Occupational Licensing Review
Board Questionnaire

Board Name

Ohio State Chiropractic Board

Point of Contact

Kelly Caudill

Describe the board’s primary purpose, goals and objectives, and licenses issued.

The Board's primary purpose is to ensure the health, safety and welfare of Ohio’s citizens
through oversight and regulation of chiropractors and the practice of chiropractic, as well as
the practice of animal chiropractic and/or acupuncture when performed by a certified
chiropractor.
The Board's goals and objectives are to protect the health, safety and welfare of Ohio’s
citizens through effective regulation; issue and renew licenses promptly and efficiently;
conduct thorough investigations; impose appropriate disciplinary action in a timely manner;
and regularly review rules, policies, and procedures to identify ways to improve program
delivery, operational effectiveness and efficiency.
The Board issues chiropractic licenses, intern licenses and acupuncture certificates.
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Describe the board’s annual workload. How many staff are employed?

The Board licenses and regulates over 2,700 chiropractors (more than 200 also possess an
acupuncture certificate) with a staff of four full-time employees.
Annual Workload:
Review applicant credentials for chiropractic, acupuncture, and intern licenses
and issue the respective license
Renew licenses and certificates (biennally)
Continuing education auditing
Investigations of complaints (interviews, subpoenaing/reviewing medical records, etc.)
Disciplinary Matters
~conduct hearings
~impose disciplinary sanctions (limits/restrictions/probationary conditions, civil fines,
suspension, or revocation
~ensure compliance with Board discipline
~monitor licensees subject to Probation
Five year rule review is conducted every year via the CSI/JCARR processes.
The Board also fulfills service requests (license verifications, inactivation/reinstatement of
licenses, etc.) fills public records requests, and performs administrative functions such as
fiscal, human resources, payroll processing, records retention, inventory management and
website management.
The Board conducts six meetings per year.
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How many new licenses does the board issue annually? How many renewed licenses are issued
annually? How much does a new license cost? How much does a renewal cost?

~Chiropractic licenses: 88
Average renewals increase each biennium. It is estimated that at least 2700 licenses will be
renewed in FY 22.
$250 application fee
$500 biennial renewal fee*
~Acupuncture certificates: 8
Average renewals increase each biennium. It is estimated that at least 180 certificates will be
renewed in FY 22.
$100 application fee
$100 biennial renewal fee
~Intern licenses: 27
$75 application fee
Non-renewable
*The Board is proposing a rule change to increase the chiropractic license renewal fee by $50
beginning in 2022. $25 of the fee will be deposited into the state treasury to the credit of the
chiropractic loan repayment fund created by ORC Section 3702.9810 in Sub. HB 151. The
remaining $25 will fund the Board's anticipated budgetary shortfall in the next biennium.
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In the past 5 years, has there been any consideration to lower the licensure cost?

The Board has not considered lowering the licensure or renewal cost in the past five years.
The Board's fees have remained the same since 1997.
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How much revenue is procured from the licensure fees? What does this revenue fund?

With the exception of revenue collected from civil (disciplinary) fines and miscellaneous revenue
collected from duplicate licenses and license verifications, all of the Board's revenue is procured
from licensure and renewal fees.
Revenue funds the entirety of the Board's operations.
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Are there any federal regulations, or regulations required to be met outside of the existing
licensure requirements that have to be complied with? Does federal law require the board to
be renewed in some form?

No.
Federal law does not require the Board to be renewed.
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Does the board issue an examination prior to licensure? Does the board issues continuing education
courses? If so, how often is continuing education necessary? If the examination or continuing education
requirements are done outside the board then what determines the selection of an outside
organization to host it?

The Board requires all applicants for licensure to take and pass an online jurisprudence
examination prior to licensure.
The Board does not issue continuing education courses.
36 hours of continuing education is required per biennium to renew a license.
The Board does not select or approve outside organizations to host continuing education.
Ohio Administrative Code 4734-7-02 provides guidance to licensees so that they may
determine if a continuing education program meets the requirements for license renewal.
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How many other states regulate the occupation or occupations under the board's
jurisdiction? Is a license required to engage in that occupation or those occupations in
other states?

All states regulate chiropractic and require licensure to practice.
Approximately 15 states regulate the practice of acupuncture by chiropractors and require a
license or certificate to do so.
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Has the operation of the board inhibited economic growth, reduced efficiency, or increased
the cost of government?

The operation of the Board has not inhibited economic growth, reduced efficiency, or increased
the cost of government.
Since its inception in 1975, the Board has been fully supported by licensure and renewal fees.

9

Are there any licenses that are no longer issued by the board?

No.
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Is there anything that the board would like to see changed or implemented in regards to
occupational licensing within the scope of this legislative review?

Reduction of the required 300 hours of education to obtain an acupuncture certificate to align
with other US jurisdictions. The Board's 300 hour requirement is the highest in the country and
prohibits chiropractors from other states to perform acupuncture in Ohio.
The requisite number of hours to take the National acupuncture proficiency exam for
chiropractors is 100 hours.
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Has the board recommended statutory changes to the general assembly that would benefit
the public as opposed to the persons regulated by the board, if any, and have those
recommendations and other policies been adopted and implemented?

The Board has not recently recommended any statutory changes to the GA.
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Is the preservation of the board and the board’s licenses necessary to protect the public’s
health, safety, or welfare?

Preservation of the Board and licensure is necessary to protect public health, safety and
welfare.
Licensure ensures that each individual granted a license has met standard qualifications and is
competent and properly trained. The laws and rules governing the practice of chiropractic
provide the framework for licensees to practice within in order to protect the public.
The Board's regulations primarily seek to protect the public from:
Unlicensed practice
Practice by unqualified chiropractors
Practice by impaired chiropractors
Sexual abuse, sexual misconduct or sexual exploitation
Exploitation for personal or financial gain
Willful or gross malpractice
Fraud
Misleading, deceptive, false, or fraudulent representations, solicitations and/or advertisements
Continued practice of a licensee disciplined in another jurisdiction
Continued practice after certain criminal conviction
Failure to properly document care or maintain documentation of care
Failure to refer to another health care practitioner when necessary
Abandonment
Inability to access treatment records
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Could the public be protected or served in an alternate or less restrictive manner? If applicable,
please identify any licenses or functions of the board that could be eliminated or consolidated.

No.
There are no licenses or functions that can be eliminated or consolidated.
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Any additional notes or comments the board believes the committee should be aware of?

The Board is well respected by other US chiropractic licensing Boards and is recognized as a
role model and an important contributor to public protection through its leadership and law.
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