided by law. To expedite the
counting of votes at each precinct, the board may appoint
additional officials, not more than one-half of whom shall be

members of the same political party.

Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (2) of this
section, the board shall designate one of the precinct election
officials who is a member of the dominant political party to
serve as a voting location manager, whose duty it is to deliver
the returns of the election and all supplies to the office of
the board. For these services, the voting location manager shall
receive additional compensation in an amount, consistent with
section 3501.28 of the Revised Code, determined by the board of

elections.

The board shall issue to each precinct election official a

certificate of appointment, which the official shall present to
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the voting location manager at the time the polls are opened.

(2) If the board of elections, by a vote of at least three
members of the board, opts to have a single voting location
serve more than one precinct, the board may do any of the

following:

(a) Designate a single voting location manager for the
voting location. The voting location manager shall be a member
of the political party whose candidate received the highest
number of votes for gewermer—president at the most recent
general election for that office in the precincts whose polling
places are located at the applicable voting location, when
tallying the combined vote for gewermer—president in all such

precincts.

(b) Combine the pollbooks for those precincts to create a

single pollbook for the voting location;

(c) If electronic pollbooks are being used in the voting
location, as described in section 3506.021 of the Revised Code,
appoint not less than two precinct election officials for each
precinct, so long as the board approves the decision to reduce
the number of precinct election officials by the affirmative

vote of at least three of its members.

(B) If the board of elections determines that not enough
qualified electors in a precinct are available to serve as
precinct officers, it may appoint persons to serve as precinct
officers at a primary, special, or general election who are at
least seventeen years of age and are registered to vote in

accordance with section 3503.07 of the Revised Code.

(C) (1) A board of elections, in conjunction with the board

of education of a city, local, or exempted village school
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district, the governing authority of a community school
established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code, or the
chief administrator of a nonpublic school may establish a
program permitting certain high school students to apply and, if
appointed by the board of elections, to serve as precinct

officers at a primary, special, or general election.

In addition to the requirements established by division
(C) (2) of this section, a board of education, governing
authority, or chief administrator that establishes a program
under this division in conjunction with a board of elections may
establish additional criteria that students shall meet to be

eligible to participate in that program.

(2) (a) To be eligible to participate in a program
established under division (C) (1) of this section, a student
shall be a United States citizen, a resident of the county, and

at least seventeen years of age.

(b) Any student applying to participate in a program
established under division (C) (1) of this section, as part of
the student's application process, shall declare the student's

political party affiliation with the board of elections.

(3) No student appointed as a precinct officer pursuant to
a program established under division (C) (1) of this section

shall be designated as a voting location manager.

(4) Any student participating in a program established
under division (C) (1) of this section shall be excused for that
student's absence from school on the day of an election at which

the student is serving as a precinct officer.

(D) In any precinct with six or more precinct officers, up

to two students participating in a program established under
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division (C) (1) of this section who are under eighteen years of

age may serve as precinct officers. Not more than one precinct
officer in any given precinct with fewer than six precinct

officers shall be under eighteen years of age.

Sec. 3501.23. A board of elections shall, by the adoption

of a resolution, provide that, at any special election at which

n
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T T \ET]
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duties prescribed for the proper conduct of an election by
precinct officials. Such precinct officials shall be well
qualified for the performance of their duties and said precinct
officials for any special election shall be selected from among
those regularly appointed under section 3501.22 of the Revised
Code, but the precinct officials for any party primary election
shall be selected from among those regularly appointed under
such section, provided that such officials shall be equally

divided between the two major political parties.

Sec. 3505.03. (A) On the office type ballot shall be
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(B) The face of the ballot below the stub shall be

substantially in the following form:
"OFFICIAL OFFICE TYPE BALLOT

(1) To vote for a candidate record your vote in the manner

provided next to the name of such candidate.

(2) If you tear, soil, deface, or erroneously mark this
ballot, return it to the precinct election officers or, if you
cannot return it, notify the precinct election officers, and

obtain another ballot."

(C) The order in which the offices shall be listed on the

ballot shall be prescribed by, and certified to each board of

elections by, the secretary of state; provided that for state,

district, and county offices the order from top to bottom shall

be as follows: governor and lieutenant governor, attorney

general, auditor of state, secretary of state, treasurer of

state, chief justice of the supreme court, justice of the

supreme court, United States senator, representative to

congress, state senator,

and state representative—iudyg =

coreoner. The offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall
be printed on the ballot in a manner that requires a voter to

cast one vote jointly for the candidates who have been nominated

by—the—same—political—partyeorpetitien together.
ARNY 4+l + 1 EEAAE AT | LN CE AR~ SN IR ha ~h +2 4+ 1 £
Pk ir—the Frectergai—ar Space—within whieh the sitle—of
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(D) (1) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) (2) of

this section, under the title of each office, the names of the

candidates for that office shall be arranged in pairs, such that

the ballot displays every possible unique pairing of the

candidates' names. The two names in each pair shall be separated

by a solid line with one name printed above the other. An

enclosed blank rectangular space shall be provided at the left

of each name.

(b) For each pairing, the ballot shall direct the voter to

indicate which of the two candidates the voter prefers by

marking the space provided next to the preferred candidate. The

ballot shall inform the voter that the voter may express a

preference for not more than one candidate in each pair and is

not required to express a preference in every pair. If a voter

marks both candidates in a pair or otherwise marks the ballot in

a way that does not clearly indicate a preference in a pair, the

ballot shall be treated as indicating no preference for that

pair.

(c) The candidate who receives more indications of

preference than the other candidate in a given pair is

considered to have won that pairing. If a candidate wins each of

the candidate's pairings, that candidate is the consensus choice

and winner of the election. If no candidate wins each of the

candidate's pairings, the candidate with the smallest margin of

loss is the winner of the election. If two or more candidates

tie for the smallest margin of loss, the tie shall be resolved

as follows:

(1) If a board of elections is to declare the results of

the election, the tie shall be resolved by lot by the

chairperson of the board in the presence of all of the members
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of the board.

(ii) If the secretary of state is to declare the results

of the election, the tie shall be resolved by lot by the

secretary of state in the presence of the governor, the auditor

of state, and the attorney general, who at the request of the

secretary of state shall assemble to witness the drawing of the

lot.

(iii) If the general assembly is to declare the results of

the election, the winning candidate shall be declared elected by

a majority of the votes of all of the members of the senate and

the house of representatives of the general assembly.

(d) The order in which each candidate's name in a pair of

candidates appears on the ballots shall be alternated so that,

insofar as is reasonably possible, each candidate's name appears

first in the pair substantially an equal number of times. The

order in which each pair of candidates appears on the ballots

shall be alternated so that, insofar as is reasonably possible,

each pair appears in each position in the list of pairs

substantially an equal number of times.

(2) (a) If the number of candidates for an office does not

exceed the number of candidates to be elected to the office, the

names of the candidates for the office shall be arranged in a

group under the title of the office. The ballot shall direct the

voter to indicate a number of preferred candidates that does not

exceed the number of candidates to be elected.

(b) If more than one candidate appears on the ballots, the

order in which each candidate appears shall be alternated so

that, insofar as is reasonably possible, each candidate appears

in each position in the list of candidates substantially an
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designations, or emblems descriptive of a candidate or the
candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the method
by which the candidate was nominated or certified, shall be
printed under or after a candidate's name that is printed on the

ballot.

Sec. 3505.04. On the nonpartisan ballot shall be printed
the names of all mempartisar—candidates for election to—the—

£~ £ .3 PP R G, IR corrat o > e £
3 F—58eq F—a—muhRTretpot HrE—eouRty ey ¥ Bt +
commar—alana + 1 £ FpR, I PPN SO | £ JA PRI R
Hmof—preaST—th 3 e F—memper F—a—Poa¥rea + SHeatEoh
P e e | v 4 P, N £ £ I I U, IR R S nd
muRTretrpo: rF—EowWRSHTP 3 S—Fo¥r—MmuRTreIpo: rporatrons—ahe
P, I VNP s A I AU Uv gy leetiorna = + 1d For ot ot
towRShHpSs—A—wWhatreh—primary + ttens—7aF r hredla—For—momination
PPN [ I PSP P B I S I, I S S I Sy e, | £EL nn £
+ FREFEaE Oy —pPorTtrear—partreS,oahamuRtTerpas: 3 S +
[ECTTON Jp p, IRV VPN ey Uy APy SN, I P S R >
muaRretrpat rporatrons—hAavIHRg AGFEers—waAtren—Pp¥ 36 ¥
caro ot bhalle+ro £ leatiorme £ coamly crand o] £E€ Ao
Separate—PatToES—F6¥ + EroRs—For—Suen—muRtreipas 3 S

nonpartisan offices.

Such ballots shall have printed across the top, and below

the stubs, "Official Nonpartisan Ballot."

The order in which the offices are listed on the ballot
shall be prescribed by, and certified to each board of elections

by, the secretary of state; provided that state, district, and

county judicial offices shall be listed first on the ballot,

followed by other county offices, municipal and township

offices, and by—offices of member of a board of education, in

the order stated.

Within the rectangular space within which the title of
each judicial office is printed on the ballot and immediately
below such title shall be printed the date of the commencement
of the term of the office, if a full term, as follows: "Full
term commencing (Date) ," or the date of the end of

the term of the office, if an unexpired term, as follows:
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"Unexpired term ending (Date) ." The candidates

for each term so designated shall be candidates for that term

only, unless two or more new judgeships have been created, in

which case from all candidates for a newly created judgeship

those receiving the highest number of votes shall be nominated.

Within the rectangular space within which the title of
each office for member of a board of education is printed on the
ballot shall be printed "For Member of Board of Education," and
the number to be elected, directions to the voter as to voting
for one, two, or more, and, i1f the office to be voted for is
member of a board of education of a city school district, words
shall be printed in said space on the ballot to indicate whether

candidates are to be elected from subdistricts or at large.

The names of all nonpartisan candidates for an office

shall be arranged—in—a—group—under—+the £ttt F—thet—ef—eer—ane
shati—be, rotated, and printed on the ballot as provided in_

division (D) of section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

No name or designation of any political party nor any
words, designations, or emblems descriptive of a candidate or
the candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the
method by which such candidate was nominated or certified, shall
be printed under or after any nonpartisan candidate's name which

is printed on the ballot.

Sec. 3505.08. (A) Ballots shall be provided by the board
of elections for all general and special elections. The ballots
shall be printed with black ink on No. 2 white book paper fifty
pounds in weight per ream assuming such ream to consist of five
hundred sheets of such paper twenty-five by thirty-eight inches
in size. Each ballot shall have attached at the top two stubs,

each of the width of the ballot and not less than one-half inch
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in length, except that, if the board of elections has an
alternate method to account for the ballots that the secretary
of state has authorized, each ballot may have only one stub that
shall be the width of the ballot and not less than one-half inch
in length. In the case of ballots with two stubs, the stubs
shall be separated from the ballot and from each other by
perforated lines. The top stub shall be known as Stub B and
shall have printed on its face "Stub B." The other stub shall be
known as Stub A and shall have printed on its face "Stub A."
Each stub shall also have printed on its face "Consecutive

Number "

Each ballot of each kind of ballot provided for use in
each precinct shall be numbered consecutively beginning with
number 1 by printing such number upon both of the stubs attached
to the ballot. On ballots bearing the names of candidates, each
candidate's name shall be printed in twelve point boldface upper
case type in an enclosed rectangular space, and an enclosed
blank rectangular space shall be provided at the left of the
candidate's name. The name of #he—any political party ef——
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e —ecomraEE appearing under a candidate's name shall be

printed in ten point lightface upper and lower case type and
shall be separated by a two point blank space. The name of each
candidate shall be indented one space within the enclosed
rectangular space, and the name of the political party shall be

indented two spaces within the enclosed rectangular space.

The title of each office on the ballots shall be printed
in twelve point boldface upper and lower case type in a separate
enclosed rectangular space. A four point rule shall separate the

name of a candidate or a group of candidates for the same office
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from the title of the office next appearing below on the ballot;
a two point rule shall separate the title of the office from the
names of candidates; and a one point rule shall separate names

and pairs of names of candidates. Headings shall be printed in

display Roman type. When the names of several candidates are

grouped together as candidates for the same office, except when

the names are grouped together as pairs, there shall be printed

on the ballots immediately below the title of the office and
within the separate rectangular space in which the title is
printed "Vote for not more than ;" in six point boldface
upper and lower case filling the blank space with that number
which will indicate the number of persons who may be lawfully

elected to the office.

Columns on ballots shall be separated from each other by a
heavy vertical border or solid line at least one-eighth of an
inch wide, and a similar vertical border or line shall enclose
the left and right side of ballots. Ballots shall be trimmed

along the sides close to such lines.

The ballots provided for by this section shall be
comprised of four kinds of ballots designated as follows: office
type ballot; nonpartisan ballot; questions and issues ballot;

and presidential ballot.

On the back of each office type ballot shall be printed
"Official Office Type Ballot;" on the back of each nonpartisan
ballot shall be printed "Official Nonpartisan Ballot;" on the
back of each questions and issues ballot shall be printed

"Official Questions and Issues Ballot;" and on the back of each
presidential ballot shall be printed "Official Presidential
Ballot." At the end of every ballot also shall be printed the

date of the election at which the ballot is used and the
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facsimile signatures of the members of the board of the county
in which the ballot is used. For the purpose of identifying the
kind of ballot, the back of every ballot may be numbered in the
order the board shall determine. The numbers shall be printed in
not less than thirty-six point type above the words "Official
Office Type Ballot," "Official Nonpartisan Ballot," "Official
Questions and Issues Ballot," or "Official Presidential Ballot,"
as the case may be. A ballot box bearing corresponding numbers
shall be furnished for each precinct in which the above-

described numbered ballots are used.

On the back of every ballot used, there shall be a solid
black line printed opposite the blank rectangular space that is
used to mark the choice of the voter. This line shall be printed
wide enough so that the mark in the blank rectangular space will

not be visible from the back side of the ballot.

Sample ballots may be printed by the board of elections
for all general elections. The ballots shall be printed on
colored paper, and "Sample Ballot" shall be plainly printed in
boldface type on the face of each ballot. In counties of less
than one hundred thousand population, the board may print not
more than five hundred sample ballots; in all other counties, it
may print not more than one thousand sample ballots. The sample
ballots shall not be distributed by a political party or a
candidate, nor shall a political party or candidate cause their

title or name to be imprinted on sample ballots.

(B) Notwithstanding division (A) of this section, in
approving the form of an official ballot, the secretary of state
may authorize the use of fonts, type face settings, and ballot

formats other than those prescribed in that division.

Sec. 3505.10. (A) On the presidential ballot below the
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stubs at the top of the face of the ballot shall be printed
"Official Presidential Ballot" centered between the side edges
of the ballot. Below "Official Presidential Ballot" shall be
printed a heavy line centered between the side edges of the
ballot. Below the line shall be printed "Instruction to Voters"
centered between the side edges of the ballot, and below those

words shall be printed the following instructions:

"(1l) To vote for the candidates for president and vice-
president whose names are printed below, record your vote in the
manner provided next to the names of such candidates. That
recording of the vote will be counted as a vote for each of the
candidates for presidential elector whose names have been
certified to the secretary of state and who are members of the
same political party as the nominees for president and vice-
president. A recording of the vote for independent candidates
for president and vice-president shall be counted as a vote for
the presidential electors filed by such candidates with the

secretary of state.

(2) To vote for candidates for president and vice-
president in the blank space below, record your vote in the
manner provided and write the names of your choice for president
and vice-president under the respective headings provided for
those offices. Such write-in will be counted as a vote for the
candidates' presidential electors whose names have been properly

certified to the secretary of state.

(3) If you tear, soil, deface, or erroneously mark this
ballot, return it to the precinct election officers or, if you
cannot return it, notify the precinct election officers, and

obtain another ballot."

(B) Below those instructions to the voter shall be printed
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a single vertical column of enclosed rectangular spaces equal in
number to the number of presidential candidates plus one
additional space for write-in candidates. Each of those
rectangular spaces shall be enclosed by a heavy line along each
of its four sides, and such spaces shall be separated from each

other by one-half inch of open space.

In each of those enclosed rectangular spaces, except the
space provided for write-in candidates, shall be printed the
names of the candidates for president and vice-president
certified to the secretary of state or nominated in one of the

following manners:

(1) Nominated by the national convention of a political
party to which delegates and alternates were elected in this
state at the next preceding primary election. A political party
certifying candidates so nominated shall certify the names of
those candidates to the secretary of state on or before the

ninetieth day before the day of the general election.

(2) Nominated by nominating petition in accordance with
section 3513.257 of the Revised Code. Such a petition shall be
filed on or before the ninetieth day before the day of the
general election to provide sufficient time to verify the

sufficiency and accuracy of signatures on it.

(3) Certified to the secretary of state for placement on
the presidential ballot by authorized officials of a minor
political party that has held a state or national convention for
the purpose of choosing those candidates or that may, without a
convention, certify those candidates in accordance with the
procedure authorized by its party rules. The officials shall
certify the names of those candidates to the secretary of state

on or before the ninetieth day before the day of the general
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election. The certification shall be accompanied by a
designation of a sufficient number of presidential electors to

satisfy the requirements of law.

(4) Certified to the secretary of state for placement on

the presidential ballot by a newly formed minor political party

under division (C) of section 3517.012 of the Revised Code not

later than the seventy-fifth day before the day of the general

election. The certification shall be accompanied by a

designation of a sufficient number of presidential electors to

satisfy the requirements of law.

The names of candidates for electors of president and
vice-president shall not be placed on the ballot, but shall be

certified to the secretary of state as required by this section

and sections 3513.11—asmd—, 3513.257, and 3517.012 of the Revised

Code. A vote for any candidates for president and vice-president
shall be a vote for the electors of those candidates whose names

have been certified to the secretary of state.

(C) The arrangement of the printing in each of the
enclosed rectangular spaces shall be substantially as follows:
Near the top and centered within the rectangular space shall be
printed "For President" in ten-point boldface upper and lower
case type. Below "For President" shall be printed the name of
the candidate for president in twelve-point boldface upper case
type. Below the name of the candidate for president shall be
printed the name of the political party by which that candidate
for president was nominated in eight-point lightface upper and
lower case type. Below the name of such political party shall be
printed "For Vice-President" in ten-point boldface upper and
lower case type. Below "For Vice-President" shall be printed the

name of the candidate for vice-president in twelve-point
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boldface upper case type. Below the name of the candidate for
vice-president shall be printed the name of the political party
by which that candidate for vice-president was nominated in
eight-point lightface upper and lower case type. Except for
candidates nominated by petition under section 3517.012 of the
Revised Code, no political identification or name of any
political party shall be printed below the names of presidential

and vice-presidential candidates nominated by petition.
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(D) If more than one pair of joint candidates for

president and vice-president receives the largest and an equal

number of votes, the tie shall be resolved by lot by the

secretary of state in the presence of the governor, the auditor

of state, and the attorney general, who at the request of the
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Sec. 3513041 3505.101. A—write—in sSpace—shall be provided
N+ hall + A IZO T £FF1 ~ oot 4 o ] o o n fFfor toha o~
aA—the—batlet—Ffor roffice pE—rar elecsion for waiesn
+1 12N P £ 1 ot o nea PSSRV NP NE I T | szl 2 A~~~ EESENE I na £
the—feoarea—of—elections—aas Fea— =tia—deelarations—of
irtent—teobe o write—inecandidate under—this seetion— (A) A pair

of qualified persons may be write-in candidates for president

and vice-president of the United States by filing a joint

declaration of intent to be write-in candidates under this

Page 32

909
910
911
912
913
914
915
916

917
918
919
920
921
922
923
924

925
926
927
928
929
930
931

932
933
934
935
936
937
938



Page 33

S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

939

Write-in votes shall not be counted for any eardidate—

section.

