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132nd General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 703

2017-2018
Representative Becker

Cosponsors: Representatives Patton, Thompson, Retherford, Lang, Dean, Antani, 
Riedel, Roegner, Henne

A  B I L L

To amend sections 9.68, 2923.12, 2923.121, 

2923.122, 2923.123, 2923.126, 2923.1212, and 

4117.10 and to enact sections 2923.22 and 

3345.90 of the Revised Code to enact the 

"Decriminalization Effort For Ending Notorious 

Deaths -- Teachers With Options (DEFEND-TWO)" to 

allow a concealed handgun licensee or qualified 

military member to carry a concealed handgun in 

certain public premises, to reduce the penalty 

for a concealed handgun licensee who carries a 

concealed handgun in a prohibited place, and to 

prohibit public employers and universities from 

disciplining employees or students who lawfully 

carry a concealed handgun on the premises.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 9.68, 2923.12, 2923.121, 

2923.122, 2923.123, 2923.126, 2923.1212, and 4117.10 be amended 

and sections 2923.22 and 3345.90 of the Revised Code be enacted 

to read as follows:
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Sec. 9.68. (A) The individual right to keep and bear arms, 

being a fundamental individual right that predates the United 

States Constitution and Ohio Constitution, and being a 

constitutionally protected right in every part of Ohio, the 

general assembly finds the need to provide uniform laws 

throughout the state regulating the ownership, possession, 

purchase, other acquisition, transport, storage, carrying, sale, 

or other transfer of firearms, their components, accessories, 

attachments, and their ammunition. Except as specifically 

provided by the United States Constitution, Ohio Constitution, 

state law statute, or federal law, a person, without further 

license, permission, restriction, delay, or process, may own, 

possess, purchase, sell, transfer, transport, store, or keep any 

firearm, part of a firearm, and its components, accessories, 

attachments, and its ammunition.

(B) In addition to any other relief provided, the court 

shall award costs and reasonable attorney fees to any person, 

group, or entity that prevails in a challenge to an ordinance, 

rule, or regulation as being in conflict with this section.

(C) As used in this section:

(1) The possession, transporting, or carrying of firearms, 

their components, or their ammunition include, but are not 

limited to, the possession, transporting, or carrying, openly or 

concealed on a person's person or concealed ready at hand, of 

firearms, their components, or their ammunition.

(2) "Firearm" has the same meaning as in section 2923.11 

of the Revised Code.

(D) This section does not apply to either of the 

following:
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(1) A zoning ordinance that regulates or prohibits the 

commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition 

for firearms in areas zoned for residential or agricultural 

uses;

(2) A zoning ordinance that specifies the hours of 

operation or the geographic areas where the commercial sale of 

firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms may 

occur, provided that the zoning ordinance is consistent with 

zoning ordinances for other retail establishments in the same 

geographic area and does not result in a de facto prohibition of 

the commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or 

ammunition for firearms in areas zoned for commercial, retail, 

or industrial uses.

Sec. 2923.12. (A) No person shall knowingly carry or have, 

concealed on the person's person or concealed ready at hand, any 

of the following: 

(1) A deadly weapon other than a handgun;

(2) A handgun other than a dangerous ordnance;

(3) A dangerous ordnance.

(B) No person who has been issued a concealed handgun 

license shall do any of the following:

(1) If the person is stopped for a law enforcement purpose 

and is carrying a concealed handgun, fail to promptly inform any 

law enforcement officer who approaches the person after the 

person has been stopped that the person has been issued a 

concealed handgun license and that the person then is carrying a 

concealed handgun;

(2) If the person is stopped for a law enforcement purpose 
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and is carrying a concealed handgun, knowingly fail to keep the 

person's hands in plain sight at any time after any law 

enforcement officer begins approaching the person while stopped 

and before the law enforcement officer leaves, unless the 

failure is pursuant to and in accordance with directions given 

by a law enforcement officer;

