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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

Expelled North Dakota lawmaker Luke Simons will not file
lawsuit to regain seat
Luke Simons said Thursday, March 11, that while the sexual harassment allegations levied against
him are lies and his removal proceedings lacked due process, he won't try to regain his seat. The
former lawmaker said a lawsuit could take several weeks, and even if he were reappointed by his
local GOP district committee, the House of Representatives would refuse to let him back in.
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BISMARCK — Former North Dakota Rep. Luke Simons has decided not to file a
lawsuit to the state Supreme Court over his expulsion from the House chamber.
Simons said Thursday, March 11, that while the sexual harassment allegations levied against him are
lies and his removal proceedings lacked due process, he won't try to regain his seat. The former
Dickinson legislator said a lawsuit could take several weeks, and even if he were reappointed by his
local GOP district committee, the House of Representatives would refuse to let him back in.
"The Legislature has effectively disenfranchised the people of my district," Simons said in a
statement. "Unfortunately, the only way I can immediately correct this injustice is to allow someone
else to serve. There are too many important bills that could pass or fail by a single vote. I cannot in
good conscience prioritize my legal battle over the potential outcome of important legislation for the
people of North Dakota."
The Republican-dominated House voted 69-25 last week to expel Simons from the chamber, making
him the first lawmaker in North Dakota history to be kicked out for bad behavior. A series of sexual
harassment accusations against Simons surfaced last month, with multiple female colleagues and
staffers saying the Dickinson Republican repeatedly made inappropriate comments and exhibited
“creepy” behavior toward them over the last three years.
House Majority Leader Chet Pollert, R-Carrington, said Simons' misconduct would have resulted in a
firing if he were in a different line of work.
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Simons denies all wrongdoing and has said without direct evidence that his accusers are politically
motivated to bring him down because of his ultra-conservative views.
GOP District 36 Chairman John Enderle said the district's executive committee will get together in
the next couple of days to pick Simons' successor, but he noted the group has a few weeks to make a
selection. Under state law, the district has 21 days from when Simons was expelled to fill the vacancy
before Pollert, the chairman of Legislative Management, steps in to choose a replacement.

Enderle
and many other Republicans in the district believe the House wrongfully oustedVaccine
Simons
over
Tracker
64°
unproven claims. More than 60 donors have contributed $6,510 to an online fundraiser to cover
E-Paper
Log in
Simons' legal fees.
SUBSCRIBE
NOW
Simons asked his supporters in the district to
"put your
feelings to good use, not anger without

direction."

$4 for 4 months!

"The people who believe they should hold undue power over you and your family, waste our tax
dollars, or who destroy our values and traditions, must be challenged," Simons said.
Simons, a barber and rancher, was first elected in 2016 and won reelection in 2020, with nearly 39%
of the vote in a five-way race. A former member of the ultra-conservative Bastiat Caucus, Simons
proposed legislation this session that would loosen gun regulations and tighten personal privacy
rights.
In an interview with the Dickinson Press on Thursday, Simons did not rule out a run to regain his
seat in the future. It's unclear whether Simons' would be allowed to win back his seat given the
unprecedented nature of his expulsion.
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North Dakota's current
legislative districts were crafted
using figures from the 2010 U.S.
Census. (Screenshot via North
)Dakota Legislature
Minnesota Sen. David
Tomassoni, D-Chisholm, at left,
and Senate Majority Leader Paul
Gazelka, R-East Gull Lake, at
right, chat on the Minnesota
Senate floor during a Wednesday,
Aug. 12, 2020, special legislative
session. (Dana Ferguson / Forum
)News Service
The home for sale in northern
Sioux Falls was priced at
$470,000 in early May. Open
houses for homes in the $200,000
price range have drawn dozens of
potential buyers amid a seller's
market with low inventory.
(Danielle Ferguson / South
)Dakota News Watch
North Dakota House Minority
Leader Josh Boschee, D-Fargo,
speaks at a bill signing on Friday,
April 23, 2021. (Jeremy Turley /
)Forum News Service
North Dakota Land
Commissioner Jodi Smith listens
during a Land Board meeting in
March 2019. Forum News
Service file photo
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HOME FOR SALE 203 3rd St. E • Lakota, ND 3
Beds | 1 3/4 Baths | $194,900 A beautiful,
rambler style home with 1,298 sq. ft. that…
(View post)
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