940

joint candidates who kas—have not filed a declaration of intent

941

pursuant to this section.—A—eguatified

oands Ao+
[SZFaS = 1o n=

n

N
iy

et
Wt

942

A g e m

ety

Nt maxz
T

n £ 2+
T [ S S S T 5

ol aradt o
Tttt T

Nk haoo £21~A o A
F—wt oo —T Tt

ro
=

943

DAz oo s o4+
Ity CcotriaTrOat

n
T

PR
|\ e

ooono
gttt To=T

PN NS =
T

[ T S 5 1 £ 1 4

£V
T

ERN
+Eh

1z

n

944

Joint candidates for president and vice-president of

(B)

945

the United States shall file a declaration of intent to be &

946

nd Ao
TSy

=

.
=]

. +1h zonm 1
TIT Ty

133
oL

SN
=

aan Al A4
(ST T = v Lo g e

write-in

947

.
=]

aan Al Ao~y
oo ooty

ot o PENEENE SR 33 SN A NP E = 2N
CTOoO T WirrCit—ouotCTt

Tt

PAIEIECWECIE 2
A== 2aC]

FENE
I

948

P~ 2N
SOy

o d o
Eeniimnyiny

dat
<

a T +1h
A3 T+ —CtIt

noa A
TSI

=

949

ISEE WIS
STt

ootz
oIy 7

+h
TIT

ERE L SN IR
A==y 3 =y

n
Tt

73 oo
p e e g

ISEEN SO
[CATE CA o=

=
=

T

PN PSS s
T—aFSEFT

~
E=

EEESE R
oircy

950

£ o+ o4
—Fhat

o
o

N
ESAS A oS o

wath
WIcri—ttt

£ 04
Fted

SN
©

n oho11
H—SHaa=T—=

ot
1aorats

951

ot
T

1
==

rra A
T ROy

T

Aot
<

TIT

TE +1
+

T

11t
oIy -

o

952

n
T

P I
+aratbs

ISEEPN S|
SoC—

cornt
BREY7

+han
CTIictrt

n_m
Tt

A=

oot~
T

73 o9
e e g

ool Ao
[CA=E=SAS ==

953

n

+1 ootz o
ortrcy LIt

TIt

n

S rd
ESASAS =S 3

£ 2 d 2 +h 1
oW t—tft

2N
©

ah o1 1
St

954

p
ey

n =
TSTOTT

P O R S
[CAZ T TAW = =

ST~
oo CTT

- £
£

3

oIl
cC— P OoOpPp oo T TOtT

PN

ESEVSEECNNEVS I BN
T O PO cTOoT—OT

m

CIT

wmhat ok 1

Wit CTT

955

g sz
oy

EPSSNE I
et

dat
A>3

n
T

PR
|\ e

TE£ +1
—Ef

=3 T

ot A
CoT

956

o o 1
oo Cclitotit o

1
T

gtz oo+
oIttty ouc

n o
OTr

n
cIIotT

a £
T—OTT—tO=T

PN
mer+S

=

A ct ot
arstEriet

957

P IE o
WL Tt

1

2
i g g

B NP, S |
A—SHAatT—

ot o+ caaanlh A~
o CcoCcCy oot OCtTCTaoTraot=T

+ 1
TIT

oIrc T

958

PEESNE Y RN T E W= 2N
oty it ooCTr

EW=)
T

3

P, |
St—poput

m
Ttt

+ 1
Tt

o
TS

o
Loa¥rea

TIT

959

Heor—Iex
oot

+aod

Iz

£ o
3

n
Tt

N aarn s Ao
ity cotraTrOatc

Fond o~

o Tttt

E

960

P BTN DI NN
T Lo C Ot

a
Cr

=
31

alh 1 1
[CF 3= 3= =

oot
St

TR
e

TIT

e+
£

P S I
tors—ERrougnot

1
T

961

candidates with the secretary

oanda Ao+
(C3av e ie s

EEESY
+Tt

st
WEIE

T

ER
£

962

on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, before

of state,

963

of the seventy-second day preceding the election at

four p.m.

964

n
oo T T Ot

R PR P

T
Tt

which such candidacy is to be considereds=

965

.
=)

oo tTT T

IIntit+tad C+ o+
pp = my o

+ 1]
TIT

£
+

o2 A
SHoCH

PN
F+

and 77~
o ==

nt
T

T+

a2 4
ST

B
&+

oo OoT

aandidat

966

7 bz +h o+ szt 7z
OT—STto*T oY chiaotc—SCT Ty

rx

£V

o +
crcTcaorty

TIT

PICE IR 0 SN = 2
WL CIt

1 £ 2
o s g g

1

ok
[CF 3o 3= =

967
968
969

along with a slate of presidential electors

14

sufficient in number to satisfy the requirements of the United

States constitution.



970
971
972
973

L0
~
(&)

974
976
9717
978
979
980
981
982
983
984
985
986

Page 34

7

Y
<
it
Fr

B

+1h
1t
ro
o oo
Satt
=
aaa e
aCott
1 =
SHTY
3t
Tt
14+
TEY7
13z
1t
P~
S==7

TE
=

T

£+

ey
<

Fr

2 £ o
v el
g
===

+z

Ty 7

1
it
T Ao
(=2
£
E=
=7
5
o
—

il

o

N
2

r

TS
n

£
Sy

11t

SZ3aS =aSoaS
2
ot
To¥ott
nt
Fr

p33=

+oF
o+
7
cand
Aot
Fri+ting—of
S
o
RS
Fr
Aot
T
-
Fr

N

2

£
o

K
r
r  mamis
¥

T
S
A
STEAS =aS 1S S
ro
S
ad
S STaat
=
maml
T
+
A
STEAS =aS 1S 2
£
+

rxza o~
=

T

o

+1
TIT

o
p33=

=

£l

iz o~
T

=
n

trt
IAEEPSY
oot

=TT
n

T
sz
LJ_Y
+ 1
Tt
b o
Stat
o
+H

v e

Fr

S
£
£
LR N
+F
_
=
¥

T+

+
that P
Tafoct
EA

-

£

+

WL T C
+

T
WL T C
e

+
WL T C

PR

PR

4
4

elarat
Frat

£ o+ o
£
o
££
£
-

N

=+

SAaT—
&
d -~ 4
S—a—
N
L
33+
£
+3e
+S
3o
o d
DOaFEr
s
&
e
3
Aireoat
SHeatEE
KRR
Ao+

2012 21
oot

5
Aot
|
—
i
£

£l

rnah
WITSTIT
SotCaotT=T

£
£
.
—
¥
Ao+
££
£
Ara e

T

2

oo OoT
13 3
oIrcy
11 e

TS

e
+
Tt

73

P
nt
e
cand
-
g
nt
e
K
S d
Boa¥ra
-
LIT

>
o

o
RE
reasd
Sas 5
e
TP EIHHRaEY
annd
SrsacEnccns
1
oo
S
=
e

1

1
WITSTIT

ok

£
E=
1
(S
2E12 2N
SO
n
T+t
mertad
TPt
N
£
E=
+
>
L]
FSE 33525220 u SAS (S EAAS SIS & S

o
i
1SN
g0t S

PR P TN

FiaC s =
11 oer

2
Fr
N
oS
=
Fr
oo
Sa>
PR
oo
Sttt
st
Wt
LS IR
3
Fr
74
oG
o

3
TP

EvAvAe = 5

G
+ 3

gecetaratst
<
-

2
7

+
TE

T c T OTT
-~

2

T

ot
To¥ott
Hrg
.
=
.
ot
N
oY
ot
To¥ott
1o

Iz

milm|d g o

o
mintoad

ot g
(= =y
T

2

<
B
Iz

™

n
13rd
oer

T

S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

987

i .
Tt

2

al oy 1Ton
Tt C Ot

A

-

ronan oo

P

N

988
989
990

N

aco +1h
oo C1it
o

TITC
r 2o
=3 3 p=m

i
o c 9

T
n

A=
A
¥+
etk
ROt
13+
Bt

£ o
3
i n
HhEeR
£ o
3

i e e
CIT
CRME 2
WS C1It
TIT

SHat+—+
A
o N
CE=T S
Ao+

K

56+
na
[SE3aS =aSions
24
oo TCat

n

Tt

no_o
2
aan A

Tt
n

Tl

+
Wt
- ot
aeera¥ratt
=
Wt

2
2

CEPS
CEPS

I
I

991

+
WL T C

PR

it ot
ThRteh

2

ot
T ¥Fatt

-

1

o

992
993
994

Tt
oo
oo Ctt

ah o1 1
SOH—SHa=T=—

11l

T
ot
N

o
P
=

J
+h
it
o
E=x =1

N
ot
[Sz3
£ ocor
=

T
+

114
=

n
T

1o

=+

r
++
it
+HE
££4
+

£

3
chearze 1
SAOWS—ER
1

+ 1
=5
-
a+s
ot

N

s e g
oo T

n

T+

aan A

2

A—SAot+—-
A
ot
-
+H

2

|
Tofatt
+
Wt

FR L]

(C3av e ie s

aasnd

995

oanAds Ao+
(ST FAS =as o n=

n
iy

+
A = e my

LR

-
T

o+
+hEeH

1

£
+

N

elarot
laorats

a

-

996
997
998
999
1000

T

Tt
hoao
oS
P2

It
EVSEWENEYN
ot —otC
CTIt
it A
o cCO o

Tt

=)

L]
A == = o
O
SO
Iz
poy

T
i

AN
5
LAy (=3
114+ n
vEenant
-
i
alh ol
Shadd

£l

=+

T
CEPS
WL T
n
T

3
2

n
FEy

rr
n

TITCCTTIT

Tt

naont

Toirc 9

n El
OT

EEPNEVEN
Aol o

o

2

1 1t
T CotT
£
T C T OTT
ISEEN 2N
T o CTT

£~
£
+

T
rn
T
2 1 A
T O
TTIT
=
o ol
O WL

4

m

£
==
=y
PP
TErTa Y
RS

2

A3

13l
o Ty
~d

(S AT =y 1o n =

TE
gt
m

2

.
O CHILT

=
£~
=
73
e
[SFFav =V ic g

M=
1T
1z
=W



Page 35

S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

1001

n
E=

Iz

£ o
T

£~
=

aandi At~ LA
(ST AT 3= mAS 1> 2 A S R = g S S

EReys
e

e oo
them—aS

P
=

Iz

1002

o
T

noant
T o

13
S

N

nd
oHo—+

1

1003

r £33~ 1
F—FF3F gttt

=

ot £
£

oo

n
T

o1
Shalt

£ ot o+
F—Stat

+ g
Ty

1004

n
T

o
Eeyre)

&P

RN P N
CaoaT=CaT

e
WL T C

Tt

i
13

T S £ 3y
gecetaration—oe+t—3nt

o

1005

+ 1
TTIT

PRI
WS

ot g~ 1 ol
T oo oo OTT

daoo
A>3

R, N
(=] CTT

E S NN S T RN |
o 8 e e v s s g

<z

£ o
O+ +t+

+1
TIT

1006

aarn Al A4
CoraTCToT

n

2
TIT

tgamd
W

~
TE

P2
T

o
E=yre)

neathoawy
(S FASASE 3 3 Sr sy =

oT

i
T

Es
TR

1007

Lo £37 30
FO¥r—FFr3Heg

i
T

==
A=

ol 1
[OF 3 3o gump

e
T

rr
T

noan
ToTrT

134
A=

£~
3

1008

n
T

o
T

A o+
ST AT Env 1o ne

o

gt
WETE

TE

EE S
THRtehRt

£
E=

el aae ot
deedarats

1009

P2 1
H—a==5

]
tarats

13 ] +h
Ot Coo Tt

e
T

n oF
o9

13
B

£~
3

+h

TIT

1010

naa o+
ST AT =nv 1o ne

o

n

O,
Wt

B
T

+h
TIT

TITT

ERs
IrEen

+ 1
Tt

7
=)

k3
w

o
Ot

1011

na oh 11 + oot o £27 0~
STt t [T =S mp S g =g = A R S

Trrer

T

rr
=

£ oosz
=

£~
3

+ 1
TIT

1012

n
T

o
E=

naadoat
oo ooT

=

n

PREE I =
WL LT C

TE

£ 3y
F—rten

n
T+

Tt T

1013

n
T

r o
=

TIictc

SE bl
+

=+

A o
Hreehait

N
pm

1

£ ogovzern P
= E= =

£~
3

+h
TIT

1014

n
T

o deelawot s
c—a—aecetarat:

= e

1l
a5

oo
TIcho

n
Ty

oo
[Sa= =31

1015

candl o+
[SZEaS =S 1o ne

n

I+
WL T C

it
HrEeh

£
+

ol oot o
Tt o

NS
o

(ST =aae e sy ey

candidacoss

1016

1aech
CITOTUSTT

Ada Ao+ ESNEVS
o— oo T

o

oo

n 9SS o
7 oo — ot COt

PR,

LI RS N

n

4

Mmoo it poTcTrocT

nom
T

Tr

O

1017

£2 17 2
T T Ig

n r Iy 1
cTOTTI—0O<T TTIT

PR

PN NS 'S
T o Pt ittty

n
T

PO SR S SR SN R NN S
PpPor Ty oMo T

n

1018

xz3 o O~A
o CT 3

n
T

+ 1
TIT

£
E=

2012 21
T e oL

=
T

n 20172 2N
CTIrOo oo To - oY

PR

EEECA|
oCr

oo sy
o Tty

Iz

1019

£~
3

7

13m
By

ol
ot

s £od
=

£V n
e ity

£~
+

ot o
(S e e

e
T

7

n
Tty

=
T

1020

Protests against the candidacy of any person filing a

(€)

1021

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate may be filed

1022

with the secretary of state by any qualified elector who is

1023

eligible to vote in the election at which the candidacy is to be
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The protest shall be in writing and shall be filed

considered.

of the sixty-seventh day before the day 1025
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in the same manner as for hearings set for protests filed under



S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

section 3513.05 of the Revised Code. At the time fixed, the

beard—secretary of state shall hear the protest and determine

the validity or invalidity of the declaration of intent to be a

write-in candidate. If the beard—secretary of state finds that

the—either candidate 1s not ap—eteetor—of the state;—distriet;

PG EESE R ] v Al a0~ ul caalh e sz oo n EEE2Y e~ oA Ao+ o le o

prrE—er petitiess oubdisdaton Sn o gahdeh the capdidate seelks
Tection—+to—offie ligible for the office of president or vice-

president of the United States or has not fully complied with

the requirements of Title XXXV of the Revised Code in regard to

the candidate's candidacy, the eandidatels—declaration of intent

to be a write-in candidate shall be determined to be invalid and
shall be rejected; otherwise, it shall be determined to be

valid. The determination of the beaxrd-secretary of state is

final.

Sec. 3505.23. Except as otherwise provided in this
section, no voter shall be allowed to occupy a voting
compartment or use a voting machine more than ten minutes when
all the voting compartments or machines are in use and voters
are waiting to occupy them. The ten-minute time limit shall not
apply to any person who requires the use of an accessible voting
machine as required under the "Help America Vote Act of 2002,"

116 stat. 1704, 42 U.S.C. 15481.

Except as otherwise provided by section 3505.24 of the
Revised Code, no voter shall occupy a voting compartment or
machine with another person or speak to anyone, nor shall anyone
speak to the voter, while the voter is in a voting compartment

or machine.

In precincts that do not use voting machines the following
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procedure shall be followed:

If a voter tears, soils, defaces, or erroneously marks a
ballot the voter may return it to the precinct election
officials and a second ballot shall be issued to the voter.
Before returning a torn, soiled, defaced, or erroneously marked
ballot, the voter shall fold it so as to conceal any marks the
voter made upon it, but the voter shall not remove Stub A
therefrom. If the voter tears, soils, defaces, or erroneously
marks such second ballot, the voter may return it to the
precinct election officials, and a third ballot shall be issued
to the voter. In no case shall more than three ballots be issued
to a voter. Upon receiving a returned torn, soiled, defaced, or
erroneously marked ballot the precinct election officials shall
detach Stub A therefrom, write "Defaced" on the back of such
ballot, and place the stub and the ballot in the separate

containers provided therefor.

No elector shall leave the polling place until the elector
returns to the precinct election officials every ballot issued
to the elector with Stub A on each ballot attached thereto,
regardless of whether the elector has or has not placed any

marks upon the ballot.

Before leaving the voting compartment, the voter shall
fold each ballot marked by the voter so that no part of the face
of the ballot is visible, and so that the printing thereon
indicating the kind of ballot it is and the facsimile signatures
of the members of the board of elections are visible. The voter
shall then leave the voting compartment, deliver the voter's
ballots, and state the voter's name to the precinct election
official having charge of the ballot box, who shall announce the

name, detach Stub A from each ballot, and announce the number on
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the stubs. The precinct election officials in charge of the poll
lists or poll books shall check to ascertain whether the number
so announced is the number on Stub B of the ballots issued to
such voter, and if no discrepancy appears to exist, the precinct
election official in charge of the ballot box shall, in the
presence of the voter, deposit each such ballot in the ballot
box and shall place Stub A from each ballot in the container
provided therefor. The voter shall then immediately leave the

polling place.

No ballot delivered by a voter to the precinct election
official in charge of the ballot box with Stub A detached
therefrom, and only ballots provided in accordance with Title
XXXV of the Revised Code, shall be voted or deposited in the
ballot box.

In marking a presidential ballot, the voter shall record
the vote in the manner provided on the ballot next to the names
of the candidates for the offices of president and vice-
president. Such ballot shall be considered and counted as a vote
for each of the candidates for election as presidential elector
whose names were certified to the secretary of state by the
political party of such nominees for president and vice-

president.

In marking an office type ballot or nonpartisan ballot,
the voter shall record the vote in the manner provided on the

ballot n + + 1 nom £ Soh oo - Ao+ for whem +h zotraoxr
T 1= TT ot E= Tt [STFAS =S 1o n TOTT—WItoitt——Cctt Tt

A ERES +
A AT s = Sy o

In marking a primary election ballot, the wvoter shall
record the vote in the manner provided on the ballot next to the
name of each candidate for whom the voter desires to vote. If

the voter desires to vote for the nomination of a person whose
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name 1is not printed on the primary election ballot, the voter
may do so by writing such person's name on the ballot in the

proper place provided for such purpose.

In marking a questions and issues ballot, the voter shall
record the vote in the manner provided on the ballot at the left
or at the right of "YES" or "NO" or other words of similar
import which are printed on the ballot to enable the voter to
indicate how the voter votes in connection with each question or

issue upon which the voter desires to vote.

In marking any ballot on which a blank space has been
provided wherein an elector may write in the name of a person
for whom the elector desires to vote, the elector shall write
such person's name in such blank space and on no other place on
the ballot. Unless specific provision is made by statute, no
blank space shall be provided on a ballot for write-in votes,
and any names written on a ballot other than in a blank space

provided therefor shall not be counted or recorded.

Sec. 3505.27. Unless otherwise ordered by the secretary of
state or the board of elections, the counting and tallying of
ballots shall be conducted according to procedures prescribed by
the board of elections that assure an accurate count of all

votes cast and that include all of the following:

(A) The counting and tallying of ballots at the
appropriate office, as designated by the board, in the full view

of members of the board and observers;

(B) The recording on a worksheet or other appropriate

document of the number of votes cast or preferences indicated

for each candidate, as applicable, and the number of votes cast

for and against each question or issue;
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(C) The periodic reporting to the public and the office of
the secretary of state of the number of votes cast or

preferences indicated for each candidate, as applicable, and the

number of votes cast for and against each question or issue as

tallied at the time of the report;

(D) An examination and verification by the appropriate
authority, as designated by the board, of the votes so tallied
and recorded in the pollbook under section 3505.26 of the

Revised Code.

The board shall prescribe additional procedures as
necessary to assure an accurate count of all votes cast. These
procedures shall be followed until all of the ballots that are
required to be counted on the day of the election after the

close of the polls have been counted.

All work sheets that are prepared at the polling locations
shall be preserved and placed inside the pollbook and returned

to the board.

If there is any disagreement as to how a ballot should be
counted, it shall be submitted to the members of the board for a
decision on whether or to what extent the ballot should be
counted. If three of the members do not agree as to how any part
of the ballot shall be counted, only that part of the ballot on
which three of the members do agree shall be counted. A notation
shall be made upon the ballot indicating what part has not been
counted, and the ballot shall be placed in an envelope marked

"Disputed Ballots."

Sec. 3505.301. (A) For each voter-nominated office and

each nonpartisan office to be filled at a general election in

the manner described in division (D) (1) of section 3505.03 of
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the Revised Code, the secretary of state shall make available to

the public the following reports:

(1) A summary report that lists, for each pair of

candidates, the number of voters who preferred the first

candidate to the second and the number of voters who preferred

the second candidate to the first. The report also shall

identify the consensus choice if one exists. If no consensus

choice exists, the report shall identify the candidate or

candidates with the smallest margin of loss.