(3) If the person is stopped for a law enforcement 

purpose, if the person is carrying a concealed handgun, and if 

the person is approached by any law enforcement officer while 

stopped, knowingly remove or attempt to remove the loaded 

handgun from the holster, pocket, or other place in which the 

person is carrying it, knowingly grasp or hold the loaded 

handgun, or knowingly have contact with the loaded handgun by 

touching it with the person's hands or fingers at any time after 

the law enforcement officer begins approaching and before the 

law enforcement officer leaves, unless the person removes, 

attempts to remove, grasps, holds, or has contact with the 

loaded handgun pursuant to and in accordance with directions 

given by the law enforcement officer;

(4) If the person is stopped for a law enforcement purpose 

and is carrying a concealed handgun, knowingly disregard or fail 

to comply with any lawful order of any law enforcement officer 

given while the person is stopped, including, but not limited 

to, a specific order to the person to keep the person's hands in 

plain sight.

(C)(1) This section does not apply to any of the 

following:

(a) An officer, agent, or employee of this or any other 

state or the United States, or to a law enforcement officer, who 

is authorized to carry concealed weapons or dangerous ordnance 
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or is authorized to carry handguns and is acting within the 

scope of the officer's, agent's, or employee's duties;

(b) Any person who is employed in this state, who is 

authorized to carry concealed weapons or dangerous ordnance or 

is authorized to carry handguns, and who is subject to and in 

compliance with the requirements of section 109.801 of the 

Revised Code, unless the appointing authority of the person has 

expressly specified that the exemption provided in division (C)

(1)(b) of this section does not apply to the person;

(c) A person's transportation or storage of a firearm, 

other than a firearm described in divisions (G) to (M) of 

section 2923.11 of the Revised Code, in a motor vehicle for any 

lawful purpose if the firearm is not on the actor's person;

(d) A person's storage or possession of a firearm, other 

than a firearm described in divisions (G) to (M) of section 

2923.11 of the Revised Code, in the actor's own home for any 

lawful purpose.

(2) Division (A)(2) of this section does not apply to any 

person who, at the time of the alleged carrying or possession of 

a handgun, either is carrying a valid concealed handgun license 

or is an active duty member of the armed forces of the United 

States and is carrying a valid military identification card and 

documentation of successful completion of firearms training that 

meets or exceeds the training requirements described in division 

(G)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code, unless the 

person knowingly is in a place described in division (B) of 

section 2923.126 of the Revised Code.

(D) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under 

division (A)(1) of this section of carrying or having control of 
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a weapon other than a handgun and other than a dangerous 

ordnance that the actor was not otherwise prohibited by law from 

having the weapon and that any of the following applies:

(1) The weapon was carried or kept ready at hand by the 

actor for defensive purposes while the actor was engaged in or 

was going to or from the actor's lawful business or occupation, 

which business or occupation was of a character or was 

necessarily carried on in a manner or at a time or place as to 

render the actor particularly susceptible to criminal attack, 

such as would justify a prudent person in going armed.

(2) The weapon was carried or kept ready at hand by the 

actor for defensive purposes while the actor was engaged in a 

lawful activity and had reasonable cause to fear a criminal 

attack upon the actor, a member of the actor's family, or the 

actor's home, such as would justify a prudent person in going 

armed.

(3) The weapon was carried or kept ready at hand by the 

actor for any lawful purpose and while in the actor's own home.

(E) No person who is charged with a violation of this 

section shall be required to obtain a concealed handgun license 

as a condition for the dismissal of the charge.

(F)(1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of carrying 

concealed weapons. Except as otherwise provided in this division 

or divisions (F)(2), (6), and (7) of this section, carrying 

concealed weapons in violation of division (A) of this section 

is a misdemeanor of the first degree. Except as otherwise 

provided in this division or divisions (F)(2), (6), and (7) of 

this section, if the offender previously has been convicted of a 

violation of this section or of any offense of violence, if the 
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weapon involved is a firearm that is either loaded or for which 

the offender has ammunition ready at hand, or if the weapon 

involved is dangerous ordnance, carrying concealed weapons in 

violation of division (A) of this section is a felony of the 

fourth degree. Except as otherwise provided in divisions (F)(2) 

and (6) of this section, if the offense is committed aboard an 

aircraft, or with purpose to carry a concealed weapon aboard an 

aircraft, regardless of the weapon involved, carrying concealed 

weapons in violation of division (A) of this section is a felony 

of the third degree.

