Senate Finance Committee Testimony by Mark Butler, DRE of Holy Spirit Church, Columbus

June 15, 2017
To the Chair, Senator Oeslager, Vice Chair Manning, Ranking Member Skindell, and Members of the
Ohio Senate Finance Committee:
My name is Mark Butler. Last week, I shared with you the story my son Andrew and how my wife
and I were forced to surrender custody of Andrew so that he could receive much needed residential
treatment. I spoke as a parent who had to endure the pain of custody relinquishment and as an
Ohioan who believes that stories like mine should not be happening in 2017.
Today I am here in gratitude for the support for multi-system youth in the Senate Substitute Bill to
H.B. 49. The funding provided in this bill will help families like mine get the help they desperately
need without giving up custody of their sons and daughters.
The day that I had to call Franklin County Children’s Services to begin the process of surrendering
custody of Andrew was one of hardest days of my life. No words will ever convey the pain and
sorrow my wife and I felt.
The day they came to take Andrew away, we sat together waiting for the van to arrive. We held
hands in silence since Andrew had no way of understanding what was happening. I remember
thinking about how I would not wish that kind of pain on anyone.

I am very happy with the positive direction our state is taking for providing services for our multisystem youth. On behalf of my family and families like mine across Ohio, I thank you for your
support and the hard work you will undertake to secure this funding.
I’m attaching a message of support from the Catholic Dioces of Columbus for your review, and I will
now answer any questions you may have.