(2) A ballot image report that lists, for each ballot, the

voter's indicated preference in each candidate pairing, the

precinct of the ballot, and whether the ballot was cast in

person or by mail. In the report, the ballots shall be listed in

a manner that does not permit the order in which they were cast

in each precinct to be reconstructed.

(3) A comprehensive report that lists for each precinct

and for each pair of candidates all of the following

information:

(a) The number of ballots preferring the first candidate

to the second;

(b) The number of ballots preferring the second candidate

to the first;

(c) The number of ballots that indicated no preference for

that comparison.

(B) As soon as practicable after the close of the polls,

the secretary of state shall make preliminary versions of the

summary report and ballot image report available to the public

in a plain text electronic format on the secretary of state's

official web site. When the results of the election are
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declared, the secretary of state shall make the summary report,

ballot image report, and comprehensive report available to the

public on the secretary of state's official web site in a plain

text electronic format.

Sec. 3505.33. When the board of elections has completed
the canvass of the election returns from the precincts in its
county, in which electors were entitled to vote at any general
or special election, it shall determine and declare the results
of the elections determined by the electors of such county or of

a district or subdivision within such county. Ff—mere—than—+th

Ambor £ oo A A o N lectad + N £ ~ rocatizad +h
Aurber of capalastes o b —eected to o= offd ¥ red—ER
1laoraoaaat A " sl PAEEE 22N SWaNE £ <zotoca ooy o ah 11 W roonlszad
Sargest—and-sn eogual aumber of tes——sweh e shal— be ¥yes &
b ] + sz + 1 och g v~ £ + 1 hoarad 44 + nraocan £ =
br—eot—PBv+= sedrpersen oFf the beoswd {1 oo procen =
maFeority—of the members—of +the boeard-——Such declaration shall be

in writing and shall be signed by at least a majority of the
members of the board. It shall bear the date of the day upon
which it is made, and a copy thereof shall be posted by the
board in a conspicuous place in its office. The board shall keep

such copy posted for a period of at least five days.

Thereupon the board shall promptly certify abstracts of
the results of such elections within its county, in such forms
as the secretary of state prescribes. Such forms shall be

designated and shall contain abstracts as follows:

Form No. 1. An abstract of the votes cast for the office

of president and vice-president of the United States.

Form No. 2. An abstract of the votes cast for the office
of governor and lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor
of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, chief justice of
the supreme court of Ohio, judge of the supreme court of Ohio,

member of the senate of the congress of the United States,
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member at large of the house of representatives of the congress
of the United States, district member of the house of
representatives of the congress of the United States, and an
abstract of the votes cast upon each question or issue submitted

at such election to electors throughout the entire state.

Form No. 3. An abstract of the votes cast for the office
of member of the senate of the general assembly, and member of

the house of representatives of the general assembly.

Form No. 4. A report of the votes cast for judge of the
court of appeals, judge of the court of common pleas, judge of
the probate court, judge of the county court, county
commissioner, county auditor, prosecuting attorney, clerk of the
court of common pleas, sheriff, county recorder, county

treasurer, county engineer, and coroner.

Form No. 5. A report of the votes cast upon all questions
and issues other than such questions and issues which were

submitted to electors throughout the entire state.

Form No. 6. A report of the votes cast for municipal
offices, judge of the municipal court, township offices, and the

office of member of a board of education.

One copy of each of these forms shall be kept in the
office of the board. One copy of each of these forms shall
promptly be sent to the secretary of state, who shall place the
records contained in forms No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, and No. 6
in electronic format. One copy of Form No. 2 shall promptly be
sent by electronic mail to the president of the senate of the
general assembly. The board shall also at once upon completion
of the official count send a certified copy of that part of each

of the forms which pertains to an election in which only
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electors of a district comprised of more than one county but
less than all of the counties of the state voted to the board of
the most populous county in such district. It shall also at once
upon completion of the official count send a certified copy of
that part of each of the forms which pertains to an election in
which only electors of a subdivision located partly within the

county voted to the board of the county in which the major

portion of the population of such subdivision is located.

If, after certifying and sending abstracts and parts

thereof, a board finds that any such abstract or part thereof is

incorrect, it shall promptly prepare, certify, and send a

corrected abstract or part thereof to take the place of each
incorrect abstract or part thereof theretofore certified and

sent.

Sec. 3505.34. During the first week of the regular session

of the general assembly following a regular state election, the
president of the senate, in the presence of a majority of the
members of each house of the general assembly, shall open,

announce, and canvass the abstracts of the votes cast for the

offices of governor and lieutenant governor, secretary of state,

auditor of state, treasurer of state, and attorney general, as

contained in the Form No. 2 sent to the president of the senate
as required by section 3505.33 of the Revised Code, and shall

determine and declare the results of such election for such

offices T P N S I I SN = P S I I TP P PV &
. TR Fo+HE Rttt eS—+FoFr—¢ rRo¥r—aRa—IFegtenant
Ssovernar and +h candd o4+ for S ah e £~ o) roecatzad
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If said Form No. 2 has not at such time been received by the
president of the senate from the board of elections of any
upon request of the president of

county, the secretary of state,

the senate, shall furnish to the president of the senate such
copies of said Form No. 2 as have not been received by the
president of the senate. When said canvass has been completed
and the results of the election declared, the president of the
senate shall certify to the secretary of state the names of the
persons declared elected together with the title of the office
to which each has been elected, and from such certification the
secretary of state shall issue a certificate of election to the
officials declared elected and so certified to the secretary of
state. Thereupon the governor shall forthwith issue a commission

to each of the persons elected to such offices.

Sec. 3505.35. (A) When the secretary of state has received
from the board of elections of every county in the state Form

No. 2, as provided for in section 3505.33 of the Revised Code,

the secretary of state shall promptly fix the time and place for
the canvass of such abstracts, and the time fixed shall not be
later than ten days after such abstracts have been received by
the secretary of state from all counties. The secretary of state

shall notify the governor, auditor of state, attorney general,
and the chairperson of the state central committee of each
political party of the time and place fixed. At such time and in
the presence of such of the persons so notified who attend, the
secretary of state shall canvass the abstracts contained in said
Form No. 2 and shall determine and declare the results of all

elections in which electors throughout the entire state voted.
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declaration of results by the secretary of state shall be in
writing and shall be signed by the secretary of state. It shall
bear the date of the day upon which it is made, and a copy
thereof shall be posted by the secretary of state in a
conspicuous place in the secretary of state's office. The

secretary of state shall keep such copy posted for a period of

at least five days.

Such declaration of results made by the secretary of
state, insofar as it pertains to the offices of governor and

lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state,

treasurer of state, and attorney general, is only for the
purpose of fixing the time of the commencement of the period of
time within which applications for recounts of votes may be

filed as provided by section 3515.02 of the Revised Code.

(B) When the secretary of state has received from the
board of elections of every county in the state Form No. 4 and
Form No. 6, as provided in section 3505.33 of the Revised Code,
the secretary of state shall promptly transmit by electronic
mail or other telecommunication device a copy of each form to

the administrative director of the supreme court.

Sec. 3505.36. When the board of elections of the most
populous county of a district comprised of more than one county
but less than all of the counties of the state has received from
the board of every county in such district certified copies of
parts of abstracts pertaining to an election in which only the

electors of such district voted, such board shall canvass such
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parts of abstracts and determine and declare the resul

elections determined by the electors of such district.
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Sec. 3505.37. When the board of elections of a county in

which the major portion of the population of a subdivi
located in more than one county is located receives fr

boards of each county in which other portions of such

sion

om the

subdivision are located parts of abstracts pertaining to an
election in which only the electors of such subdivision voted,
such board shall canvass such parts of abstracts and determine
and declare the results of the elections determined by the
electors of such subdivision. Ff—mere—then—the number—-of
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the—members—of sueh Ppboard-——Such declaration of results by such
board shall be in writing and shall be signed by at least a

majority of the members of such board. It shall bear the date of

the day upon which it is made, and a copy thereof shal
posted by such board in a conspicuous place in its off
board shall keep such copy posted for a period of at 1
days.
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east five
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Sec. 3509.03. (A) Except as otherwise provided in sections

3509.051, 3511.02, and 3511.021 of the Revised Code, any

qualified elector desiring to vote absent voter's ballots at an

election shall deliver a written application for those ballots,

either in person or by mail,

to the board of elections of the

county in which the elector's voting residence is located.

(B) Except as otherwise permitted under section 3511.02 of

the Revised Code and under division

(C) of this section, the

application shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary of

state and shall contain all of the following:

(1)

The elector's name;

vote;

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

The

The

The

One

elector's signature;

address at which the elector is registered to

elector's date of birth;

of the following:
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(a) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state

identification card number;

(b) The last four digits of the elector's social security

number;
(c) A copy of the elector's photo identification.

(6) A statement identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(7) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is

a qualified elector;

(8) If the request is for party primary election ballots,

the elector's party affiliation;

(9) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the

elector, the address to which those ballots shall be mailed.

(C) If the elector has a confidential voter registration
record, as described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the
elector may provide the elector's program participant
identification number instead of the address at which the

elector is registered to vote.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in division (A) of
section 3509.051 and in division (B) of section 3509.08 of the
Revised Code, an application to receive absent voter's ballots
shall be delivered to the office of the board not earlier than
the first day of January of the year of the elections for which
the absent voter's ballots are requested or not earlier than
ninety days before the day of the election at which the ballots
are to be voted, whichever is earlier, and not later than the
close of business on the seventh day before the day of the

election at which the ballots are to be voted.
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(E) Except as permitted under section 111.31 of the 1448
Revised Code, no public office, and no public official or 1449
employee who is acting in an official capacity, shall do either 1450
of the following: 1451

(1) Prepay the return postage for an application for 1452
absent voter's ballots; 1453

(2) Mail or otherwise deliver an unsolicited application 1454
for absent voter's ballots to any person. 1455

(F) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (F) (2) of 1456
this section and in sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised 1457
Code, no person shall preprint or fill out any portion of an 1458
application for absent voter's ballots on behalf of an 1459
applicant. 1460

(2) The secretary of state or a board of elections may 1461
preprint only an applicant's name and address on an application 1462
for absent voter's ballots before mailing that application to 1463
the applicant, except that if the applicant has a confidential 1464
voter registration record, the secretary of state or a board of 1465
elections shall not preprint the applicant's address on the 1466
application. 1467

(3) A completed application for absent voter's ballots is 1468
not valid if any portion of it has been completed by any person 1469
other than the applicant in violation of division (F) of this 1470
section. 1471

Sec. 3509.04. (A) If a board of elections receives an 1472
application for absent voter's ballots that does not contain all 1473
of the required information or is not submitted on an 1474
appropriate form, the board promptly shall notify the applicant 1475

of the additional information required to be provided by the 1476
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applicant to complete that application, direct the applicant to

use an appropriate form, or both, as applicable.

(B) Upon receipt by the board of elections of an
application for absent voter's ballots that contains all of the
required information and is submitted on an appropriate form, as
provided by section 3509.03 and division (G) of section 3503.16
of the Revised Code, the board, if the board finds that the
applicant is a qualified elector, shall deliver to the applicant
in person or mail directly to the applicant by special delivery
mail, air mail, or regular mail, postage prepaid, proper absent
voter's ballots. The board shall deliver or mail with the
ballots an unsealed identification envelope upon the face of

which shall be printed a form substantially as follows:
"Identification Envelope Statement of Voter

I, (Name of voter), declare under

penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or
ballots contained no voting marks of any kind when I received
them, and I caused the ballot or ballots to be marked, enclosed

in the identification envelope, and sealed in that envelope.

My voting residence in Ohio is

(Street and Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number)

of (City, Village, or Township)

Ohio, which is in Ward Precinct

in that city, wvillage, or township.

If I have a confidential voter registration record, I am
providing my program participant identification number instead

of my residence address:
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The party primary election ballots, if any, within this

envelope are primary election ballots of the

Party.

Ballots contained within this envelope are to be voted at

the (general, special, or primary) election to be
held on the day of
4
My date of birth is (Month and Day),
(Year) .

(Voter must provide one of the following:)

My Ohio driver's license or state identification card

number is (Driver's license or state

identification card number).

The last four digits of my Social Security Number are

(Last four digits of Social Security Number) .

In lieu of providing a driver's license or state
identification card number or the last four digits of my Social
Security Number, I am enclosing a copy of my photo
identification in the return envelope in which this

identification envelope will be mailed.

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,

that the statements above are true, as I verily believe.

(Signature of Voter)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF

THE FIFTH DEGREE."

The board shall mail with the ballots and the unsealed
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identification envelope an unsealed return envelope upon the
face of which shall be printed the post-office address of the
board. In the upper left corner on the face of the return
envelope, several blank lines shall be printed upon which the
voter may write the voter's name and return address. The return
envelope shall be of such size that the identification envelope
can be conveniently placed within it for returning the

identification envelope to the board.

No public office, and no public official or employee who
is acting in an official capacity, shall prepay the return

postage for any absent voter's ballots.

Except as otherwise provided in this section and in
sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election
official shall not fill out any portion of an identification
envelope statement of voter or an absent voter's ballot on
behalf of an elector. A board of elections may preprint only an
elector's name and address on an identification envelope
statement of voter before mailing absent voter's ballots to the
elector, except that if the elector has a confidential voter
registration record, as described in section 111.44 of the
Revised Code, the board of elections shall not preprint the
elector's address on the identification envelope statement of

voter.

Sec. 3511.02. (A) Notwithstanding any section of the
Revised Code to the contrary, whenever any person applies for
registration as a voter on a form adopted in accordance with
federal regulations relating to the "Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act," 100 Stat. 924, 52 U.S.C.A. 20301,
this application shall be sufficient for voter registration and

as a request for an absent voter's ballot. Uniformed services or
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overseas absent voter's ballots may be obtained by any person
meeting the requirements of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code
by applying electronically to the secretary of state or to the
board of elections of the county in which the person's voting
residence is located in accordance with section 3511.021 of the
Revised Code or by applying to the board of elections of the
county in which the person's voting residence is located, in one

of the following ways:

(1) That person may make written application for those
ballots. The person may personally deliver the application to
the office of the board or may mail it, send it by facsimile
machine, send it by electronic mail, send it through internet
delivery if such delivery is offered by the board of elections
or the secretary of state, or otherwise send it to the board.
Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section,
the application shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary

of state and shall contain all of the following information:
(a) The elector's name;
(b) The elector's signature;

(c) The address at which the elector is registered to

vote;
(d) The elector's date of birth;
(e) One of the following:

(1) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state

identification card number;

(ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security

number;

(iii) A copy of the elector's photo identification.
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(f) A statement identifying the election for which absent 1590
voter's ballots are requested; 1591
(g) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is 1592
a qualified elector; 1593
(h) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed 1594
services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S.C. 20310; 1595
(1) A statement of the elector's length of residence in 1596
the state immediately preceding the commencement of service, 1597
immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near the 1598
service member, or immediately preceding leaving the United 1599
States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal 1600
guardian resided in this state long enough to establish 1601
residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the 1602
United States, whichever is applicable; 1603
(J) If the request is for party primary election ballots, 1604
the elector's party affiliation; 1605
(k) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the 1606
elector, the address to which those ballots shall be mailed; 1607
(1) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the 1608
elector by facsimile machine, the telephone number to which they 1609
shall be so sent; 1610
(m) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the 1611
elector by electronic mail or, if offered by the board of 1612
elections or the secretary of state, through internet delivery, 1613
the elector's electronic mail address or other internet contact 1614
information. 1615
(2) A voter or any relative of a voter listed in division lol6

(A) (3) of this section may use a single federal post card 1617



S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

application to apply for uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots for use at the primary and general elections in
a given year and any special election to be held on the day in
that year specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the
Revised Code for the holding of a primary election, designated
by the general assembly for the purpose of submitting
constitutional amendments proposed by the general assembly to
the voters of the state. A single federal postcard application
shall be processed by the board of elections pursuant to section
3511.04 of the Revised Code the same as if the voter had applied
separately for uniformed services or overseas absent voter's

ballots for each election.

(3) Application to have uniformed services or overseas
absent voter's ballots mailed or sent by facsimile machine to
such a person may be made by the spouse, father, mother, father-
in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother or
sister of the whole blood or half blood, son, daughter, adopting
parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, daughter-in-law,
son-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of such a person. The
application shall be in writing upon a blank form furnished only
by the board or on a single federal post card as provided in
division (A) (2) of this section. The form of the application
shall be prescribed by the secretary of state. The board shall
furnish that blank form to any of the relatives specified in
this division desiring to make the application, only upon the
request of such a relative made in person at the office of the
board or upon the written request of such a relative mailed to
the office of the board. Except as otherwise provided in
division (B) of this section, the application, subscribed and

sworn to by the applicant, shall contain all of the following:

(a) The full name of the elector for whom ballots are
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requested;

(b) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S.C. 20310;

(c) The address at which the elector is registered to

vote;

(d) A statement identifying the elector's length of
residence in the state immediately preceding the commencement of
service, immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or
near a service member, or immediately preceding leaving the
United States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal
guardian resided in this state long enough to establish
residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the

United States, as the case may be;
(e) The elector's date of birth;
(f) One of the following:

(i) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state

identification card number;

(ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security

number;
(iii) A copy of the elector's photo identification.

(g) A statement identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(h) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is

a qualified elector;

(1) If the request is for party primary election ballots,

the elector's party affiliation;

(7) A statement that the applicant bears a relationship to
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the elector as specified in division (A) (3) of this section;

(k) The address to which ballots shall be mailed, the
telephone number to which ballots shall be sent by facsimile
machine, the electronic mail address to which ballots shall be
sent by electronic mail, or, if internet delivery is offered by
the board of elections or the secretary of state, the internet
contact information to which ballots shall be sent through

internet delivery;

(1) The signature and address of the person making the

application.

(B) If the elector has a confidential voter registration
record, as described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the
application may include the elector's program participant
identification number instead of the address at which the

elector is registered to vote.

(C) Each application for uniformed services or overseas
absent voter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the
board not earlier than the first day of January of the year of
the elections for which the uniformed services or overseas
absent voter's ballots are requested or not earlier than ninety
days before the day of the election at which the ballots are to
be voted, whichever is earlier. An application to receive
uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots by mail or
by another method permitted under section 3511.021 of the
Revised Code shall be delivered to the office of the board not
later than the close of business on the seventh day preceding

the day of the election.

(D) If the voter for whom the application is made is

entitled to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors
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only, the applicant shall submit to the board, in addition to
the requirements of division (A) of this section, a statement to
the effect that the voter is qualified to vote for presidential

and vice-presidential electors and for no other offices.

(E) Except as permitted under section 111.31 of the
Revised Code, no public office, and no public official or
employee who is acting in an official capacity, shall do either

of the following:

(1) Prepay the return postage for an application for

absent voter's ballots;

(2) Mail or otherwise deliver an unsolicited application

for absent voter's ballots to any person.

(F) (1) Except as otherwise provided in divisions (&) (2)
and (3) and (F) (2) of this section and in sections 3505.24 and
3509.08 of the Revised Code, no person shall fill out any
portion of a federal post card application or other application

for absent voter's ballots on behalf of an applicant.

(2) The secretary of state or a board of elections may
preprint only an applicant's name and address on a federal post
card application or other application for absent voter's ballots
before mailing that application to the applicant, except that if
the applicant has a confidential voter registration record, the
secretary of state or the board of elections shall not preprint

the applicant's address on the application.

(3) A completed application for absent voter's ballots is
not valid if any portion of it has been completed by any person
other than the applicant in violation of division (F) of this

section.

Sec. 3511.05. (A) The board of elections shall place
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uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots sent by
mail in an unsealed identification envelope, gummed ready for
sealing. The board shall include with uniformed services or
overseas absent voter's ballots sent electronically, including
by facsimile machine, an instruction sheet for preparing a
gummed envelope in which the ballots shall be returned. The
envelope for returning ballots sent by either means shall have

printed or written on its face a form substantially as follows:
"Identification Envelope Statement of Voter

I, (Name of voter), declare under

penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or
ballots contained no voting marks of any kind when I received
them, and I caused the ballot or ballots to be marked, enclosed

in the identification envelope, and sealed in that envelope.

My voting residence in Ohio is

(Street and Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number)

of (City, Village, or Township)

Ohio, which is in Ward Precinct

in that city, wvillage, or township.

