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Please provide a brief statement on your position:
Chairman Wiggam, Vice Chairwoman John, Ranking Member Representative Kelly, and Members of the State and Local Government Committee,
Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Sydnie Smith, I am a student from Bexley High School. I strongly oppose both HB 322 and HB 327.
As a current student, I oppose these bills because prohibiting the teaching of diverse topics in Ohio's public schools will negatively impact ALL students.
At Bexley high school, 3% of our student body identifies as Asian or Pacific Islander, 8% as African American or Black, and 3% identify as hispanic.(Public school review) By passing the bill, you are identifying the history of 15% of our student body as ¨divisive¨
and¨controversial¨ solely based on my classmates skin color and ethnicity. In addition, you are robbing about 85% of our student body who identify as non-hispanic white from being educated on the true history of our nation and peers. If we erase the flawed
aspects of our history and mistakes we have made as a country over time, what are we teaching our students? What are you teaching me? As a student and an athlete, I have learned more from my failures, which lead me to my successes than from ignoring my
individual mistakes. This overall has made me a highly-driven and accomplished student and a top 3 track and field athlete in the state. I did not start at this level, but consistently examined my mistakes to better my performance. By ignoring these flaws of our
country, we as students learn that we should not acknowledge our own mistakes and learn from them, but we can erase them from our past. How are we supposed to become a better nation, if we do not recognize our failures and mistakes.
As a student, I want to learn the truth, even if it is hard to acknowledge. Censoring history and making it more palatable to the oppressors, only enables further oppression and instigates more oppressive policies and systems. When we compare our level of
education and success to nations around the world, those we compete with, according to World Population Review, the United States does not even rank in the top 10 when addressing Global Studies and Human Rights education. When examining the list of the
top 10 nations, countries like Canada, South Korea and Germany rank among the top. Germany has created curriculum and policy regarding the education of their past designed to have students question the previous practices and governments of their nation.
The teaching of Germany’s past creates discomfort among the students, given a history of Genocide, which in the past was seen as divisive, controversial politically diven. Today most humans feel discomfort when learning about the Holocaust and genocide.
The German government has created a space and support to encourage students to think critically and process the events to ensure this horrendous history of the nation cannot be repeated. Why can our US curriculum criticize and teach these “divisive or
controversial” parts of other nations' histories but we are refusing to teach our own?
When sitting in a classroom with my peers who are Black, Asian or other races who have historically been oppressed in our country, I would find even more discomfort and guilt knowing we are not truthfully teaching and learning about our nation’s efforts to strip
them of their rights, dignity and humanity. If we are not teaching that racism, slavery, and systems of oppression have been the root of this nation since it’s founding, how are we as the future of our country and government going to be able to recognize policies
today that are attempting to instill the very pirnciples of racism as originally intended by the oringial US Constitution? Which clearly labels Black slaves as less than fully human, counting Black slaves as only of a person. We must see that even though race is a
social construct created by humans, that race and racial discrimination are still the forefront of political disenfranchiesment and policies, educational inequity and quality of life in America today. We must honor the different lived experiences of our citizens and
honor how these lived experiences and varying perspectives can enrich the education for all students. Learning takes place when we are forced to be uncomfortable and examine ourselves. Discomfort is not an excuse to avoid teaching. I am constantly
uncomfortable in my math courses as they are difficult for me, but NO ONE is questioning whether or not we should be learning math. Why are you allowing an emotion of discomfort to dictate the historical facts being taught in classrooms but not dictating other
content areas curriculums that make students uncomfortable?
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Making content relevant to my life and the future of my life is what keeps me engaged in my classes. I want to understand how my courses and content knowledge will be used and helpful later in life and my career. Limiting the teaching of current events will affect
many aspects of my education not just in classrooms but in preparing me to be an active, informed and valuable citizen in America. I have to understand the context of this country and our government, to understand how to move forward. My education has
always been a fundamental right because I am white, while in the past, we denied this very right to Black people intentionally out of fear of White people losing their voice and power in government. Is this why you are attempting to censor our curriculum today? Is
this your way of denying my right to education, by not fully allowing me to be educated and develop my own beliefs? Your lack of education regarding the truth of this nation as a result of making the history you learned more palatable for White people, is the very
reason our government today has been proposing and passing legislation leading to racially biased, discriminatory, and harmful practices that enable a system of racism to continue to exist today.
As a current student whose education will be directly impacted, I ask you to strongly consider my testimony opposing HB 322 and HB 327 and vote NO on these bills.
Thank you, again, for the opportunity to testify. I would be happy to answer any additional questions or provide input as needed.
Respectfully submitted,
Sydnie Smith
Bexley High School, Class of 2023
Executive member of the Bexley Anti-Racism Project

