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Please provide a brief statement on your position:
Chairman Wiggam, Vice Chairman Stephens, Ranking Member Kelly, and members of the State and Local Government Committee:
I am testifying in favor of SB 311 today as an Ohio resident deeply concerned about course of action being taken under the current emergency powers and the dire effects it is having on all of us. The State of Emergency should have been lifted after 120 days in
July removing the power of the Governor/Health Director to go unchecked for over 70 orders and 8 months later. Enough is enough. Government works best when there are checks and balances not micromanagement. There are no checks and balances in Ohio.
This bill restores the balance of power to where it should be, between the three COEQUAL branches of government and RE-OPENS Ohio. Our businesses, our economy, our social and emotional well-being and the future of our children is on the line. Our state
cannot thrive under the continued oppressive orders of our over-reaching Governor. I cannot thrive under the continued oppressive orders of our over-reaching Governor. My son cannot thrive under the continued oppressive orders of our over-reaching Governor.
My son did not do well this year not being in person for his education. His education relies partly on hands-on training in trade school. This is his future. His mental health has deteriorated until he finally got to be back in school, trade school, and doing his extra
curricular activities in marching band and now hockey. He has worked hard and this might be taken away based on fear and over-reach. I have not done well this year. The level of stress has impacted my health. Unfortunately, the fear that the Governor has
created has caused further damage as I am medically unable to wear a mask and even though these illegal orders state medical exemptions, I have been denied medical services, had to choose between my well-being and watching my son in marching band and
likely hockey. I had an optometrist that made accommodation call me today and deny me the right to a necessary eye examination simply because of the Governor's new updates orders and ongoing fear. I have shopped since March without a mask and had no
issues, but once again, the new order is simply unclear and vague and because he threatened businesses, I am being denied the right to shop for myself and feed my family. I choose to live and breathe freely without oppression from our Governor. My health is
my responsibility.
Please stand up and protect our personal liberties and the future of our state by voting YES on SB 311!
Thank you kindly for listening and supporting my freedom to live and breathe as I see fit.
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