If T have a confidential voter registration record, I am
providing my program participant identification number instead

of my residence address:

The party primary election ballots, if any, within this

envelope are primary election ballots of the

Party.

Ballots contained within this envelope are to be voted at

the (general, special, or primary) election to be
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held on the day of

My date of birth is (Month and Day),

(Year) .
(Voter must provide one of the following:)

My Ohio driver's license or state identification card

number is (Driver's license or state

identification card number).

The last four digits of my Social Security Number are

(Last four digits of Social Security Number).

In lieu of providing a driver's license or state
identification card number or the last four digits of my Social
Security Number, I am enclosing a copy of my photo
identification in the return envelope in which this

identification envelope will be mailed.

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,

that the statements above are true, as I verily believe.

(Signature of Voter)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF

THE FIFTH DEGREE."

(B) The board shall also mail with the ballots and the
unsealed identification envelope sent by mail an unsealed return
envelope, gummed, ready for sealing, for use by the voter in
returning the voter's marked ballots to the office of the board.
The board shall send with the ballots and the instruction sheet

for preparing a gummed envelope sent electronically, including
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by facsimile machine, an instruction sheet for preparing a
second gummed envelope as described in this division, for use by
the voter in returning that voter's marked ballots to the board.
The return envelope shall have two parallel lines, each one
quarter of an inch in width, printed across its face paralleling
the top, with an intervening space of one quarter of an inch
between such lines. The top line shall be one and one-quarter
inches from the top of the envelope. Between the parallel lines
shall be printed: "OFFICIAL ELECTION UNIFORMED SERVICES OR
OVERSEAS ABSENT VOTER'S BALLOTS -- VIA AIR MAIL." Three blank
lines shall be printed in the upper left corner on the face of
the envelope for the use by the voter in placing the voter's
complete military, naval, or mailing address on these lines. The
post-office address of the office of the board shall be printed
on the face of such envelope in the lower right portion below

the bottom parallel line.

(C) On the back of each identification envelope and each

return envelope shall be printed the following:
"Instructions to voter:

If the flap on this envelope is so firmly stuck to the
back of the envelope when received by you as to require forcible
opening in order to use it, open the envelope in the manner
least injurious to it, and, after marking your ballots and
enclosing same in the envelope for mailing them to the board of
elections, reclose the envelope in the most practicable way, by

sealing or otherwise, and sign the blank form printed below.

The flap on this envelope was firmly stuck to the back of
the envelope when received, and required forced opening before

sealing and mailing.
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(Signature of voter)"

(D) Division (C) of this section does not apply when

absent voter's ballots are sent electronically, including by

facsimile machine.

(E) Except as otherwise provided in this division and in
sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election
official shall not fill out any portion of an identification
envelope statement of voter or an absent voter's ballot on
behalf of an elector. A board of elections may preprint only an
elector's name and address on an identification envelope
statement of voter before mailing or electronically transmitting
absent voter's ballots to the elector, except that if the
elector has a confidential voter registration record, as
described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the board of
elections shall not preprint the elector's address on the

identification envelope statement of voter.

Sec. 3513.01. A Exeept—as—eotherwiseprovided—in—this

oot o n P NP | n 2RET17 A1 £ + 1 Rosziana OA~A Brima e
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3 f +the =+ joed de—feor the purpos freomioctiog
persons—as—ecandidates—-of politiecal parties—(A) (1) Candidates for

election to offices to be voted for at the succeeding general

election shall be nominated under this chapter as follows:

(a) A primary election shall be held for the purpose of

nominating candidates for election to voter-nominated offices as

follows:

(i) All candidates for an office shall be listed on a

single primary ballot, and a voter may vote for any candidate,
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regardless of the candidate's or voter's affiliation or

membership with a political party, provided that the elector is

otherwise qualified to vote for candidates for that office.

(ii) The candidates receiving the highest, second highest,

and third highest number of votes shall advance to the

succeeding general election. If more than one candidate is to be

elected to an office, or if multiple offices of the same type

are to be filled by the same slate of candidates, the number of

candidates advancing to the general election shall be three

times the number to be elected.

(iii) A candidate shall have the candidate's political

party preference, or lack of political party preference,

indicated on the ballot for an office in the manner described

under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Selection of a party

preference by a candidate does not constitute or imply

endorsement of the candidate by the party designated. No

candidate for an office shall be deemed the official candidate

of any party by virtue of the candidate's selection in the

primary election.

(iv) A political party or party central committee does not

have the right to have its preferred candidate participate in

the general election other than as chosen by voters in the

primary. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to

prohibit a political party or party central committee from

endorsing, supporting, or opposing any candidate.

(b) Candidates shall be nominated for election to

nonpartisan offices by nominating petition, except where a

political subdivision has chosen to nominate candidates for

election as officers of the political subdivision by primary

election, as permitted under this section. Such a primary
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election shall be conducted in the manner described under

division (A) (1) (a) of this section, except that a candidate

shall not have the candidate's political party preference, or

lack of political party preference, indicated on the ballot.

(2) Party primaries shall be held as provided in this

chapter and in section 3517.02 of the Revised Code for the

purpose of electing members of political parties to partisan

office and for the purpose of choosing delegates and alternates

to the national conventions of the major political parties.

amendment, a murieteoatl—ecorpeorat-onhavine o pobuiatieon—of—+tw

2N +h m
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political subdivision nominated candidates for election as

officers +m—0f the munieipal—ecorporation—+n—+980—political

subdivision by primary election,

the political subdivision shall

nominate those candidates by primary election under division (A)

(2) of this section unless the manner of nominating such

(C), (D),

If, before the effective date of this amendment, a

candidates is changed under division er—(E), or (F) of

this section.

political subdivision nominated candidates for election as

officers of the political subdivision by nominating petition,

the political subdivision shall continue to nominate those

candidates by nominating petition unless the manner of

nominating those candidates is changed under division (C),

(E), or (F) of this section.

(C) Primary elections shall not be held for the nomination
of candidates for election as officers of any township, or any

municipal corporation having a population of less than two
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thousand, unless a majority of the electors of any such township
or municipal corporation, as determined by the total number of
votes cast in such township or municipal corporation for the
office of governor at the most recent regular state election,
files with the board of elections of the county within which
such township or municipal corporation is located, or within
which the major portion of the population thereof is located, if
the municipal corporation is situated in more than one county,
not later than one hundred twenty days before the day of a
primary election, a petition signed by such electors asking that

candidates for election as officers of such township or

municipal corporation be nominated—eas—canrdidates—ofpotiticat

parties by primary election, in which event primary elections

shall be held in such township or municipal corporation for the

purpose of nominating persons as candidates—efpotiticatl parties
for election as officers of such township or municipal
corporation to be voted for at the succeeding regular municipal
election. In a township or municipal corporation where a
majority of the electors have filed a petition asking that
candidates for election as officers of the township or municipal

corporation be nominated—eas—eandidates—of

ol
H~
H

primary election, the nomination of candidates fer—a—neonpartisan

eleetieon—by nominating petition may be reestablished in the

manner prescribed in division (E) of this section.

(D) (1) The electors in a municipal corporation having a

population of two thousand or more—in—which muniecipatl—officers
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£i+eony may place on the
ballot in the manner prescribed in division (D) (2) of this
section the question of changing to the primary-election method

of nominating persons as candidates for election as officers of
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the municipal corporation.

(2) The board of elections of the county within which the
municipal corporation is located, or, if the municipal
corporation is located in more than one county, of the county
within which the major portion of the population of the
municipal corporation is located, shall, upon receipt of a
petition signed by electors of the municipal corporation equal
in number to at least ten per cent of the vote cast at the most
recent regular municipal election, submit to the electors of the
municipal corporation the question of changing to the primary-
election method of nominating persons as candidates for election
as officers of the municipal corporation. The ballot language

shall be substantially as follows:

"Shall candidates for election as officers of

(name of municipal corporation) in the county of

(name of county) be nominated—as—eandidates—of political parties

by primary election?

yes
no"

The question shall be placed on the ballot at the next
general election in an even-numbered year occurring at least
ninety days after the petition is filed with the board. If a
majority of the electors voting on the question vote in the
affirmative, candidates for election as officers of the

municipal corporation shall thereafter be nominated as

candidates ef—politiecal—parties—in primary elections, under
division (A) of this section, unless a change in the manner of
nominating persons as candidates for election as officers of the

municipal corporation is made under division (E) of this
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section.

(E) (1) The electors in a township or municipal corporation

in which the township or municipal officers are nominated as

candidates—ef—potiticatl—parties in a primary election may place
on the ballot, in the manner prescribed in division (E) (2) of
this section, the question of changing to the rorpartisan—

nominating petition method of nominating persons as candidates

for election as officers of the township or municipal

corporation.

(2) The board of elections of the county within which the
township or municipal corporation is located, or, if the
municipal corporation is located in more than one county, of the
county within which the major portion of the population of the
municipal corporation is located, shall, upon receipt of a
petition signed by electors of the township or municipal
corporation equal in number to at least ten per cent of the vote
cast at the most recent regular township or municipal election,
as appropriate, submit to the electors of the township or
municipal corporation, as appropriate, the question of changing

to the mempartisannominating petition method of nominating

persons as candidates for election as officers of the township
or municipal corporation. The ballot language shall be

substantially as follows:

"Shall candidates for election as officers of

(name of the township or municipal corporation) in the county of

(name of county) be nominated as candidates by

nominating petition—esndb Tected—only o nonpartisan

eteetion?

yes
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no"

The question shall appear on the ballot at the next
general election in an even-numbered year occurring at least
ninety days after the petition is filed with the board. If a
majority of electors voting on the question vote in the
affirmative, candidates for officer of the township or municipal
corporation shall thereafter be nominated by nominating petition

are—b ted—onlyin o nonpartisan—eleetion, unless a change

1o
—C€C

in the manner of nominating persons as candidates for election
as officers of the township or municipal corporation is made

under division (C) or (D) of this section.

(F) (1) The board of education of a city, local, or

exempted village school district or the governing board of an

educational service center may, by adopting a resolution by a

three-fifths majority vote of the board's total membership,

choose to nominate candidates for election to the board by

primary election. The board of education or governing board

shall certify the resolution to the board of elections at least

two hundred ten days before the day of the primary election.

Subject to division (F) (2) of this section, the resolution

applies to all subsequent nominations for a position as a member

of that board of education or governing board.

(2) Not earlier than five years after the adoption of a

resolution under division (F) (1) of this section, the board of

education of a city, local, or exempted village school district

or the governing board of an educational service center may

rescind that resolution by subsequent resolution upon a three-

fifths majority vote of its total membership. The board of

education or governing board shall certify the resolution to the

board of elections at least two hundred ten days before the day
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of the primary election. Subject to division (F) (4) of this

section, the resolution applies to all subsequent nominations

for a position as a member of that board of education or

governing board unless the board adopts another resolution under

division (F) (1) of this section.

Sec. 3513.02. If, in any odd-numbered year, no valid

declaration of candidacy is filed for nomination as a candidate

£ a—potiticatlparty—for election to any of the offices to be
voted for at the general election to be held in such year, or if
the number of persons filing such declarations of candidacy for

nominations as candidates ef—ene—potiticalparty—for election to

such offices does not exceed, as to any such office, the number

of candidates whiech sueh potitical party Fsentitledto nominate

as—itEs—eandidates—be nominated for election to such office, then

no primary election shall be held for the purpose of nominating

party—candidates ef—swvehparty—for election to offices to be

voted for at such general election and no primary ballots shall

be provided—fer—suvehparty. 1f, however, the only office for

which there are more valid declarations of candidacy filed than

the number to be nominated—by—a—petitiecat—partyr 1s the office
of councilperson in a ward, a primary election shall be held fe=
sweh—party—only in the ward or wards in which there is a
contest, and only the names of the candidates for the office of
councilperson in such ward shall appear on the primary ballot—ef
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The election officials whose duty it would have been to
provide for and conduct the holding of such primary election,
declare the results thereof, and issue certificates of
nomination to the persons entitled thereto if such primary
election had been held shall declare each of such persons to be

nominated as of the date of the ninetieth day before the primary
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election, issue appropriate certificates of nomination to each
of them, and certify their names to the proper election
officials, in order that their names may be printed on the
official ballots provided for use in the succeeding general
election in the same manner as though such primary election had

been held and such persons had been nominated at such election.

party—reominations—areprovidedPy—taw nomination at a primary

election,

and candidates for election as members of party
controlling committees, shall have their names printed on the
official primary ballot by filing a declaration of candidacy and
paying the fees specified for the office under divisions (A) and
(B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised Code, except that the
joint candidates for party—nomination to the offices of governor
file one

and lieutenant governor shall, for the two of them,

declaration of candidacy. The joint candidates also shall pay
the fees specified for the joint candidates under divisions (A)

and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised Code.

The secretary of state shall not accept for filing the
declaration of candidacy of a candidate for party—nomination to

the office of governor unless the declaration of candidacy also

shows a joint candidate for £he—same—party's—nomination to the
office of lieutenant governor, shall not accept for filing the
declaration of candidacy of a candidate for gpartynomination to
the office of lieutenant governor unless the declaration of

PR IS
<

candidacy also shows a joint candidate for the—sam s

e
nomination to the office of governor, and shall not accept for
filing a declaration of candidacy that shows a candidate for
party—nomination to the office of governor or lieutenant
governor who,

for the same election, has already filed a
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declaration of candidacy—er—a—deectarationof intent to be o

Fre—dn coneid ~ or has become a candidate by the filling of

FREL
A==

a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code for any

other state office or any federal or county office.

No person who seeks party—nomination for an office or

position at a primary election by declaration of candidacy er—by

a n £ St I
=3 T T It cCIrc—C o

elarats a—write—in—eandidate—and no person
who is a first choice for president of candidates seeking
election as delegates and alternates to the national conventions
of the different major political parties who are chosen by
direct vote of the electors as provided in this chapter shall be
permitted to become a candidate by nominating petition,
including a nominating petition filed under section 3517.012 of
the Revised Code, by declaration of intent to be a write-in
candidate, or by filling a vacancy under section 3513.31 of the

Revised Code at the following general election for any office

)

other than the effie £ merpboreof the ctate bBosed of conestd

,_

7
office of member of a city, local, or exempted village board of
education, office of member of a governing board of an

educational service center, or office of township trustee.

Sec. 3513.05. Each person desiring to become a candidate

for a—pertynomination at a primary election or for election to

afr—a partisan office erposition—tobe—oted—Ffor—at a party
primary—eteetion, except persons desiring to become joint
candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor
and except as otherwise provided in section 3513.051 of the
Revised Code, shall, not later than four p.m. of the ninetieth
day before the day of the primary election, file a declaration
of candidacy and petition and pay the fees required under
divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised Code.

The declaration of candidacy and all separate petition papers
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shall be filed at the same time as one instrument. When the
offices are to be voted for at a primary election, persons
desiring to become joint candidates for the offices of governor
and lieutenant governor shall, not later than four p.m. of the
ninetieth day before the day of the primary election, comply
with section 3513.04 of the Revised Code. The prospective joint
candidates' declaration of candidacy and all separate petition
papers of candidacies shall be filed at the same time as one
instrument. The secretary of state or a board of elections shall
not accept for filing a declaration of candidacy and petition of
a person seeking to become a candidate if that person, for the
same election, has already filed a declaration of candidacy—er—a&

tion—-of tenrt—tobe o write—in—ecandid ~ or has become

2
=+

a candidate by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of
the Revised Code for any federal, state, or county office, if
the declaration of candidacy is for a state or county office, or
for any municipal or township office, if the declaration of

candidacy is for a municipal or township office.

If the declaration of candidacy declares a candidacy which
is to be submitted to electors throughout the entire state, the
petition, including a petition for joint candidates for the

offices of governor and lieutenant governor, shall be signed by

at least one thousand qualified electors—whe—are members—of+th
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the declaration of candidacy and petition shall be filed with
the secretary of state; provided that the secretary of state
shall not accept or file any such petition appearing on its face

to contain signatures of more than three thousand electors.

Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, if the
declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be submitted only

to electors within a district, political subdivision, or portion
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thereof, the petition shall be signed by not less than fifty 2150
qualified electors—who—are membersof the some potitical party 2151
as—the—potitical partyof which the caondidate is5 o member. If 2152
the declaration of candidacy is for party—nomination as a 2153
candidate for member of the legislative authority of a municipal 2154
corporation elected by ward, the petition shall be signed by not 2155
less than twenty-five qualified electors—wheo—aremembers—of+th 2156
potitiecal partyof whtehthe candidate 3is—a member. 2157

No such petition, except the petition for a candidacy that 2158
is to be submitted to electors throughout the entire state, 2159
shall be accepted for filing if it appears to contain on its 2160
face signatures of more than three times the minimum number of 2161
signatures. When a petition of a candidate has been accepted for 2162
filing by a board of elections, the petition shall not be deemed 2163
invalid if, upon verification of signatures contained in the 2164
petition, the board of elections finds the number of signatures 2165
accepted exceeds three times the minimum number of signatures 2166
required. A board of elections may discontinue verifying 2167
signatures on petitions when the number of verified signatures 2168
equals the minimum required number of qualified signatures. 2169

If the declaration of candidacy declares a candidacy for 2170
paFrEy—aeriaatton—eor foretectionas a—eandidate—a partisan 2171
office of a minor party, the minimum number of signatures on 2172
such petition is one-half the minimum number provided in this 2173
section, except that, when the candidacy is one for election as 2174
a member of the state central committee or the county central 2175
committee of a political party, the minimum number shall be the 2176
same for a minor party as for a major party. 2177

If a declaration of candidacy is one for election as a 2178

member of the state central committee or the county central 2179
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committee of a political party, the petition shall be signed by
five qualified electors of the district, county, ward, township,
or precinct within which electors may vote for such candidate.

The—

In the case of a declaration of candidacy filed by a

candidate for partisan office, the electors signing swek—the

petition and the circulator of the petition shall be members of

the same political party as the political party of which the

candidate is a member.

For purposes of signing or circulating a petition of

candidacy for—partyrneominationeor eleetion partisan office, an

elector is considered to be a member of a political party if the
elector voted in that party's primary election within the
preceding two calendar years, or if the elector did not vote in
any other party's primary election within the preceding two

calendar years.

If the declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be
submitted only to electors within a county, or within a district
or subdivision or part thereof smaller than a county, the
petition shall be filed with the board of elections of the
county. If the declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be
submitted only to electors of a district or subdivision or part
thereof that is situated in more than one county, the petition
shall be filed with the board of elections of the county within
which the major portion of the population thereof, as

ascertained by the next preceding federal census, 1s located.

A petition shall consist of separate petition papers, each
of which shall contain signatures of electors of only one
county. Petitions or separate petition papers containing

signatures of electors of more than one county shall not thereby

Page 75

2180
2181
2182
2183

2184
2185
2186
2187
2188

2189
2190
2191
2192
2193
2194
2195

2196
2197
2198
2199
2200
2201
2202
2203
2204
2205

2206
2207
2208
2209



S. B. No. 395 Page 76
As Introduced

be declared invalid. In case petitions or separate petition 2210
papers containing signatures of electors of more than one county 2211
are filed, the board shall determine the county from which the 2212
majority of signatures came, and only signatures from such 2213
county shall be counted. Signatures from any other county shall 2214
be invalid. 2215

Each separate petition paper shall be circulated by one 2216
person only,—whe——shall bethe ecandidat —a—Feint—eandidas ¥ 2217
s—ember—eof—+the sSamepoltiecatl eoarsvy as—the ecandidat F—FeiFE 2218
candidatesy and each separate petition paper shall be governed 2219
by the rules set forth in section 3501.38 of the Revised Code. 2220

The secretary of state shall promptly transmit to each 2221
board such separate petition papers of each petition 2222
accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed with the secretary 2223
of state as purport to contain signatures of electors of the 2224
county of such board. The board of the most populous county of a 2225
district shall promptly transmit to each board within such 2226
district such separate petition papers of each petition 2227
accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed with it as purport 2228
to contain signatures of electors of the county of each such 2229
board. The board of a county within which the major portion of 2230
the population of a subdivision, situated in more than one 2231
county, 1is located, shall promptly transmit to the board of each 2232
other county within which a portion of such subdivision is 2233
located such separate petition papers of each petition 2234
accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed with it as purport 2235
to contain signatures of electors of the portion of such 2236
subdivision in the county of each such board. 2237

All petition papers so transmitted to a board and all 2238

petitions accompanying declarations of candidacy filed with a 2239
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board shall, under proper regulations, be open to public
inspection until four p.m. of the eightieth day before the day
of the next primary election. Each board shall, not later than
the seventy-eighth day before the day of that primary election,
examine and determine the validity or invalidity of the
signatures on the petition papers so transmitted to or filed
with it and shall return to the secretary of state all petition
papers transmitted to it by the secretary of state, together
with its certification of its determination as to the validity
or invalidity of signatures thereon, and shall return to each
other board all petition papers transmitted to it by such board,
together with its certification of its determination as to the
validity or invalidity of the signatures thereon. All other
matters affecting the validity or invalidity of such petition
papers shall be determined by the secretary of state or the

board with whom such petition papers were filed.