(2) Except as provided in division (F)(6) of this section, 

if a person being arrested for a violation of division (A)(2) of 

this section promptly produces a valid concealed handgun 

license, and if at the time of the violation the person was not 

knowingly in a place described in division (B) of section 

2923.126 of the Revised Code, the officer shall not arrest the 

person for a violation of that division. If the person is not 

able to promptly produce any concealed handgun license and if 

the person is not in a place described in that section, the 

officer may arrest the person for a violation of that division, 

and the offender shall be punished as follows:

(a) The offender shall be guilty of a minor misdemeanor if 

both of the following apply:

(i) Within ten days after the arrest, the offender 

presents a concealed handgun license, which license was valid at 

the time of the arrest to the law enforcement agency that 

employs the arresting officer.

(ii) At the time of the arrest, the offender was not 

knowingly in a place described in division (B) of section 

2923.126 of the Revised Code.
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(b) The offender shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 

shall be fined five hundred dollars if all of the following 

apply:

(i) The offender previously had been issued a concealed 

handgun license, and that license expired within the two years 

immediately preceding the arrest.

(ii) Within forty-five days after the arrest, the offender 

presents a concealed handgun license to the law enforcement 

agency that employed the arresting officer, and the offender 

waives in writing the offender's right to a speedy trial on the 

charge of the violation that is provided in section 2945.71 of 

the Revised Code.

(iii) At the time of the commission of the offense, the 

offender was not knowingly in a place described in division (B) 

of section 2923.126 of the Revised Code.

(c) If divisions (F)(2)(a) and (b) and (F)(6) of this 

section do not apply, the offender shall be punished under 

division (F)(1) or (7) of this section.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this division, 

carrying concealed weapons in violation of division (B)(1) of 

this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree, and, in 

addition to any other penalty or sanction imposed for a 

violation of division (B)(1) of this section, the offender's 

concealed handgun license shall be suspended pursuant to 

division (A)(2) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code. If, at 

the time of the stop of the offender for a law enforcement 

purpose that was the basis of the violation, any law enforcement 

officer involved with the stop had actual knowledge that the 

offender has been issued a concealed handgun license, carrying 
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concealed weapons in violation of division (B)(1) of this 

section is a minor misdemeanor, and the offender's concealed 

handgun license shall not be suspended pursuant to division (A)

(2) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code.

(4) Carrying concealed weapons in violation of division 

(B)(2) or (4) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first 

degree or, if the offender previously has been convicted of or 

pleaded guilty to a violation of division (B)(2) or (4) of this 

section, a felony of the fifth degree. In addition to any other 

penalty or sanction imposed for a misdemeanor violation of 

division (B)(2) or (4) of this section, the offender's concealed 

handgun license shall be suspended pursuant to division (A)(2) 

of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code.

(5) Carrying concealed weapons in violation of division 

(B)(3) of this section is a felony of the fifth degree.

(6) If a person being arrested for a violation of division 

(A)(2) of this section is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code, and if at the time of the violation the person 

was not knowingly in a place described in division (B) of 

section 2923.126 of the Revised Code, the officer shall not 

arrest the person for a violation of that division. If the 

person is not able to promptly produce a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code and if the person is not in a place described 
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in division (B) of section 2923.126 of the Revised Code, the 

officer shall issue a citation and the offender shall be 

assessed a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dollars. 

The citation shall be automatically dismissed and the civil 

penalty shall not be assessed if both of the following apply:

(a) Within ten days after the issuance of the citation, 

the offender presents a valid military identification card and 

documentation of successful completion of firearms training that 

meets or exceeds the training requirements described in division 

(G)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code, which were both 

valid at the time of the issuance of the citation to the law 

enforcement agency that employs the citing officer.

