Opponent Testimony on SB 168
Submitted by: Wendy Oldaker
Chair Hoagland, and members of the committee, thank you for allowing me to
present this testimony in opposition to SB 168.

I am a resident, homeowner and voter in Stark County, Ohio. No one has more
concern for the safety of Ohio’s students than Ohio’s parents and teachers
themselves. But the American Federation of Teachers and the National
Education Association both oppose arming staff in schools. (2) The US
government’s chief legal, educational and law enforcement agencies all find
that arming civilians in schools is “not a safe security practice”. (3)

The idea that more "Good Guys” with guns will stop shootings by “Bad Guys”
has been resoundingly debunked by research. We have 400 million guns in
this country but we lead the world in gun deaths! Our gun deaths continue to
climb at alarming rates especially here in Ohio.

If some schools DO decide to have armed officers in schools, they should have
extensive training similar to the Peace Officer training required by current
Ohio law. The problem with SB 168 is that it gives voters no idea about how
much training School Safety Designees will have. While I appreciate that at
least the Police Officer Training Commission would be consulted, there’s no
guarantee how much training will actually be required. It could be something
far less than Ohio voters would be satisfied with. And many voters do not
want ANY guns in schools! So with this bill, there would be no opportunity for
community input as to this issue. According to the New York City Police
Department, their officer’s ability to shoot accurately decreases significantly
when engaged in gunfights with perpetrators. (9) If training is significantly
lower than what is currently required by Ohio law, our children will be at even
more risk.
I urge you to reject SB 168.
Thank you,
Wendy Oldaker
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