Protests against the candidacy of any person filing a

declaration of candidacy ferpartyreminatien—-er—for election to

a&a—a partisan office or position—as—previded—in—this sectiony

may be filed by any qualified elector who is a member of the
same political party as the candidate and who is eligible to
vote at the primary election for the candidate whose declaration
of candidacy the elector objects to, or by the controlling

committee of that political party. Protests against the

candidacy of any person filing a declaration of candidacy for

nomination or for election to a voter-nominated or nonpartisan

office may be filed by any qualified elector who is eligible to

vote at the primary election for the candidate whose declaration

of candidacy the elector objects to. The protest shall be in

writing, and shall be filed not later than four p.m. of the

seventy-fourth day before the day of the primary election. The
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protest shall be filed with the election officials with whom the
declaration of candidacy and petition was filed. Upon the filing
of the protest, the election officials with whom it is filed
shall promptly fix the time for hearing it, and shall forthwith
mail notice of the filing of the protest and the time fixed for
hearing to the person whose candidacy is so protested. They
shall also forthwith mail notice of the time fixed for such
hearing to the person who filed the protest. At the time fixed,
such election officials shall hear the protest and determine the
validity or invalidity of the declaration of candidacy and
petition. If they find that such candidate is not an elector of
the state, district, county, or political subdivision in which
the candidate seeks a party—nomination or election to an office
or position, or has not fully complied with this chapter, the
candidate's declaration of candidacy and petition shall be
determined to be invalid and shall be rejected; otherwise, it
shall be determined to be valid. That determination shall be

final.

A protest against the candidacy of any persons filing a
declaration of candidacy for joint party—nomination to the
offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall be filed,
heard, and determined in the same manner as a protest against
the candidacy of any person filing a declaration of candidacy

singly.

The secretary of state shall, on the seventieth day before
the day of a primary election, certify to each board in the
state the forms of the official ballots to be used at the
primary election, together with the names of the candidates to
be printed on the ballots whose nomination or election is to be
determined by electors throughout the entire state and who filed

valid declarations of candidacy and petitions.
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The board of the most populous county in a district
comprised of more than one county but less than all of the
counties of the state shall, on the seventieth day before the
day of a primary election, certify to the board of each county
in the district the names of the candidates to be printed on the
official ballots to be used at the primary election, whose
nomination or election is to be determined only by electors
within the district and who filed valid declarations of

candidacy and petitions.

The board of a county within which the major portion of
the population of a subdivision smaller than the county and
situated in more than one county is located shall, on the
seventieth day before the day of a primary election, certify to
the board of each county in which a portion of that subdivision
is located the names of the candidates to be printed on the
official ballots to be used at the primary election, whose
nomination or election is to be determined only by electors
within that subdivision and who filed valid declarations of

candidacy and petitions.

Sec. 3513.052. (A) No person shall seek nomination or
election to any of the following offices or positions at the

same election by filing a declaration of candidacy and petitions

PRI P N N N e KRS
Fron—otr—Fatent—+to—b I Ee—3H—Cat

r =Y
T Tt TE

nominating petition, or by becoming a candidate through party—
nomination in a primary election, or by the filling of a vacancy

under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code:
(1) Two or more state offices;
(2) Two or more county offices;

(3) A state office and a county office;
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(4) A federal office and a state or county office;

(5) Any combination of two or more municipal or township
offices, positions as a member of a city, local, or exempted
village board of education, or positions as a member of a

governing board of an educational service center.

(B) The secretary of state or a board of elections shall

not accept for filing a declaration of candidacy and petition+—=a

n £ ot At I PICEN I = 3 oA A
T rircCcitc —C o T WL T It [CEav =nvy

nominating petition of a person seeking to become a candidate if
that person, for the same election, has already filed a

declaration of candidacy—a—deelarationof intent+to beawrit

in—eandidater Oor a nominating petition, or has become a
candidate through gparty—nomination at a primary election or by
the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the

Revised Code for:

(1) Any federal, state, or county office, if the

declaration of candidacy—deetlarationof intent+tobe o write—in
eandidater or nominating petition is for a state or county

office;

(2) Any municipal or township office, or for member of a
city, local, or exempted village board of education, or for

member of a governing board of an educational service center, if

the declaration of candidacy—deelaration—eof intent+tobe—-a

1+ 1 coanAda A
T+ E==33 [S3aS =S

~ or nominating petition is for a municipal or

township office, or for member of a city, local, or exempted
village board of education, or for member of a governing board

of an educational service center.

(C) (1) If the secretary of state determines, before the

day of the primary election, that a person is seeking nomination
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to more than one office at that election in violation of
division (A) of this section, the secretary of state shall do

one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for
which the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single
county and none of those offices is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall notify the board of elections of that
county. The board then shall determine the date on which the

person first sought to become a candidate for each of those

offices by filing a declaration of candidacy er—a—deetaration—-of

intent—+tobe o write—ineandidate—or by the filling of a vacancy

=+

under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote
promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each
office for which the person sought to become a candidate after
the date on which the person first sought to become a candidate
for any of those offices. If the board determines that the
person sought to become a candidate for more than one of those
offices on the same date, the board shall vote promptly to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would
be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that
person seeks nomination, according to the ballot order

prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a state office or an office with a
district larger than a single county and none of the offices for
which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall determine the date on which the person
first sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by

filing a declaration of candidacy er—ea—deecltaorationofintent—+

AP
be—a—writ

ate—or by the filling of a vacancy under

section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state
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shall order the board of elections of each county in which the
person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office for which the person
sought to become a candidate after the date on which the person
first sought to become a candidate for any of those offices. If
the secretary of state determines that the person sought to
become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the
same date, the secretary of state shall order the board of
elections of each county in which the person is seeking to
appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate
for each office that would be listed on the ballot below the
highest office for which that person seeks nomination, according
to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the
Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified shall vote
promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance

with the order of the secretary of state.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for
which the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single
county and any of those offices is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall notify the board of elections of that
county. The board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal

office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a state office and any of the offices for
which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is
not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall

vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in
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accordance with the order of the secretary of state.

(2) If a board of elections determines, before the day of
the primary election, that a person is seeking nomination to
more than one office at that election in violation of division

(A) of this section, the board shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for
which the person is seeking nomination is wholly within that
county and none of those offices is a federal office, the board
shall determine the date on which the person first sought to
become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a

declaration of candidacy er—a—deecltaration of intent to be o

write—in—eandidate—or by the filling of a vacancy under section
3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote promptly to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office for which
the person sought to become a candidate after the date on which
the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those
offices. If the board determines that the person sought to
become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the
same date, the board shall vote promptly to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on
the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks

nomination, according to the ballot order prescribed under

section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a state office or an office with a
district larger than a single county and none of the offices for
which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the
board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of
state then shall determine the date on which the person first

sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing
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a declaration of candidacy er—a—deecloration of intent +to be o

write—in—eandidate—or by the filling of a vacancy under section
3513.30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state shall order
the board of elections of each county in which the person is
seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a
candidate for each office for which the person sought to become
a candidate after the date on which the person first sought to
become a candidate for any of those offices. If the secretary of
state determines that the person sought to become a candidate
for more than one of those offices on the same date, the
secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would
be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that
person seeks nomination, according to the ballot order
prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board
of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the
person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the

secretary of state.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for
which the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single
county and any of those offices is a federal office, the board
shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for

each office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a state office and any of the offices for
which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the
board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of
state then shall order the board of elections of each county in
which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is
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not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall
vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in

accordance with the order of the secretary of state.

(D) (1) If the secretary of state determines, after the day
of the primary election and before the day of the general
election, that a person is seeking election to more than one
office at that election in violation of division (A) of this

section, the secretary of state shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for
which the person is seeking election is wholly within a single
county and none of those offices is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall notify the board of elections of that
county. The board then shall determine the offices for which the
person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The board
shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for
each office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest
office for which that person seeks election, according to the
ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised
Code. If the person sought nomination at a primary election and
has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board
shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office
that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for
which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order

prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a state office or an office with a district
larger than a single county and none of the offices for which
the person is seeking election is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall promptly investigate and determine the

offices for which the person seeks to appear as a candidate on
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the ballot. The secretary of state shall order the board of
elections of each county in which the person is seeking to
appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate
for each office that would be listed on the ballot below the
highest office for which that person seeks election, according
to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the
Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified shall vote
promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance
with the order of the secretary of state. If the person sought
nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a
certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that
certificate for that person for any office that would be listed
on the ballot below the highest office for which that person
seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under

section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for
which the person is seeking election is wholly within a single
county and any of those offices is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall notify the board of elections of that
county. The board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal
office. If the person sought nomination at a primary election
and has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the
board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any

office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a state office and any of the offices for
which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is
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not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall
vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in
accordance with the order of the secretary of state. If the
person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet
been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not
issue that certificate for that person for any office that is

not a federal office.

(2) If a board of elections determines, after the day of
the primary election and before the day of the general election,
that a person is seeking election to more than one office at
that election in violation of division (A) of this section, the

board of elections shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for
which the person is seeking election is wholly within that
county and none of those offices is a federal office, the board
shall determine the offices for which the person seeks to appear
as a candidate on the ballot. The board shall vote promptly to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would
be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that
person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed
under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. If the person sought
nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a
certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that
certificate for that person for any office that would be listed
on the ballot below the highest office for which that person
seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under

section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a state office or an office with a district

larger than a single county and none of the offices for which
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the person is seeking election is a federal office, the board
shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state
promptly shall investigate and determine the offices for which
the person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The
secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would
be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that
person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed
under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of
elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the
person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the
secretary of state. If the person sought nomination at a primary
election and has not yet been issued a certificate of
nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that
person for any office that would be listed on the ballot below
the highest office for which that person seeks election,
according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03

of the Revised Code.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for
which the person is seeking election is wholly within that
county and any of those offices is a federal office, the board
shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for
each office that is not a federal office. If the person sought
nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a
certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that
certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal

office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a state office and any of the offices for

which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the
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board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of
state shall order the board of elections of each county in which
the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal
office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly
to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the
order of the secretary of state. If the person sought nomination
at a primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate
of nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for

that person for any office that is not a federal office.

(E) When a person is disqualified as a candidate under
division (C) or (D) of this section, on or before the seventieth
day before the day of the applicable election, the board of
elections shall remove the person's name from the ballot for any
office for which that person has been disqualified as a
candidate according to the directions of the secretary of state.
When a person is disqualified as a candidate under division (C)
or (D) of this section after the seventieth day before the day
of the applicable election, the board of elections shall not
remove the person's name from the ballot for any office for
which that person has been disqualified as a candidate. The
board of elections shall post a notice at each polling location
on the day of the applicable election, and shall enclose with
each absent voter's ballot given or mailed after the candidate
is disqualified, a notice that votes for the person for the
office for which the person has been disqualified as a candidate
will be void and will not be counted. If the name is not removed
from the ballots before the day of the election, the votes for

the disqualified candidate are void and shall not be counted.

(F) Any vacancy created by the disqualification of a

person as a candidate under division (C) or (D) of this section
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may be filled in the manner provided for in sections 3513.30 and

3513.31 of the Revised Code.

(G) Nothing in this section or section 3513.04, 354306434+
3513.05, 3513.251, 3513.253, 3513.254, 3513.255, 3513.257, or
3513.261 of the Revised Code prohibits, and the secretary of
state or a board of elections shall not disqualify, a person
from being a candidate for an office, if that person timely
withdraws as a candidate for any offices specified in division
(A) of this section for which that person first sought to become
a candidate by filing a declaration of candidacy and petition+—=a
Aot
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nominating petition, by perty—nomination in a primary election,
or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31

of the Revised Code.
(H) As used in this section:

(1) "State office" means the offices of governor,
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state,
treasurer of state, attorney general, member of the general
assembly, chief justice of the supreme court, and Jjustice of the

supreme court.
(2) "Timely withdraws" means either of the following:

(a) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable

deadline for filing a declaration of candidacy—deeltaration—-of

intent—tobe—awrite—in—eandidate; Oor nominating petition for

the subsequent office for which the person is seeking to become

a candidate at the same election;

(b) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable
deadline for the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or

3513.31 of the Revised Code, if the person is seeking to become
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a candidate for a subsequent office at the same election under 2665
either of those sections. 2666
Sec. 3513.07. (A) The form of declaration of candidacy and 2667
petition of a person desiring to be a candidate for a party 2668
nomination or a candidate for election to a&m—a partisan office 2669
or position to be voted for at a primary election shall be 2670
substantially as follows: 2671
"DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY—PARTY—PRIMARY ELECTION FOR PARTISAN 2672
OFFICE 2673

I, (Name of Candidate), the 2674
undersigned, hereby declare under penalty of election 2675
falsification that my voting residence is in 2676
precinct of the (Township) or 2677
(Ward and City or Village) in the county of , 2678
Ohio; that my voting residence is (Street and 2679
Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number) of the 2680
(City or Village) of 2681

, Ohio; and that I am a qualified elector in 2682

the precinct in which my voting residence is located. I am a 2683
member of the Party. I hereby declare that I desire to 2684
be {a—eandidate—for nominationas—o 2685
candidat £ +the Party for electionto—+th £fie £ 2686
+—a candidate for election to the office or 2687

position of ¥+ for the in the state, 2688
district, (Full term or unexpired term ending ) 2689
county, city, or village of , at the primary 2690
election to be held on the day of , , 2691
and I hereby request that my name be printed upon the official 2692
primary election ballot of the said Party as a 2693

candidate for fetreh—romi-aa- o) r—{such election} as 2694
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provided by law. 2695
I further declare that, if elected to said office or 2696
position, I will qualify therefor, and that I will support and 2697
abide by the principles enunciated by the Party. 2698
Dated this day of , 2699

2700

(Signature of candidate) 2701

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A 2702
FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE. 2703
PETITION OF CANDIDATE 2704

We, the undersigned, qualified electors of the state of 2705

Ohio, whose voting residence is in the county, city, village, 2706
ward, township, or school district, and precinct set opposite 2707
our names, and members of the 2708
Party, hereby certify 2709

that (Name of candidate) whose 2710
declaration of candidacy is filed herewith, is a member of the 2711
Party, and is, in our opinion, well qualified to 2712

perform the duties of the office or position to which that 2713
candidate desires to be elected. 2714
Street City, 2715

and Village or 2716

Signature Number Township Ward Precinct County Date 2717
(Must use address on file with the board of elections) 2718

2719

2720

2721
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(Name of circulator

of petition), declares under penalty of election falsification
that the circulator of the petition is a qualified elector of
the state of Ohio and resides at the address appearing below the
signature of that circulator; that the circulator is a member of
the Party; that the circulator is the circulator of

the foregoing petition paper containing (Number)

signatures; that the circulator witnessed the affixing of every
signature; that all signers were to the best of the circulator's
knowledge and belief qualified to sign; and that every signature
is to the best of the circulator's knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of
an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the

Revised Code.

(Signature of circulator)

(Address of circulator's

permanent residence in this

state)

(If petition is for a
statewide candidate, the
name and address of person
employing to circulate

petition, if any)
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WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE."

The petition provided for in this seetien—division shall
be circulated only by a member of the same political party as

the candidate.

(B) "DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR NOMINATION BY PRIMARY

ELECTION

I, (Name of Candidate), the

undersigned, hereby declare under penalty of election

falsification that my voting residence is in

precinct of the (Township) or
(Ward and City or Village) in the county of ,
Ohio; that my voting residence is (Street and

Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number) of the

(City or Village) of

, Ohio; and that I am a qualified elector in

the precinct in which my voting residence is located. I desire

to be nominated as a candidate for election to the office or

position of in the state, district, (Full term or
unexpired term ending ) county, city, or village
of , at the primary election to be held on
the day of , , and I request that my

name be printed upon the official primary election ballot as a

candidate for that nomination as provided by law.

Page 94

2748
2749

2750
2751
2752
2753
2754
2755

2756
2757
2758

2759
2760

2761
2762
2763
2764
2765
2766
2767
2768
2769
2770
2771
2772
2773
2774
2775
2776
2777



S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

In the case of a candidate for a voter—-nominated office

(check one): My preference is for the Party or

no political party.

I further declare that, 1f elected to said office or

position, I will qualify therefor.

Dated this day of ,

(Signature of candidate)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

PETITION OF CANDIDATE

We, the undersigned, qualified electors of the state of

Ohio, whose voting residence is in the county, city, wvillage,

ward, township, or school district, and precinct set opposite

our names, hereby certify that

(Name of candidate) whose declaration of candidacy is filed

herewith is, in our opinion, well qualified to perform the

duties of the office or position to which that candidate desires

to be elected.

Street City,

and Village or Signature Number Township Ward Precinct

County Date

(Must use address on file with the board of elections)

(Name of
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circulator of petition), declares under penalty of election 2805
falsification that the circulator of the petition is a qualified 2806
elector of the state of Ohio and resides at the address 2807
appearing below the signature of that circulator; that the 2808
circulator is the circulator of the foregoing petition paper 2809
containing (Number) signatures; that the 2810
circulator witnessed the affixing of every signature; that all 2811
signers were to the best of the circulator's knowledge and 2812
belief qualified to sign; and that every signature is to the 2813
best of the circulator's knowledge and belief the signature of 2814
the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney 2815
in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. 2816
2817

(Signature of circulator) 2818

2819

(Address of circulator's 2820
permanent residence in this 2821
state) 2822

2823

(If petition is for a 2824
statewide candidate, the 2825

name and address of person 2826
employing to circulate 2827
petition, if any) 2828

I, , hereby constitute 2829

the persons named below a committee to represent me: 2830
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2831

Residence

Name

2832

2833

2834

2835

2836

2837

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A

2838

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE."

2839

The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of

2840

and the form shall be

declaration of candidacy and petition,

2841

substantially similar to the declaration of candidacy and

2842

that will be suitable for

petition set forth in this division,

2843

joint candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant

2844

governor.
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candidate for the unexpired term of amy—an office shall

2876

designate in sweh—the declaration or petition the date on which

2877

such unexpired term will end.

2878

Each person filing a declaration of candidacy or

2879

nominating petition for an office to which multiple candidates

2880

are to be elected at the same election shall designate in the

2881

declaration or petition the date on which the term of office the

2882

person seeks will commence.

2883
2884

At the time of filing a declaration of

3513.10. (A)

Sec.

or a declaration of

candidacy for nomination for any office,

2885

except joint

each candidate,

intent to be a write-in candidate,

2886

shall pay a fee

candidates for governor and lieutenant governor,

2887

as follows
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1
A For statewide office
B For court of appeals judge
C For court of common pleas judge
D For county court judge
E For municipal court judge
F For district office, including member of the United

States house of representatives and member of the

general assembly

G For county office

H For city office

I For village office

J For township office

K For member of local, city, or exempted village

board of education or educational service center

governing board

At the time of filing a declaration of candidacy er—a—

gdeetaration—of intent—+tobeawrite—inecandidate—for the offices

of governor and lieutenant governor, the joint candidates shall
jointly pay to the secretary of state a fee of one hundred

dollars.
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(B) (1) At the same time the fee required under division 2894
(A) of this section is paid, each candidate shall pay an 2895
additional fee as follows: 2896
2897
1 2
A For the joint candidates for governor and $50

lieutenant governor

B For statewide office $50

C For district office, including member of the $35
United States house of representatives and member

of the general assembly

D For—memberof state boardof edueation $35
E For court of appeals judge $30
F For court of common pleas judge $30
G For county court judge $30
H For municipal court judge $30
I For county office $30
J For city office $25
K For village office $20
L For township office $20
M For member of local, city, or exempted village $20

board of education or educational service center
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governing board

(2) Whoever seeks to propose a ballot question or issue to
be submitted to the electors shall pay the following fee at the

time the petition proposing the question or issue is filed:

(a) If the guestion or issue is to be submitted to the

electors throughout the entire state, twenty-five dollars;

(b) If the gquestion or issue is to be submitted to the
electors of a county or of a district that consists of all or
part of two or more counties but less than the entire state,

fifteen dollars;

(c) If the guestion or issue is to be submitted to the

electors of a city, twelve dollars and fifty cents;

(d) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the
electors of a village, a township, a local, city, county, or
exempted village school district, a precinct, or another

district consisting of less than an entire county, ten dollars.

