Occupational Licensing Review
Board Questionnaire

Board Name

Vision Professionals Board

Point of Contact

Marlene Anielski, Executive Director

Describe the board’s primary purpose, goals and objectives, and licenses issued.

The Ohio Vision Professionals Board (VPB) came into existence on January 21, 2018. House
Bill 49 of the 132nd General Assembly consolidated the State Board of Optometry and the
Optical Dispensers Board into the Ohio Vision Professionals Board. The Board oversees
activities related to licensing of nearly 6,500 optometrists, opticians, and ocularists. The Board
is comprised of seven members appointed by the Governor: four optometrists, two opticians,
and one public member.
The mission of the Vision Professionals Board is to protect and serve the public of Ohio by
effectively and efficiently regulating the practices of Optometry, Opticianry, and Ocularistry in
Ohio. We strive to be a national leader for the establishment of professional practice
standards and licensure of Optometrists, Opticians, and Ocularists. www.Vision.Ohio.gov
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Describe the board’s annual workload. How many staff are employed?

The VPB has annual licenses for optometrists, opticians and ocularists and registrations for
apprentices. The workload includes the administrative rule process and compliance,
investigations, inspections, auditing of continuing education hours, daily use of the eLicense
and other mainframe programs, office management, report generation, website maintenance,
and daily assistance to the public and licensees.
The VPB staff consists of an Executive Director, an Investigator and two administrative
personnel for a total of four (4) staff members. The Board is comprised of seven members:
four optometrists, two opticians, and one public member.
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How many new licenses does the board issue annually? How many renewed licenses are issued
annually? How much does a new license cost? How much does a renewal cost?

New optometrist licenses issued annually:

100

Cost: $175
Renewed optometrist licenses issued annually:

2,270

Cost: $175
New optician licenses issued annually:

111

Cost: $ 50
Renewed optician licenses annually:

2,840

Cost: $100
New ocularist licenses issued annually:

0

Cost: $ 50
Renewed ocularist licenses issued annually:

8

Cost: $100
New apprentices registrations issued annually:

106

Cost: $ 20
Renewed apprentice registration issued annually: 1,650
Cost: $ 20
---------7,085
======
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In the past 5 years, has there been any consideration to lower the licensure cost?

Since the Vision Professionals Board was formed in January of 2018 from the merging of the
Board of Optometry and the Optical Dispensing Board, it has not been considered.
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How much revenue is procured from the licensure fees? What does this revenue fund?

The Board is self‐supported through revenue generated from application and annual renewal
fees. The Board does not receive any funds from the State’s General Revenue Fund. As
required by ORC 4734.54, all receipts of the Board are deposited into the Occupational and
Professional Licensing Fund (4K9). The joint fund is the depository for revenue from various
licensing boards. Approximately $756,000 is procured from licensure fees. The revenue
supports the Vision Professionals Board through licensing, regulatory and protection of Ohioans
welfare of the eyecare professions.
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Are there any federal regulations, or regulations required to be met outside of the existing
licensure requirements that have to be complied with? Does federal law require the board to
be renewed in some form?

No, the Vision Professionals Board do not have any requirements of federal regulations that
need to be met or any requirements the board has to be renewed.
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Does the board issue an examination prior to licensure? Does the board issues continuing education
courses? If so, how often is continuing education necessary? If the examination or continuing education
requirements are done outside the board then what determines the selection of an outside
organization to host it?

OPTOMETRISTS: A passing score is required when the Vision Professionals Board (VPB)
gives an examination for a new optometrist license on the Ohio Revised Code and Ohio
Administrative Code. In addition, the VPB requires a passing score on the nationally approved
test from the Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry (ARBO) for optometrists. The
nationally approved test assists in the governing and enforcement of the laws that grant the
privilege to practice optometry, which are enacted by state legislatures.
CE'S for OPTOMETRISTS: The VPB requires twenty five (25) hours annually of continuing
education (CE). The Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE), a nationally
recognized accreditation program for optometric CE courses, was developed to assist ARBO's
member boards in the accreditation of optometric CE necessary for license renewal. At times,
the Vision Professionals Board does approve provider CE courses that have not been
submitted to COPE for approval. www.arbo.org

OPTICIANS / OCULARISTS: The American Board of Opticianry (ABO) and National Contact
Lens Examiners (NCLE) is a national, non-profit organization which administers certification
examinations for dispensing opticians and contact lens technicians. The purpose is to identify
qualified eyewear providers by examination.
CE's for OPTICIANS / OCULARISTS: The VPB requires annual CE of two (2) hours, for a
new licensee, up to twelve (12) hours for a combined spectacle and contact lenses license.
ABO and NCLE is a national, non-profit organization which administers growth of optical skills
with continuing education, and approve continuing education programs. At times, The Vision
Professionals Board does approve provider CE courses that have not been submitted to ABO
or NCLE for approval. www.abo-ncle.org
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How many other states regulate the occupation or occupations under the board's
jurisdiction? Is a license required to engage in that occupation or those occupations in
other states?

Optometrists are licensed and regulated in 50 states. Opticians, Ocularists and Apprentices
are licensed and regulated in approximately 25 states.
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Has the operation of the board inhibited economic growth, reduced efficiency, or increased
the cost of government?

No. The Vision Professionals Board (VPB) has protected Ohioans by increasing efficiencies in
automatic licensure and has not increased the cost of government because the licensure and
registration fees pay for the VPB services in serving Ohio's citizenry.
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Are there any licenses that are no longer issued by the board?

No. The Vision Professionals Board issues licenses for optometrists, opticians and ocularists
and registrations for apprentices.
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Is there anything that the board would like to see changed or implemented in regards to
occupational licensing within the scope of this legislative review?

The Vision Professionals Board would like no additional changes in regards to occupational
licensing.
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Has the board recommended statutory changes to the general assembly that would benefit
the public as opposed to the persons regulated by the board, if any, and have those
recommendations and other policies been adopted and implemented?

The Vision Professionals Board supports the ongoing enhancements for telehealth
modifications from the general assembly to allow Ohioans the ease of communicating to their
personal optometrist. The Vision Professionals Board does have the Ohio Administrative Rule
4725-25-01 Telehealth Communication.
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Is the preservation of the board and the board’s licenses necessary to protect the public’s
health, safety, or welfare?

Yes, the mission of the Vision Professionals Board is to protect and serve the public of Ohio by
effectively and efficiently regulating the practices of Optometry, Opticianry, and Ocularistry in
Ohio. We strive to be a national leader for the establishment of professional practice standards
and licensure of Optometrists, Opticians, and Ocularists.
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Could the public be protected or served in an alternate or less restrictive manner? If applicable,
please identify any licenses or functions of the board that could be eliminated or consolidated.

Other states deem it necessary to protect their citizenry by licensing their eyecare
professionals. The Vision Professionals Board continues to serve and protect Ohioans through
regulations, licensing, inspections and investigations.
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Any additional notes or comments the board believes the committee should be aware of?

The mission of the Vision Professionals Board is to protect and serve the public of Ohio by
effectively and efficiently regulating the practices of Optometry, Opticianry, and Ocularistry in
Ohio. We investigate complaints of unlawful sale of contacts, unprofessional behavior, expired
eye products, etc... The Vision Professionals Board continues to serve Ohioans by protecting
their vision.
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