Occupational Licensing Review
Board Questionnaire

Board Name

Ohio Attorney General's Office, Charitable Law Section

Point of Contact

Mike Rodgers

Describe the board’s primary purpose, goals and objectives, and licenses issued.

The Ohio Attorney General’s Charitable Law section seeks to protect Ohioans by insuring they
are not misled in any charitable solicitation that takes place and helps eliminate any deceptive
practices from professional solicitors, such as claiming to be the charitable organization or not
providing notice of the percent guarantee going to the contracted charity.
Professional solicitors must register annually and file a Solicitation Notice for each fundraising
campaign conducted in Ohio. A yearly financial report is also required for each fundraising
campaign.
Fundraising counsels are required to register with the Ohio Attorney General only if they will at
any time have custody of charitable contributions from a solicitation conducted in Ohio. In
addition to registering with the Attorney General’s office, each registered fundraising counsel
must submit an accounting of all contributions collected and expenses paid, to the charitable
organization with which the fund-raising counsel has contracted. The accounting shall be in
writing and shall be retained by the charitable organization for three years. The fundraising
counsel shall file a copy of the accounting with the attorney general not later than seven days
after it is furnished to the charitable organization.
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Describe the board’s annual workload. How many staff are employed?

During 2020 886 separate fundraising campaigns were active in the state of Ohio and 743
financial reports were received. In addition to reviewing registrations, solicitation notices, and
campaign financial reports, our stuff answers registrant questions and publishes statutorily
mandated reports for the public to review.
One full time non-exempt employee spends about 80% of his time on professional solicitor /
fundraising counsel registration.
Two full time exempt employees spend less than 5% of their time on professional solicitor /
fundraising counsel registration.
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How many new licenses does the board issue annually? How many renewed licenses are issued
annually? How much does a new license cost? How much does a renewal cost?

89 professional solicitors registered in calendar 2020. This is the same number that registered in
calendar 2019.
2 fundraising counsels registered in calendar 2020. This is down from 3 in in calendar 2019.
There is a $200 fee for registration. There is no difference between a registration and a "renewal
registration." Registration is required annually.
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In the past 5 years, has there been any consideration to lower the licensure cost?

No.
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How much revenue is procured from the licensure fees? What does this revenue fund?

$19,600 was raised in calendar 2020 from registration fees. Of this $19,200 came from
professional solicitors and $400 came from fundraising counsel.
The funds are used to assists the Ohio Attorney General’s Charitable Law Section to maintain
the registration and filing requirements, along with investigations into any complaints received
and assisting in the filing requirements.
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Are there any federal regulations, or regulations required to be met outside of the existing
licensure requirements that have to be complied with? Does federal law require the board to
be renewed in some form?

Currently, there are no federal regulations for professional solicitors to register, nor is there a
federal law that requires the state to regulate these organizations.
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Does the board issue an examination prior to licensure? Does the board issues continuing education
courses? If so, how often is continuing education necessary? If the examination or continuing education
requirements are done outside the board then what determines the selection of an outside
organization to host it?

Registrations and Solicitation Notices are reviewed for completeness prior to being accepted.
Financial reports are reviewed to ensure that contractual obligations to the charity have been
met.
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How many other states regulate the occupation or occupations under the board's
jurisdiction? Is a license required to engage in that occupation or those occupations in
other states?

Yes.
There are 40 states that currently require professional solicitors to register.
There are 28 other states that currently require registration for fundraising counsels.
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Has the operation of the board inhibited economic growth, reduced efficiency, or increased
the cost of government?

No.
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Are there any licenses that are no longer issued by the board?

No.
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Is there anything that the board would like to see changed or implemented in regards to
occupational licensing within the scope of this legislative review?

Our section would like to see changes to R.C. 1716.07 to require filing fees associated with
each solicitation campaign in addition to the registration fee for each solicitor.
Our section would like all fundraising counsels to complete registration with our office and
submit an accounting document on a form proscribed by our office regardless of whether they
maintain custody of contributions. This would give the state a better understanding of what
organizations are active in Ohio and better accountability from for-profit organizations working
with charitable organizations and better oversight of the industry.
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Has the board recommended statutory changes to the general assembly that would benefit
the public as opposed to the persons regulated by the board, if any, and have those
recommendations and other policies been adopted and implemented?

Yes. We have recommended an adjustment to the registration fee of both professional
solicitors and fundraising counsels, a per campaign fee for professional solicitors, a three year
limit on fundraising campaigns before renewal is required, and the implementation of various
disclosures and reporting requirements for clothing drop-off bins. These recommendations
have not been implemented.

12
2

Is the preservation of the board and the board’s licenses necessary to protect the public’s
health, safety, or welfare?

Yes. The Ohio Attorney General’s Charitable Law section seeks to protect Ohioans by guarding
against misleading charitable solicitation practices.
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Could the public be protected or served in an alternate or less restrictive manner? If applicable,
please identify any licenses or functions of the board that could be eliminated or consolidated.

The Ohio Attorney General’s Charitable Law section seeks to protect Ohioans insuring they are not
misled in any charitable solicitation that takes place and help eliminate any deceptive practices from
professional solicitors, such as claiming to be the charitable organization or not providing notice of the
percent guarantee going to the contracted charity. The professional solicitor regulations and registration
appear to be adequate. Our section has entered into multiple settlements and AOD’s from organizations
that have misled Ohioans. We do not believe that there are less restrictive ways to prevent the harm.
Regulation of fundraising counsels are very minimal and non-restrictive.
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Any additional notes or comments the board believes the committee should be aware of?
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