(C) No fee shall be required of candidates filing for the
office of delegate or alternate to the national convention of
political parties, member of the state central committee of a
political party, or member of the county central committee of a

political party.

(D) All fees required under division (A) of this section
immediately shall be paid by the officer receiving them into the
state treasury to the credit of the general revenue fund, in the
case of fees received by the secretary of state, and into the
county treasury to the credit of the county general fund, in the

case of fees received by a board of elections.
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(E) The officer who receives a fee required under division
(B) of this section immediately shall pay the fee to the credit
of the Ohio election integrity commission fund created under

section 111.29 of the Revised Code.

(F) (1) In no case shall a fee paid under this section be

returned to a candidate.

(2) Whenever a section of law refers to a filing fee to be
paid by a candidate or by a committee proposing a ballot
question or issue to be submitted to the electors, that fee
includes the fees required under divisions (A) and (B) of this

section.

(G) As used in divisions (A) and (B) of this section,
"statewide office" means the office of secretary of state,
auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, Jjustice
and chief justice of the supreme court, and member of the United

States senate.

Sec. 3513.12. At a presidential primary election, which
shall be held as provided in division E+2>(E) (3) of section
3501.01 of the Revised Code, delegates and alternates to the
national conventions of the different major political parties
shall be chosen by direct vote of the electors as provided in
this chapter. Candidates for delegate and alternate shall be
qualified and the election shall be conducted in the manner
prescribed in this chapter for the nomination of candidates for
state and district partisan offices, except as provided in
section 3513.151 of the Revised Code and except that whenever
any group of candidates for delegate at large or alternate at
large, or any group of candidates for delegates or alternates

from districts, file with the secretary of state statements as

provided by this section, designating the same persons as their
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first and second choices for president of the United States,
such a group of candidates may submit a group petition
containing a declaration of candidacy for each of such
candidates. The group petition need be signed only by the number
of electors required for the petition of a single candidate. No
group petition shall be submitted except by a group of
candidates equal in number to the whole number of delegates at
large or alternates at large to be elected or equal in number to
the whole number of delegates or alternates from a district to

be elected.

Each person seeking to be elected as delegate or alternate
to the national convention of the person's political party shall
file with the person's declaration of candidacy and certificate
a statement in writing signed by the person in which the person
shall state the person's first and second choices for nomination
as the candidate of the person's party for the presidency of the
United States. The secretary of state shall not permit any
declaration of candidacy and certificate of a candidate for
election as such delegate or alternate to be filed unless
accompanied by such statement in writing. The name of a
candidate for the presidency shall not be so used without the

candidate's written consent.

A person who is a first choice for president of candidates
seeking election as delegates and alternates shall file with the
secretary of state, prior to the day of the election, a list
indicating the order in which certificates of election are to be
issued to delegate or alternate candidates to whose candidacy
the person has consented, if fewer than all of such candidates
are entitled under party rules to be certified as elected. Each
candidate for election as such delegate or alternate may also

file along with the candidate's declaration of candidacy and
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certificate a statement in writing signed by the candidate in

the following form:
"Statement of Candidate

For Election as (Delegate) (Alternate) to the

(name of political party) National Convention

I hereby declare to the voters of my political party in

the State of Ohio that, if elected as (delegate)

(alternate) to their national party convention, I shall, to the
best of my judgment and ability, support that candidate for
President of the United States who shall have been selected at
this primary by the voters of my party in the manner provided in
Chapter 3513. of the Ohio Revised Code, as their candidate for

such office.

(name) ,

Candidate for

(Delegate) (Alternate)"

The procedures for the selection of candidates for
delegate and alternate to the national convention of a political
party set forth in this section and in section 3513.121 of the
Revised Code are alternative procedures, and if the procedures
of this section are followed, the procedures of section 3513.121

of the Revised Code need not be followed.

Sec. 3513.121. (A) Any candidate for the presidency of the
United States who has raised at least five thousand dollars for
the primary election in each of twenty states from individuals,
with a maximum of two hundred fifty dollars per contributor
counting toward the threshold, may file with the secretary of

state a declaration of candidacy not later than four p.m. of the
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ninetieth day before the presidential primary election. Such 3013
declaration of candidacy shall be accompanied by a reasonable 3014
accounting proving eligibility and a statement from the 3015
candidate's registered principal campaign committee treasurer, 3016
meeting the standards of 28 U.S.C. sec. 1746, certifying that 3017
the candidate has met the contribution requirements of this 3018
division. Any candidate who files a declaration of candidacy 3019
pursuant to this division shall also file, or shall cause to be 3020
filed by a person authorized in writing to represent the 3021
candidate, not later than four p.m. of the ninetieth day before 3022
the same primary election, a list of candidates for district 3023
delegate and alternate to the national convention of the 3024
candidate's political party who have been selected in accordance 3025
with rules adopted by the state central committee of the 3026
candidate's political party. The candidates for district 3027
delegate and alternate whose names appear on this list shall be 3028
represented on the ballot in accordance with section 3513.151 of 3029
the Revised Code in every congressional district that the 3030
presidential candidate named in the presidential candidate's 3031
declaration of candidacy, provided that such candidates meet the 3032
other requirements of this section. 3033

(B) Candidates for delegate at large and alternate at 3034
large to the national convention of a political party for a 3035
presidential candidate who submits a declaration of candidacy in 3036
accordance with division (A) of this section shall be selected 3037
in accordance with rules adopted by the state central committee 3038
of the presidential candidate's political party. 3039

(C) Each candidate for district delegate and alternate to 3040
the national convention of a political party selected pursuant 3041
to division (A) of this section shall file or shall cause to be 3042

filed with the secretary of state, not later than four p.m. of 3043
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the ninetieth day before the presidential primary election in

which the person is a candidate, both of the following:

(1) A declaration of candidacy in the form prescribed in

division (A) of section 3513.07 of the Revised Code, but not the

petition prescribed in that section;

(2) A statement in writing signed by the candidate in
which the candidate states the candidate's first and second
choices for nomination as the candidate of the candidate's party

for the presidency of the United States.

(D) A declaration of candidacy filed pursuant to division
(A) of this section shall be in substantially the form

prescribed in division (A) of section 3513.07 of the Revised

Code except that the secretary of state shall modify that form
to include spaces for a presidential candidate to indicate in
which congressional districts the candidate wishes the
candidate's candidacy to be submitted to the electors and shall
modify it in any other ways necessary to adapt it to use by
presidential candidates. A candidate who files a declaration of
candidacy pursuant to division (A) of this section shall not
file the petition prescribed in section 3513.07 of the Revised
Code.

(E) Section 3513.151 of the Revised Code applies in regard
to candidates for delegate and alternate to the national
convention of a political party selected pursuant to this
section. The state central committee of the political party of
any presidential candidate who files a declaration of candidacy
pursuant to division (A) of this section shall file with the
secretary of state the rules of its political party in
accordance with division (E) of section 3513.151 of the Revised

Code.
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(F) The procedures for the selection of candidates for
delegate and alternate to the national convention of a political
party set forth in this section and in section 3513.12 of the
Revised Code are alternative procedures, and if the procedures
of this section are followed, the procedures of section 3513.12

of the Revised Code need not be followed.

Sec. 3513.13. (A) For a primary election, the board of

elections shall provide ballots as follows:

(1) A ballot that includes the candidates for nomination

to each voter-nominated office and each nonpartisan office for

which candidates are to be nominated at the primary election;

(2) Separate primary election ballots shallbeprovidedby

theboardofeleetions—for each political party kheviameg—

tieon—oer—eteetion—irn—holding a party primary

election. Seetion—

(B) Section 3505.08 of the Revised Code governing the kind

of paper, the kind of ink, and the size and style of type to be
used in the printing of ballots for general elections shall

apply in the printing of ballots for primary elections.

Primary election ballots shall have printed on the back

thereof "Official (rome—of—partytype of ballot)
primary ballot," the date of the election, and the

facsimile signatures of the members of the board.

Such ballots shall have stubs attached at the top thereof

as required on ballots for general elections.

On the back of every ballot used there shall be a solid
black line printed opposite the blank rectangular space that is
used to mark the choice of the voter. This line shall be printed

wide enough so that the mark in the blank rectangular space will
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not be visible from the back side of the ballot.

Such ballots shall have printed at the top thereof and

below the stubs "Official

(ram £ partytype of

ballot) primary ballot" and instructions to the

voter to the effect that to vote for a candidate the voter shall
record the vote in the manner provided on the ballot next to the
name of such candidate, except as provided in section 3513.151

of the Revised Code, and that +f-hea voter who tears, soils,

defaces, or erroneously marks the ballot ke—may return it to the

precinct election officers and obtain another ballot.

(C) Except as provided in section 3513.151 of the Revised
Code, primary election ballots shall contain the names of all
persons whose declarations of candidacy and petitions have been
determined to be valid. The name of each candidate for
nomination for, or election to, an office or position shall be
printed in an enclosed rectangular space at the left of which an
enclosed blank rectangular space shall be provided. The names of
candidates shall be printed on the ballot immediately below the
title of the office or position for nomination or election to
which the candidate seeks nomination or election. The order in
which offices and positions shall be listed on the ballot shall
be prescribed by and shall be certified to each board by the
to the extent the

secretary of state, and shall be the same,

secretary of state deems practicable, as is provided for the

listing of offices on general election ballots.
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for a party

The face of the ballot below the stub,

(A)

: 3149

shall be substantially in the following form

primary,

3150

(name of party)

OFFICIAL

3151

PRIMARY BALLOT

3152

To vote for a candidate record your vote in the

A (1)

manner provided next to the name of such candidate.

3153

3154

or erroneously mark this

deface,

soil,

If you tear,

B+ (2)

3155

ballot return it to the election officials and obtain another.

3156

for a primary

The face of the ballot below the stub,

(B)

3157

shall be

election for a voter-nominated or nonpartisan office,

3158

substantially in the following form

3159

OFFICIAL PRIMARY BALLOT

3160

To vote for a candidate record your vote in the manner

(1)
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provided next to the name of such candidate.

(2) If you tear, soil, deface, or erroneously mark this

ballot return it to the election officials and obtain another.

Sec. 3513.15. (A) (1) The names of the candidates in each
group of two or more candidates seeking the same nomination or
election at a primary election, except delegates and alternates

to the national convention of a political party, shall be—

et A~ Ad _vrintad o et A S oo d o DENE N £+
rotateaonaprIrtea—asS—P¥ reea—3H—S Etror—3o — F—Ef
Resziand Ond ot o o indiant deon POy I, I I ey -
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ST rotroR—wWith o portTtrear—party SharT—Poe—P¥ IRt aHEe¥ ¥

wnder—+the—eandidatels——mame arranged in a group under the title

of the office. When—The ballots shall be printed so that the

order in which each candidate appears shall be alternated so

that, insofar as is reasonably possible, each candidate appears

in each position in the list of candidates substantially an

equal number of times.

(2) In the case of a voter—-nominated office, under the

name of each candidate shall be printed, in less prominent type

face than that in which the candidate's name is printed,

"Preference:" followed by the name of the political party the

candidate declared as the candidate's preferred party in the

candidate's declaration of candidacy or, in the case of a

candidate who declared a preference for no political party in

the candidate's declaration of candidacy, the phrase, "No

political party preference."

(3) In the case of a nonpartisan office or a partisan

office, no indication of membership in or affiliation with a

political party shall be printed after or under the candidate's

name.
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(B) When the names of the first choices for president of 3190
candidates for delegate and alternate are not grouped with the 3191
names of such candidates, the names of the first choices for 3192
president shall be rotated in the same manner as the names of 3193
candidates. The— 3194

(C) The specific form and size of the ballot shall be 3195
prescribed by the secretary of state in compliance with this 3196
chapter. 3197

(D) It shall not be necessary to have the names of 3198
candidates for member of a county central committee printed on 3199
the ballots provided for absentee voters, and the board may 3200
cause the names of such candidates to be written on said ballots 3201
in the spaces provided therefor. 3202

(E) The secretary of state shall prescribe the procedure 3203
for rotating the names of candidates on the ballot and the form 3204
of the ballot for the election of delegates and alternates to 3205
the national convention of a political party in accordance with 3206
section 3513.151 of the Revised Code. 3207

Sec. 3513.18. Party primaries shall be held at the same 3208
place and time, but there shall be separate pollbooks and tally 3209
sheets provided at each polling place for each party 3210
participating in the election. 3211

= soecisl electior oo 5 guestien or dooue o held en 3212
the—day—of o primary—etection;—there—There shall be provided in 3213
the pollbooks pages on which shall be recorded the names of all 3214
electors voting only on the nomination of voter-nominated or 3215
nonpartisan candidates and on said—any special election on a 3216
question or issue held on the day of the primary election and 3217

not voting in sweh—a party primary. It shall not be necessary 3218
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for those electors desiring—teo—vot rly—eon—the—oguestion—or

i+sswe—to declare their political affiliation.

Sec. 3513.19. (A) It is the duty of any precinct election

official, whenever any such official doubts that a person

attempting to vote at a primary election is legally entitled to
vote at that election, to challenge the right of that person to
vote. The right of a person to vote at a primary election may be

challenged upon the following grounds:

(1) That the person whose right to vote is challenged is

not a legally qualified elector;

(2) That the person has received or has been promised some

valuable reward or consideration for the person's vote;

(3) Fhat—If the election is a party primary, that the

person is not affiliated with or is not a member of the
political party whose ballot the person desires to vote. Such
party affiliation shall be determined by examining the elector's
voting record for the current year and the immediately preceding
two calendar years as shown on the voter's registration card,
using the standards of affiliation specified in the seventh

El el
p e e g

Revised Code. Bi

paragraph of section 3513.05 of the
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(B) When the right of a person to vote is challenged upon
the ground set forth in division (A) (3) of this section,
membership in or political affiliation with a political party
shall be determined by the person's statement, made under
penalty of election falsification, that the person desires to be
affiliated with and supports the principles of the political

party whose primary ballot the person desires to vote.

Sec. 3513.20. Before any challenged person shall be
allowed to vote at a primary election, the person shall make a
statement, under penalty of election falsification, before one
of the precinct officials, blanks for which shall be furnished
by the board of elections, giving name, age, residence, length

of residence in the precinct, county, and state; if applicable,

stating that the person desires to be affiliated with and
supports the principles of the political party whose party
primary ballot the person desires to vote; and giving all other
facts necessary to determine whether the person is entitled to
vote in that primary election. The statement shall be returned

to the office of the board with the pollbooks and tally sheets.

If a person challenged refuses to make that statement
under penalty of election falsification, the person shall be
permitted to vote a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of
the Revised Code. If a majority of the precinct officials finds
that the statements of a person challenged or the person's
voting record or other evidence shows that the person lacks any

of the qualifications required to make the person a qualified
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elector at the primary election or, if applicable, that the

person is not affiliated with or is not a member of the
political party whose ballot the person desires to vote, the
person shall be permitted to vote a provisional ballot under

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3513.22. (A) Not earlier than the fifth day or later
than the fifteenth day after a primary election, the board of
elections shall begin to canvass the election returns from the
precincts in which electors were entitled to vote at that
election and shall continue the canvass daily until it is

completed.

The board shall complete the canvass not later than the
twenty-first day after the day of the election. Eighty-one days
after the day of the election, the canvass of election returns
shall be deemed final, and no amendments to the canvass may be
made after that date. The secretary of state may specify an
earlier date upon which the canvass of election returns shall be
deemed final, and after which amendments to the final canvass

may not be made, if so required by federal law.

(B) The county executive committee of each political party

rEieipated—an—th Teetion, and each committee designated
in a petition to represent the petitioners pursuant to which a
question or issue was submitted at the election, may designate a
qualified elector who may be present at and may observe the
making of the canvass. Each person for whom votes were cast in
the election may also be present at and observe the making of

the canvass.

(C) When the canvass of the election returns from all of
the precincts in the county in which electors were entitled to

vote at the election has been completed, the board shall
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determine and declare the results of the elections determined by
the electors of the county or of a district or subdivision
within the county. If more than the number of persons to be
nominated for or elected to an office received the largest and
an equal number of votes, the tie shall be resolved by lot by
the chairperson of the board in the presence of a majority of
the members of the board. The declaration shall be in writing
and shall be signed by at least a majority of the members of the
board. It shall bear the date of the day upon which it is made,
and a copy of it shall be posted by the board in a conspicuous
place in its office. The board shall keep the copy posted for a

period of at least five days.

The board shall promptly certify abstracts of the results
of the elections within its county upon forms the secretary of
state prescribes. One certified copy of each abstract shall be
kept in the office of the board, and one certified copy of each
abstract shall promptly be sent to the secretary of state. The
board shall also promptly send a certified copy of that part of
an abstract that pertains to an election in which only electors
of a district comprised of more than one county but less than
all of the counties of the state voted to the board of the most
populous county in the district. It shall also promptly send a
certified copy of that part of an abstract that pertains to an
election in which only electors of a subdivision located partly
within the county voted to the board of the county in which the

major portion of the population of the subdivision is located.

If, after certifying and sending abstracts and parts of
abstracts, a board finds that any abstract or part of any
abstract is incorrect, it shall promptly prepare, certify, and
send a corrected abstract or part of an abstract to take the

place of each incorrect abstract or part of an abstract
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previously certified and sent.

(D) (1) When certified copies of abstracts are received by
the secretary of state, the secretary of state shall canvass
those abstracts and determine and declare the results of all
elections in which electors throughout the entire state voted.
If more than the number of persons to be nominated for or
elected to an office received the largest and an equal number of
votes, the tie shall be resolved by lot by the secretary of
state in the presence of the governor, the auditor of state, and
the attorney general, who at the request of the secretary of
state shall assemble to witness the drawing of the lot. The
declaration of results by the secretary of state shall be in
writing and shall be signed by the secretary of state. It shall
bear the date of the day upon which it is made, and a copy of it
shall be posted by the secretary of state in a conspicuous place
in the secretary of state's office. The secretary of state shall

keep the copy posted for a period of at least five days.

(2) When certified copies of parts of abstracts are
received by the board of the most populous county in a district
from the boards of all of the counties in the district, the
board receiving those abstracts shall canvass them and determine
and declare the results of the elections in which only electors
of the district voted. If more than the number of persons to be
nominated for or elected to an office received the largest and
equal number of votes, the tie shall be resolved by lot by the
chairperson of the board in the presence of a majority of the
members of the board. The declaration of results by the board
shall be in writing and shall be signed by at least a majority
0of the members of the board. It shall bear the date of the day
upon which it is made, and a copy of it shall be posted by the

board in a conspicuous place in its office. The board shall keep
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the copy posted for a period of at least five days.

(3) When certified copies of parts of abstracts are
received by the board of a county in which the major portion of
the population of a subdivision located in more than one county
is located from the boards of each county in which other
portions of that subdivision are located, the board receiving
those abstracts shall canvass them and determine and declare the
results of the elections in which only electors of that
subdivision voted. If more than the number of persons to be
nominated for or elected to an office received the largest and
an equal number of votes, the tie shall be resolved by lot by
the chairperson of the board in the presence of a majority of
the members of the board. The declaration of results by the
board shall be in writing and shall be signed by at least a
majority of the members of the board. It shall bear the date of
the day upon which it is made, and a copy of it shall be posted
by the board in a conspicuous place in its office. The board

shall keep the copy posted for a period of at least five days.

(E) Election officials, who are required to declare the
results of primary elections, shall issue to each person
declared nominated for or elected to an office, an appropriate
certificate of nomination or election, provided that the boards
required to determine and declare the results of the elections
for candidates for nomination to the office of representative to
congress from a congressional district shall, in lieu of issuing
a certificate of nomination, certify to the secretary of state
the names of the candidates nominated, and the secretary of
state, upon receipt of that certification, shall issue a
certificate of nomination to each person whose name is so
certified. Certificates of nomination or election issued by

boards to candidates and certifications to the secretary of
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state shall not be issued before the expiration of the time

within which applications for recounts of votes may be filed or

before recounts of votes,

completed.

Sec.

which have been applied for, are

3513.24. When members of party committees are elected

at a party primary—eleetien, the returns shall be made and

canvassed in the same manner as for the election of state,

district, and county
issue and deliver to
his election. A list

who are chosen shall

offices. The election authorities shall
each person who is elected a certificate of

of such party eemmitteemen committeepersons

be filed and kept in the office of the

secretary of state and the board of elections for a period of

two years.
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The nominating petitions of nonpartisan candidates for

election as officers of a municipal corporation having a

population of less than two thousand,

recent federal census,

as ascertained by the most

shall be signed by not less than ten
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qualified electors of the municipal corporation. Any nominating
petition filed under this section shall be filed with the board
of elections not later than four p.m. of the ninetieth day
before the day of the general election, provided that no such
nominating petition shall be accepted for filing if it appears
to contain signatures aggregating in number more than three
times the minimum number of signatures required by this section.
A board of elections shall not accept for filing a nominating
has

petition of a person if that person, for the same election,

already filed a declaration of candidacy—a—4deetaration—-of

FrEerE—to—b se—Fa—eardid -~ Or a nominating petition, or

PRT]
oWt

has become a candidate through party nomination at a primary
election or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or
3513.31 of the Revised Code for any other municipal office, or
for a township office, for member of a city,

local, or exempted

village board of education, or for member of a governing board
of an educational service center. When a petition of a candidate
has been accepted for filing by a board of elections, the
petition shall not be deemed invalid if, upon verification of
signatures contained in the petition, the board of elections
finds the number of signatures accepted exceeds three times the
minimum number of signatures required. A board of elections may
discontinue verifying signatures when the number of verified
signatures on a petition equals the minimum required number of

qualified signatures.
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petitions of nonpartisan candidates for election as officers of

a municipal corporation having a population of two thousand or
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more but less than five thousand, as ascertained by the next
preceding federal census, shall be signed by not less than fifty
qualified electors of the municipal corporation or ward thereof
in the case of the nominating petition of a candidate for
election as councilperson from such ward. Nominating petitions
of nonpartisan candidates for election as officers of a
municipal corporation having a population of five thousand or
more, as ascertained by the next preceding federal census, shall
be signed by not less than fifty qualified electors of the
municipal corporation or ward thereof in the case of the
nominating petition of a candidate for election as councilperson

from such ward.
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of nonpartisan candidates for township trustee and township
fiscal officer shall be signed by not less than twenty-five
qualified electors of the township. Such petition shall be filed
with the board of elections not later than four p.m. of the
ninetieth day before the day of the general election, provided
that no such nominating petition shall be accepted for filing if
it appears to contain signatures aggregating in number more than
three times the minimum number of signatures required by this
section. A board of elections shall not accept for filing a
nominating petition of a person if that person, for the same

election, has already filed a declaration of candidacy+—a—
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nominating petition, or has become a candidate through party
nomination at a primary election or by the filling of a vacancy

under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code for any

Page 120

3462
3463
3464
3465
3466
3467
3468
3469
3470
3471
3472
3473

3474
3475
3476
3477
3478
3479
3480
3481
3482
3483
3484
3485
3486
3487
3488
3489
3490
3491
3492



S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

other township office, or for a municipal office, for member of
a city, local, or exempted village board of education, or for
member of a governing board of an educational service center.
When a petition of a candidate has been accepted for filing by a
board of elections, the petition shall not be deemed invalid if,
upon verification of signatures contained in the petition, the
board of elections finds the number of signatures accepted
exceeds three times the minimum number of signatures required. A
board of elections may discontinue verifying signatures when the
number of verified signatures on a petition equals the minimum

required number of qualified signatures.

Sec. 3513.254. (A7) TFhe—snom f ecach candidate for member

Hpees
candidates for member of a board of education of a local or
exempted village school district shall be signed by twenty-five
qualified electors of the school district. Nominating petitions
for candidates for member of a board of education of a city
school district having a population of less than twenty
thousand, as ascertained by the next preceding federal census,
shall be signed by twenty-five qualified electors of the school
district. Nominating petitions for candidates for member of a
board of education of a city school district having a population
of twenty thousand or more but less than fifty thousand, as
ascertained by the next preceding federal census, shall be
signed by seventy-five qualified electors of the school
district. Nominating petitions for candidates for member of a
board of education of a city school district having a population
of fifty thousand or more but less than one hundred thousand, as
ascertained by the next preceding federal census, shall be

signed by one hundred fifty qualified electors of the school
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district. Nominating petitions for candidates for member of a
board of education of a city school district having a population
of one hundred thousand or more, as ascertained by the next
preceding federal census, shall be signed by three hundred

qualified electors of the school district.

(B) Nominating petitions shall be filed with the board of
elections not later than four p.m. of the ninetieth day before
the day of the general election, provided that no such petition
shall be accepted for filing if it appears to contain signatures
aggregating in number more than three times the minimum number
of signatures required by this section. A board of elections
shall not accept for filing a nominating petition of a person if

that person, for the same election, has already filed a

declaration of candidacy—a—¢deelarationof intent—tobeawrit
ia—eandidater Oor a nominating petition, or has become a
candidate through party nomination at a primary election or by
the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the
Revised Code for any other position as a member of a city,
local, or exempted village board of education or position as a
member of a governing board of an educational service center, or
for a municipal or township office. When a petition of a
candidate has been accepted for filing by a board of elections,
the petition shall not be deemed invalid if, upon verification
of signatures contained in the petition, the board of elections
finds the number of signatures accepted exceeds three times the
minimum number of signatures required. A board of elections may
discontinue verifying petitions when the number of verified
signatures equals the minimum required number of qualified

signatures.
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Sec. 3513.255. Ihis——sectien s sub ect teo seetion 35232556 3555

FEtre 2ewised Cod Fhe—ra¥ fecehecondidate for election as 3556
z—rmermoer of = goverring bosrd of arn edueational service center 3557
shallappear—on—the nonpartisanballet—FEach—A nominating 3558
petition for member of the governing board of an educational 3559
service center shall be signed by fifty qualified electors who 3560
reside in one of the following, as applicable: 3561
(A) The school districts over which the educational 3562
service center governing board has jurisdiction, in the case of 3563
any candidate running for a position on any educational service 3564
center governing board other than a governing board established 3565
in accordance with section 3311.054 of the Revised Code; 3566
(B) The subdistrict in which the candidate is running, in 3567

the case of a position on a governing board of an educational 3568
service center established in accordance with section 3311.054 3569
of the Revised Code. 3570
FEach nominating petition shall be filed with the board of 3571
elections of the county in which the central administrative 3572
offices of the educational service center governing board are 3573
located not later than four p.m. of the ninetieth day before the 3574
day of the general election, provided that no such petition 3575
shall be accepted for filing if it appears to contain signatures 3576
aggregating in number more than three times the minimum number 3577
of signatures required by this section. A board of elections 3578
shall not accept for filing a nominating petition of a person if 3579
that person, for the same election, has already filed a 3580
declaration of candidacy—a—deelaration—of intent+tobea—writ 3581
ina—eandidater or a nominating petition, or has become a 3582
candidate through party nomination at a primary election or by 3583

the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the 3584
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3585

Revised Code for any other position as a member of a governing

3586

board of an educational service center or position as a member

3587

or for

or exempted village board of education,

local,

of a city,

When a petition of a candidate 3588

a municipal or township office.

3589

the

has been accepted for filing by a board of elections,

3590

upon verification of

petition shall not be deemed invalid if,

3591

the board of elections

signatures contained in the petition,

3592

finds the number of signatures accepted exceeds three times the

3593

A board of elections may

minimum signatures required.

3594

discontinue verifying petitions when the number of verified

3595

signatures equals the minimum required number of qualified

3596

signatures.
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Persons desiring to become independent joint candidates for the
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offices of president and vice-president of the United States
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not later
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than four p.m.



Page 125

S. B. No. 395
As Introduced

3616

general election at which the president and vice-president are

3617

one statement of candidacy and one nominating

to be elected,

3618

The prospective independent joint

petition for the two of them.

3619

statement of candidacy shall be filed with the

candidates'

3620

nominating petition as one instrument.

3621

The statement of candidacy and separate petition papers of
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r—palr of joint candidates shall be filed at the
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provided that no petition shall be accepted for filing
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more separate petition papers, each of which shall be

substantially in the form prescribed in this section. If the
petition consists of more than one separate petition paper, the
statement of candidacy of the candidate or joint candidates
named need be signed by the candidate or joint candidates on
only one of such separate petition papers, but the statement of
candidacy so signed shall be copied on each other separate
petition paper before the signatures of electors are placed on
it. Each nominating petition containing signatures of electors
of more than one county shall consist of separate petition
papers each of which shall contain signatures of electors of
only one county; provided that petitions containing signatures
of electors of more than one county shall not thereby be
declared invalid. In case petitions containing signatures of
electors of more than one county are filed, the board of
elections shall determine the county from which the majority of
the signatures came, and only signatures from this county shall

be counted. Signatures from any other county shall be invalid.

All signatures on nominating petitions shall be written in
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ink or indelible pencil.

At the time of filing a nominating petition, the candidate

designated in the nominating petition—anrd—TFeint——ecandidates—for

governor—andlievtenant—gevernory shall pay to the election

officials with whom it is filed the fees specified for the

office under divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the

Revised Code, if applicable. The fees shall be disposed of by

those election officials in the manner that is provided in
section 3513.10 of the Revised Code for the disposition of other
fees, and in no case shall a fee required under that section be

returned to a candidate.
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Each nominating petition shall contain a statement of
candidacy that shall be signed by the candidate or joint
candidates named in it or by an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. Such statement of
candidacy shall contain a declaration made under penalty of
election falsification that the candidate desires to be a
candidate for the office named in it, and that the candidate is

an elector qualified to vote for the office the candidate seeks.

The form of the nominating petition and statement of

candidacy shall be substantially as follows:
"STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY

I, (Name of
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candidate), the undersigned, hereby declare under penalty of
election falsification that my voting residence is in

Precinct of the

(Township) or (Ward and City, or

Village) in the county of Ohio; that my post-

office address 1is (Street and

Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number) of the

(City, Village, or post office)

of , Ohio; and that I am a qualified elector

in the precinct in which my voting residence is located. I
hereby declare that I desire to be a candidate for election to

the office of in the

(State, District, County, City, Village, Township, or School

District) for the (Full
term or unexpired term ending ) at the General
Election to be held on the day of ,

I further declare that I am an elector qualified to vote

for the office I seek. Dated this day of ’

(Signature of candidate)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

I, , hereby constitute

the persons named below a committee to represent me:

Name Residence
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NOMINATING PETITION

We, the undersigned, qualified electors of the state of
Ohio, whose voting residence is in the County, City, Village,
Ward, Township or Precinct set opposite our names, hereby

nominate as a candidate for election to the

office of in the

(State, District, County, City,

Village, Township, or School District) for the

(Full term or unexpired term ending ) to be

voted for at the general election next hereafter to be held, and
certify that this person is, in our opinion, well qualified to
perform the duties of the office or position to which the person

desires to be elected.

1 2 3 4 5 6
A Street
B Address
C or R.F.D.
D (Must use
E address on City,

F file with Village
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G the board of or

H Signature elections) Township Ward Precinct County

, declares under penalty of election

falsification that such person is a qualified elector of the
state of Ohio and resides at the address appearing below such
person's signature hereto; that such person is the circulator of

the foregoing petition paper containing

signatures; that such person witnessed the affixing of every
signature; that all signers were to the best of such person's
knowledge and belief qualified to sign; and that every signature
is to the best of such person's knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of
an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the

Revised Code.

(Signature of circulator)

(Address of circulator's
permanent residence

in this state)

(If petition is for a statewide
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3866

the name and address

candidate,

3867

of person employing circulator

3868

if any)

to circulate petition,

3869

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A

3870

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE."

3871

The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of

3872

nominating petition for a group of candidates for the office of

3873

and offices of

township office,

member of a board of education,

3874

municipal corporations of under two thousand population.
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such separate petition papers of the petition as purport to

contain signatures of electors of such county.

All petition papers so transmitted to a board of
elections, and all nominating petitions filed with a board of
elections shall, under proper regulation, be open to public
inspection until four p.m. of the eightieth day before the day
of such general election. Each board shall, not later than the
seventy-eighth day before the day of such general election
examine and determine the sufficiency of the signatures on the
petition papers transmitted to or filed with it and the wvalidity
or invalidity of petitions filed with it, and shall return to
each other board all petition papers transmitted to it by such
other board, together with its certification of its
determination as to the validity or invalidity of signatures
thereon. A signature on a nominating petition is not valid if it
is dated more than one year before the date the nominating
petition was filed. All other matters affecting the wvalidity or
invalidity of such petition papers shall be determined by the

board with whom such petition papers were filed.

Written protests against such nominating petitions may be
filed by any qualified elector eligible to vote for the
candidate whose nominating petition the elector objects to, not
later than the seventy-fourth day before the general election.
Such protests shall be filed with the election officials with
whom the nominating petition was filed. Upon the filing of such
protests, the election officials with whom it is filed shall
promptly fix the time and place for hearing it, and shall
forthwith mail notice of the filing of such protest and the time
and place for hearing it to the person whose nomination is
protested. They shall also forthwith mail notice of the time and

place fixed for the hearing to the person who filed the protest.
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23— (A) If only one valid declaration of candidacy is

filed for nomination as a candidate ef—ea—potitieatparty—for an
B

office and that candidate dies on or after—+the +tenth day-before

the day of the primary election, that candidate is considered to

have received the nomination ef—that—ecandidatels potiticatl party

at that primary election, and, for purposes of filling the
vacancy so created, that candidate's death shall be treated as
if that candidate died on the day after the day of the primary

election.

(B) Any person filing a declaration of candidacy may
withdraw as such candidate at any time prior to the primary
election. The withdrawal shall be effected and the statement of
withdrawal shall be filed in accordance with the procedures
prescribed in division (D) of this section for the withdrawal of
persons nominated in a primary election or by nominating

petition.

(C) A person who is the first choice for president of the
United States by a candidate for delegate or alternate to a
national convention of a political party may withdraw consent
for the selection of the person as such first choice no later
than four p.m. of the fortieth day before the day of the

presidential primary election. Withdrawal of consent shall be
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for the entire slate of candidates for delegates and alternates 4015
who named such person as their presidential first choice and 4016
shall constitute withdrawal from the primary election by such 4017
delegates and alternates. The withdrawal shall be made in 4018
writing and delivered to the secretary of state. If the 4019
withdrawal is delivered to the secretary of state on or before 4020
the seventieth day before the day of the primary election, the 4021
boards of elections shall remove both the name of the withdrawn 4022
first choice and the names of such withdrawn candidates from the 4023
ballots according to the directions of the secretary of state. 4024
If the withdrawal is delivered to the secretary of state after 4025
the seventieth day before the day of the primary election, the 4026
board of elections shall not remove the name of the withdrawn 4027
first choice and the names of the withdrawn candidates from the 4028
ballots. The board of elections shall post a notice at each 4029
polling location on the day of the primary election, and shall 4030
enclose with each absent voter's ballot given or mailed after 4031
the candidate withdraws, a notice that votes for the withdrawn 4032
first choice or the withdrawn candidates will be void and will 4033
not be counted. If such names are not removed from all ballots 4034
before the day of the election, the votes for the withdrawn 4035
first choice or the withdrawn candidates are void and shall not 4036
be counted. 4037

(D) Any person nominated in a primary election or by 4038
nominating petition as a candidate for election at the next 4039
general election may withdraw as such candidate at any time 4040
prior to the general election. Such withdrawal may be effected 4041
by the filing of a written statement by such candidate 4042
announcing the candidate's withdrawal and requesting that the 4043
candidate's name not be printed on the ballots. If such 4044

candidate's declaration of candidacy er—smomimatingpetition—was 4045
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filed with the secretary of state, the candidate's statement of
withdrawal shall be addressed to and filed with the secretary of
state. If such candidate's declaration of candidacy or
nominating petition was filed with a board of elections, the
candidate's statement of withdrawal shall be addressed to and

filed with such board.

(E) When a person withdraws under division (B) or (D) of
this section on or before the seventieth day before the day of
the primary election or the general election, the board of
elections shall remove the name of the withdrawn candidate from
the ballots according to the directions of the secretary of
state. When a person withdraws under division (B) or (D) of this
section after the seventieth day before the day of the primary
election or the general election, the board of elections shall

not remove the name of the withdrawn candidate from the ballots.

The board of elections shall post a notice at each
on the day of the election, and shall enclose with

voter's ballot given or mailed after the candidate

notice that votes for the withdrawn

will not be counted. If the name is

candidate will

polling place
each absent
withdraws, a

be void and

not removed from all ballots

before the day of the election, the votes for the withdrawn
candidate are void and shall not be counted.
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the vacancy so created may
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as designated

be filled by a majority of the committee of five,
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if a member of that committee certifies in writing
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not later than the eighty-sixth day before the day of
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+FI—FEaech—each person desiring to become an—independent—a
candidate to fill the unexpired term shall file a statement of
candidacy and nominating petition, as provided in section
3513.261 of the Revised Code, with the appropriate election
official not later than four p.m.

day on which the wvacancy occurs, provided that when the vacancy

occurs fewer than six days before the fifty-sixth day before the

general election, the deadline for filing shall be four p.m. on

the fiftieth day before the general election. The nominating
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voted upon—e¥ equal to the applicable amount provided for in

section 3543-257+3513.05 of the Revised Code—whichewver—3s—tess.
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died,
been filled, may,
nomination er—meminatien by petitien—as provided in divisiens—
fo—)—or (B)

select a person as a candidate ef—+thatparty—or—of

division (A) of this section, whichever is

appropriate,

that committee of five for election to the office.

or been disqualified without the vacancy so created having

acting as in the case of a vacancy in a party—
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Sec. 3513.311. (A) If a candidate for lieutenant governor
dies, withdraws, or is disqualified as a candidate prior to the
seventieth day before the day of a primary election, the wvacancy
on the ballot shall be filled by appointment by the joint
candidate for the office of governor. Such candidate for
governor shall certify in writing and under oath to the
secretary of state not later than the sixty-fifth day before the
day of such election the name and residence address of the

person selected to fill such vacancy.

(B) If a candidate for governor dies, withdraws, or is
disqualified as a candidate prior to the seventieth day before
the day of a primary election, the vacancy on the ballot shall
be filled by appointment by the joint candidate for the office
of lieutenant governor. Such candidate for lieutenant governor
shall certify in writing and under oath to the secretary of
state not later than the sixty-fifth day before the day of such
election the name and residence address of the person selected

to fill such wvacancy.

(C) If a candidate for the office of lieutenant governor
dies on or after the seventieth day, but prior to the tenth day,
before a primary election, the vacancy so created shall be
filled by appointment by the joint candidate for the office of
governor. Such candidate for governor shall certify in writing
and under oath to the secretary of state not later than the
fifth day before the day of such election the name and residence

address of the person selected to fill such vacancy.

(D) If a candidate for the office of governor dies on or
after the seventieth day, but prior to the tenth day, before a
primary election, the vacancy so created shall be filled by

appointment by the joint candidate for the office of lieutenant
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- (G) Any replacement candidate appointed or selected

pursuant to this section shall be one who has the qualifications

of an elector.

Sec. 3513.32. When a special election is found necessary
to fill a vacancy, the date of the primary election shall be
fixed at the same time and in the same manner as that of the
election, by the authority calling such special election. The
primary election shall be held at least fifteen days prior to
the time fixed for such special election. Declaration of
candidacy and certificates for such primary shall be filed and
fees shall be paid at least ten days before the date for holding

such primary election.

A primary election preceding a special election to fill a

vacancy in an office shall be eliminated +frneo—vatid dectaration

or—stehoffiecer—or—1f the number of
persons filing sweh—valid declarations of candidacy as—

£ n . I
£ re—po+t

o
o O

at—party—does not exceed three times

the number of candidates whieh suveh political partyis——entitied

ar
B
B
B
ar

to be nominated for election to such office.

Sec. 3513.33. At the time a person files a declaration of

at

+
T

candidacy+ or nominating petitions or deetarationeof inten

be—otherwise becomes a write—im—candidate, the secretary of

state or the board of elections shall furnish that person with a
copy of section 3517.21 of the Revised Code. Each person who

receives the copy shall acknowledge its receipt in writing.

Sec. 3517.01. (A) (1) A political party within the meaning
of Title XXXV of the Revised Code is any group of voters that

meets either of the following requirements:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, at the
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most recent regular state election, the group polled for its

A——=he—stat r—nominees for presidential

N
==

Tz
Tt

e
E=

electors at least three per cent of the entire vote cast for

that office in this state. A group that meets the requirements

of this division remains a political party for a period of four

years after meeting those requirements.

(b) The group filed with the secretary of state,
subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of division
(A) (1) (a) of this section, a party formation petition that meets

all of the following requirements:

(1) The petition is signed by qualified electors equal in
number to at least one per cent of the total vote for governor
or nominees for presidential electors at the most recent

election for such office.

(1ii) The petition is signed by not fewer than five hundred
qualified electors from each of at least a minimum of one-half
of the congressional districts in this state. If an odd number
of congressional districts exists in this state, the number of
districts that results from dividing the number of congressional

districts by two shall be rounded up to the next whole number.

(1iii) The petition declares the petitioners' intention of
organizing a political party, the name of which shall be stated
in the declaration, and of participating in the succeeding
general election, held in even-numbered years, that occurs more

than one hundred twenty-five days after the date of filing.

(iv) The petition designates a committee of not less than
three nor more than five individuals of the petitioners, who
shall represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the

petition. Notice of all matters or proceedings pertaining to the
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petition may be served on the committee, or any of them, either
personally or by registered mail, or by leaving such notice at

the usual place of residence of each of them.

(2) No such group of electors shall assume a name or
designation that is similar, in the opinion of the secretary of
state, to that of an existing political party as to confuse or

mislead the voters at an election.

(B) A campaign committee shall be legally liable for any
debts, contracts, or expenditures incurred or executed in its

name.

(C) Notwithstanding the definitions found in section
3501.01 of the Revised Code, as used in this section and

sections 3517.08 to 3517.991 of the Revised Code:

(1) "Campaign committee" means a candidate or a
combination of two or more persons authorized by a candidate
under section 3517.081 of the Revised Code to receive

contributions and make expenditures.

(2) "Campaign treasurer" means an individual appointed by

a candidate under section 3517.081 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in division (H) of
section 3501.01 of the Revised Code and also includes any person
who, at any time before or after an election, receives
contributions or makes expenditures or other use of
contributions, has given consent for another to receive
contributions or make expenditures or other use of
contributions, or appoints a campaign treasurer, for the purpose
of bringing about the person's nomination or election to public
office. When two persons jointly seek the offices of governor

and lieutenant governor, "candidate" means the pair of
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candidates jointly. "Candidate" does not include candidates for 4472
election to the offices of member of a county or state central 4473
committee, presidential elector, and delegate to a national 4474
convention or conference of a political party. 4475

(4) "Continuing association" means an association, other 4476
than a campaign committee, political party, legislative campaign 4477
fund, political contributing entity, or labor organization, that 4478
is intended to be a permanent organization that has a primary 4479
purpose other than supporting or opposing specific candidates, 4480
political parties, or ballot issues, and that functions on a 4481
regular basis throughout the year. "Continuing association" 4482
includes organizations that are determined to be not organized 4483
for profit under subsection 501 and that are described in 4484
subsection 501 (c) (3), 501 (c) (4), or 501 (c) (6) of the Internal 4485
Revenue Code. 4486

(5) "Contribution" means a loan, gift, deposit, 4487
forgiveness of indebtedness, donation, advance, payment, or 4488
transfer of funds or anything of value, including a transfer of 4489
funds from an inter vivos or testamentary trust or decedent's 4490
estate, and the payment by any person other than the person to 4491
whom the services are rendered for the personal services of 4492
another person, which contribution is made, received, or used 4493
for the purpose of influencing the results of an election. Any 4494
loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness of indebtedness, donation, 4495
advance, payment, or transfer of funds or of anything of value, 4496
including a transfer of funds from an inter vivos or 4497
testamentary trust or decedent's estate, and the payment by any 4498
campaign committee, political action committee, legislative 4499
campaign fund, political party, political contributing entity, 4500
or person other than the person to whom the services are 4501

rendered for the personal services of another person, that is 4502
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made, received, or used by a state or county political party,
other than the moneys an entity may receive under sections
3517.101, 3517.1012, and 3517.1013 of the Revised Code, shall be
considered to be a "contribution" for the purpose of section
3517.10 of the Revised Code and shall be included on a statement

of contributions filed under that section.
"Contribution" does not include any of the following:

(a) Services provided without compensation by individuals
volunteering a portion or all of their time on behalf of a

person;
(b) Ordinary home hospitality;

(c) The personal expenses of a volunteer paid for by that

volunteer campaign worker;

(d) Any gift given to an entity pursuant to section

3517.101 of the Revised Code;

(e) Any contribution as defined in section 3517.1011 of
the Revised Code that is made, received, or used to pay the
direct costs of producing or airing an electioneering

communication;

(f) Any gift given to a state or county political party
for the party's restricted fund under division (A) (2) of section

3517.1012 of the Revised Code;

(g) Any gift given to a state political party for deposit
in a Levin account pursuant to section 3517.1013 of the Revised
Code. As used in this division, "Levin account" has the same

meaning as in that section.

(h) Any donation given to a transition fund under section

3517.1014 of the Revised Code.
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(6) "Expenditure" means the disbursement or use of a
contribution for the purpose of influencing the results of an
election or of making a charitable donation under division (G)
of section 3517.08 of the Revised Code. Any disbursement or use
of a contribution by a state or county political party is an
expenditure and shall be considered either to be made for the
purpose of influencing the results of an election or to be made
as a charitable donation under division (G) of section 3517.08
of the Revised Code and shall be reported on a statement of
expenditures filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.
During the thirty days preceding a primary or general election,
any disbursement to pay the direct costs of producing or airing
a broadcast, cable, or satellite communication that refers to a
clearly identified candidate shall be considered to be made for
the purpose of influencing the results of that election and
shall be reported as an expenditure or as an independent
expenditure under section 3517.10 or 3517.105 of the Revised
Code, as applicable, except that the information required to be
reported regarding contributors for those expenditures or
independent expenditures shall be the same as the information
required to be reported under divisions (D) (1) and (2) of

section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

As used in this division, "broadcast, cable, or satellite
communication” and "refers to a clearly identified candidate"
have the same meanings as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised

Code.

(7) "Personal expenses" includes, but is not limited to,
ordinary expenses for accommodations, clothing, food, personal

motor vehicle or airplane, and home telephone.

(8) "Political action committee" means a combination of
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two or more persons, the primary or major purpose of which is to
support or oppose any candidate, political party, or issue, or
to influence the result of any election through express
advocacy, and that is not a political party, a campaign
committee, a political contributing entity, or a legislative
campaign fund. "Political action committee" does not include

either of the following:

(a) A continuing association that makes disbursements for
the direct costs of producing or airing electioneering

communications and that does not engage in express advocacy;

(b) A political club that is formed primarily for social
purposes and that consists of one hundred members or less, has
officers and periodic meetings, has less than two thousand five
hundred dollars in its treasury at all times, and makes an
aggregate total contribution of one thousand dollars or less per

calendar year.

(9) "Public office" means any state, county, municipal,
township, or district office, except an office of a political
party, that is filled by an election and the offices of United

States senator and representative.

(10) "Anything of value" has the same meaning as in

section 1.03 of the Revised Code.

(11) "Beneficiary of a campaign fund" means a candidate, a
public official or employee for whose benefit a campaign fund
exists, and any other person who has ever been a candidate or
public official or employee and for whose benefit a campaign

fund exists.

(12) "Campaign fund" means money or other property,

including contributions.
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(13) "Public official or employee" has the same meaning as

in section 102.01 of the Revised Code.

(14) "Caucus" means all of the members of the house of
representatives or all of the members of the senate of the

general assembly who are members of the same political party.

(15) "Legislative campaign fund" means a fund that is
established as an auxiliary of a state political party and

associated with one of the houses of the general assembly.

(16) "In-kind contribution" means anything of wvalue other
than money that is used to influence the results of an election
or is transferred to or used in support of or in opposition to a
candidate, campaign committee, legislative campaign fund,
political party, political action committee, or political
contributing entity and that is made with the consent of, in
coordination, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the
request or suggestion of the benefited candidate, committee,
fund, party, or entity. The financing of the dissemination,
distribution, or republication, in whole or part, of any
broadcast or of any written, graphic, or other form of campaign
materials prepared by the candidate, the candidate's campaign
committee, or their authorized agents is an in-kind contribution

to the candidate and an expenditure by the candidate.

(17) "Independent expenditure" means an expenditure by a
person advocating the election or defeat of an identified
candidate or candidates, that is not made with the consent of,
in coordination, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the
request or suggestion of any candidate or candidates or of the
campaign committee or agent of the candidate or candidates. As

used in division (C) (17) of this section:
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(a) "Person" means an individual, partnership,
unincorporated business organization or association, political
action committee, political contributing entity, separate
segregated fund, association, or other organization or group of
persons, but not a labor organization or a corporation unless
the labor organization or corporation is a political

contributing entity.

(b) "Advocating" means any communication containing a

message advocating election or defeat.

(c) "Identified candidate" means that the name of the
candidate appears, a photograph or drawing of the candidate
appears, or the identity of the candidate is otherwise apparent

by unambiguous reference.

(d) "Made in coordination, cooperation, or consultation
with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or the
campaign committee or agent of the candidate" means made
pursuant to any arrangement, coordination, or direction by the
candidate, the candidate's campaign committee, or the
candidate's agent prior to the publication, distribution,
display, or broadcast of the communication. An expenditure is

presumed to be so made when it is any of the following:

(i) Based on information about the candidate's plans,
projects, or needs provided to the person making the expenditure
by the candidate, or by the candidate's campaign committee or

agent, with a view toward having an expenditure made;

(ii) Made by or through any person who is, or has been,
authorized to raise or expend funds, who is, or has been, an
officer of the candidate's campaign committee, or who is, or has

been, receiving any form of compensation or reimbursement from
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the candidate or the candidate's campaign committee or agent;

(iii) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) of
section 3517.105 of the Revised Code, made by a political party
in support of a candidate, unless the expenditure is made by a
political party to conduct voter registration or voter education

efforts.

(e) "Agent" means any person who has actual oral or
written authority, either express or implied, to make or to
authorize the making of expenditures on behalf of a candidate,
or means any person who has been placed in a position with the
candidate's campaign committee or organization such that it
would reasonably appear that in the ordinary course of campaign-

related activities the person may authorize expenditures.

(18) "Labor organization" means a labor union; an employee
organization; a federation of labor unions, groups, locals, or
other employee organizations; an auxiliary of a labor union,
employee organization, or federation of labor unions, groups,
locals, or other employee organizations; or any other bona fide
organization in which employees participate and that exists for
the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with employers
concerning grievances, labor disputes, wages, hours, and other

terms and conditions of employment.

(19) "Separate segregated fund" means a separate
segregated fund established pursuant to the Federal Election

Campaign Act.

(20) "Federal Election Campaign Act" means the "Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971," 86 Stat. 11, 2 U.S.C.A. 431, et

seq., as amended.

(21) "Restricted fund" means the fund a state or county
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political party must establish under division (A) (1) of section

3517.1012 of the Revised Code.

(22) "Electioneering communication" has the same meaning

as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(23) "Express advocacy" means a communication that
contains express words advocating the nomination, election, or
defeat of a candidate or that contains express words advocating
the adoption or defeat of a question or issue, as determined by

a final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction.

(24) "Political committee" has the same meaning as in

section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(25) "Political contributing entity" means any entity,
including a corporation or labor organization, that may lawfully
make contributions and expenditures and that is not an
individual or a political action committee, continuing
association, campaign committee, political party, legislative
campaign fund, designated state campaign committee, or state
candidate fund. For purposes of this division, "lawfully" means
not prohibited by any section of the Revised Code, or authorized

by a final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction.

(26) "Internet identifier of record" has the same meaning

as 1in section 9.312 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.012. (A) (1) When a party formation petition
meeting the requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code
declaring the intention to organize a political party is filed
with the secretary of state, the new party comes into legal
existence on the date of filing and is entitled to nominate

candidates for president and vice-president of the United States

to appear on the ballot at the general election held in even-
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numbered years that occurs more than one hundred twenty-five 4706
days after the date of filing. 4707

(2) (a) Upon receiving a party formation petition filed 4708
under division (A) (1) of this section, the secretary of state 4709
shall promptly transmit to each board of elections the separate 4710
petition papers that purport to contain signatures of electors 4711
of that board's county. 4712

(b) Not later than the one hundred eighteenth day before 4713
the day of the general election, each board shall examine and 4714
determine the sufficiency of the signatures on the petition 4715
papers and shall return them to the secretary of state, together 4716
with the board's certification of its determination as to the 4717
validity or invalidity of the signatures on the petition. 4718

(c) Any qualified elector may file a written protest 4719
against the petition with the secretary of state not later than 4720
the one hundred fourteenth day before the day of the general 4721
election. Any such protest shall be resolved in the manner 4722
specified under section 3501.39 of the Revised Code. 4723

(d) Not later than the ninety-fifth day before the day of 4724
the general election, the secretary of state shall determine 4725
whether the party formation petition is sufficient and shall 4726
notify the committee designated in the petition of that 4727
determination. 4728

(B) (1) Not later than one hundred ten days before the day 4729
of that general election and not earlier than the day the 4730
applicable party formation petition is filed, each eandidat ¥ 4731
pair of joint candidates wishing to appear on the ballot at the 4732
general election as the meminee—eornominees of the party that 4733

filed the party formation petition for president and vice- 4734
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president of the United States shall file a nominating petition,

on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, that includes
the name of the political party that submitted the party

formation petition. Except as otherwise provided in this section
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and seetiens—3505-037—3505-08+—35061—3513-31—3543-311——=and
3543342 section 3503.10 of the Revised Code, the provisions of

the Revised Code concerning independent candidates for president

and vice-president of the United States who file nominating

petitions apply to candidates who file nominating petitions

under this section.
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(3) (a) Each board of elections that is responsible to

verify signatures on the nominating petition shall examine and

determine the sufficiency of those signatures not later than the

one hundred fifth day before the day of the general election—arnd
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(b) Written protests against the petition may be filed in
the manner specified under section 3513.263 of the Revised Code
not later than the one hundredth day before the general election

and shall be resolved as specified in that section.

(c) Not later than the ninety-fifth day before the day of
the general election, the secretary of state or the board of

elections, as applicable, shall determine whether the nominating

petition is sufficient and shall notify the eamdidate—candidates

and the committee designated in the party formation petition of

that determination.

(C) (1) After being notified that the political party has
submitted a sufficient party formation petition under division
(A) of this section, the committee designated in a party
formation petition shall, not later than the seventy-fifth day

before the day of the general election, certify to the secretary

ar

h
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of state a—st= s—eonsSisEing

candidates—who—the names of the party's nominees for president

and vice-president of the United States, who shall have

submitted a sufficient nominating petitiems—petition under

division (B) of this section, along with a slate of presidential

electors. The staote——ecertifying the ecandidates—certification

shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary of state-amd—,
signed by all of the individuals of the committee designated in

the party formation petition, and made in accordance with

section 3505.10 of the Revised Code.—Ffan repnt—shatt—the—stat
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(2) If a candidate's nominating petition is insufficient
or if the committee does not certify the candidate's name under
division (C) (1) of this section, the candidate shall not appear

on the ballot in the general election.

(3) If a party formation petition is insufficient, no

candidate for president or vice-president of the United States

shall appear on the ballot in the general election as that
political party's nominee, regardless of whether any candidate's

nominating petition is sufficient.

Sec. 3517.016. At the first party primary eteetien—held by
a newly formed political party meeting the requirements of
sections 3517.011 and 3517.012 of the Revised Code, any
qualified elector who desires to vote the new partEy—party's
primary ballot is not subject to section 3513.19 of the Revised
Code and shall be allowed to vote the new perty—party's primary

ballot regardless of prior political party affiliation.

Sec. 3517.02. All members of controlling committees of a
major political party shall be elected by direct vote of the
members of the party, except as otherwise provided in section

3517.05 of the Revised Code. Their names shall be placed upon
the official party primary ballot, and+—wretwithstandingdivision
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ceder the persons
receiving the highest number of votes for committeepersons shall
be the members of those controlling committees. Each member of a
controlling committee shall be a resident and qualified elector
of the district, ward, or precinct that the member is elected to
represent. All members of controlling committees of a minor

political party shall be determined in accordance with party
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rules.

Each political party shall file with the office of the
secretary of state a copy of its constitution and bylaws, if
any, within thirty days of adoption or amendment. Each party
shall also file with the office of the secretary of state a list
of members of its controlling committees and other party

officials within thirty days of their election or appointment.

Sec. 3517.03. The controlling committees of each major
political party or organization shall be a state central
committee consisting of two members, one a man and one a woman,
representing either each congressional district in the state or
each senatorial district in the state, as the outgoing committee
determines; a county central committee consisting of one member
from each election precinct in the county, or of one member from
each ward in each city and from each township in the county, as
the outgoing committee determines; and such district, city,

township, or other committees as the rules of the party provide.

All the members of such committees shall be members of the
party and shall be elected for terms of either two or four
years, as determined by party rules, by direct vote at the
primary held in an even-numbered year. Except as otherwise
provided in section 3517.02 of the Revised Code, candidates for
election as state central committee members shall be elected at
primaries in the same manner as provided in sections 3513.01 to

3513.32 of the Revised Code for the nomination of candidates for

partisan office—dn—a——eeounty. Candidates for election as members
of the county central committee shall be elected at primaries in
the same manner as provided in those sections for the nomination
of candidates for eewmty—partisan offices, except as otherwise

provided in sections 3513.051 and 3517.02 of the Revised Code.
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Each major party controlling committee shall elect an
executive committee that shall have the powers granted to it by
the party controlling committee, and provided to it by law. When
a judicial, senatorial, or congressional district is comprised
of more than one county, the chairperson and secretary of the
county central committee from each county in that district shall
constitute the judicial, senatorial, or congressional committee
of the district. When a judicial, senatorial, or congressional
district is included within a county, the county central
committee shall constitute the judicial, senatorial, or

congressional committee of the district.

A minor political party may elect controlling committees
at a primary election in the even-numbered year by filing a plan
for party organization with the secretary of state on or before
the ninetieth day before the day of the primary election. The
plan shall specify which offices are to be elected and provide
the procedure for qualification of candidates for those offices.
Candidates to be elected pursuant to the plan shall be
designated and qualified on or before the ninetieth day before
the day of the election. Such parties may, in lieu of electing a
controlling committee or other officials, choose such committee
or other officials in accordance with party rules. Each such
party shall file the names and addresses of members of its
controlling committee and party officers with the secretary of

state.

Section 2. That existing sections 111.27, 3501.01,
3501.06, 3501.22, 3501.23, 3505.03, 3505.04, 3505.08, 3505.10,
3505.23, 3505.27, 3505.33, 3505.34, 3505.35, 3505.36, 3505.37,
3506.11, 3509.03, 3509.04, 3511.02, 3511.05, 3513.01, 3513.02,
3513.04, 3513.041, 3513.05, 3513.052, 3513.07, 3513.08, 3513.10,
3513.12, 3513.121, 3513.13, 3513.14, 3513.15, 3513.18, 3513.19,
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3513.20, 3513.22, 3513.24, 3513.251, 3513.253, 3513.254,
3513.255, 3513.257, 3513.261, 3513.263, 3513.30, 3513.31,
3513.311, 3513.32, 3513.33, 3517.01, 3517.012, 3517.016,
3517.02, and 3517.03 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. That sections 3513.16, 3513.191, 3513.192,
3513.23, 3513.256, 3513.262, 3513.28, 3513.301, 3513.312,
3517.013, and 3517.014 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 4. Section 3505.08 of the Revised Code is
presented in this act as a composite of the section as amended
by both S.B. 109 and S.B. 193 of the 130th General Assembly. The
General Assembly, applying the principle stated in division (B)
of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that amendments are to be
harmonized if reasonably capable of simultaneous operation,
finds that the composite is the resulting version of the section
in effect prior to the effective date of the section as

presented in this act.
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