(b) At the time of the citation, the offender was not 

knowingly in a place described in division (B) of section 

2923.126 of the Revised Code.

(7) If a person being arrested for a violation of division 

(A)(2) of this section is knowingly in a place described in 

division (B)(5) of section 2923.126 of the Revised Code and is 

not authorized to carry a handgun or have a handgun concealed on 

the person's person or concealed ready at hand under that 

division, the penalty shall be as follows:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, if the 

person produces a valid concealed handgun license within ten 

days after the arrest and has not previously been convicted or 

pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this 

section, the person is guilty of a minor misdemeanor; 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this division, if the 

person has previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a 

violation of division (A)(2) of this section, the person is 
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guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree;

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this division, if the 

person has previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two 

violations of division (A)(2) of this section, the person is 

guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree;

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this division, if the 

person has previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to 

three or more violations of division (A)(2) of this section, or 

convicted of or pleaded guilty to any offense of violence, if 

the weapon involved is a firearm that is either loaded or for 

which the offender has ammunition ready at hand, or if the 

weapon involved is a dangerous ordnance, the person is guilty of 

a misdemeanor of the second degree carrying a valid concealed 

handgun license or is an active duty member of the armed forces 

of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code, and if the person is knowingly in a place 

described in division (B)(1), (5), (6), (7), or (8) of section 

2923.126 of the Revised Code, the person is guilty of a 

misdemeanor of the fourth degree or, if carrying firearms or 

concealed firearms is prohibited on the premises but no sign is 

posted, a minor misdemeanor subject to a fine of not more than 

twenty-five dollars.

(G) If a law enforcement officer stops a person to 

question the person regarding a possible violation of this 

section, for a traffic stop, or for any other law enforcement 

purpose, if the person surrenders a firearm to the officer, 

either voluntarily or pursuant to a request or demand of the 
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officer, and if the officer does not charge the person with a 

violation of this section or arrest the person for any offense, 

the person is not otherwise prohibited by law from possessing 

the firearm, and the firearm is not contraband, the officer 

shall return the firearm to the person at the termination of the 

stop. If a court orders a law enforcement officer to return a 

firearm to a person pursuant to the requirement set forth in 

this division, division (B) of section 2923.163 of the Revised 

Code applies.

Sec. 2923.121. (A) No person shall knowingly possess a 

firearm in any room in which any person is consuming beer or 

intoxicating liquor in a premises for which a D permit has been 

issued under Chapter 4303. of the Revised Code or in an open air 

arena for which a permit of that nature has been issued. 

(B)(1) This section does not apply to any of the 

following:

(a) An officer, agent, or employee of this or any other 

state or the United States, or to a law enforcement officer, who 

is authorized to carry firearms and is acting within the scope 

of the officer's, agent's, or employee's duties;

(b) Any person who is employed in this state, who is 

authorized to carry firearms, and who is subject to and in 

compliance with the requirements of section 109.801 of the 

Revised Code, unless the appointing authority of the person has 

expressly specified that the exemption provided in division (B)

(1)(b) of this section does not apply to the person;

(c) Any room used for the accommodation of guests of a 

hotel, as defined in section 4301.01 of the Revised Code;

(d) The principal holder of a D permit issued for a 
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premises or an open air arena under Chapter 4303. of the Revised 

Code while in the premises or open air arena for which the 

permit was issued if the principal holder of the D permit also 

possesses a valid concealed handgun license and as long as the 

principal holder is not consuming beer or intoxicating liquor or 

under the influence of alcohol or a drug of abuse, or any agent 

or employee of that holder who also is a peace officer, as 

defined in section 2151.3515 of the Revised Code, who is off 

duty, and who otherwise is authorized to carry firearms while in 

the course of the officer's official duties and while in the 

premises or open air arena for which the permit was issued and 

as long as the agent or employee of that holder is not consuming 

beer or intoxicating liquor or under the influence of alcohol or 

a drug of abuse.

(e) Any person who is carrying a valid concealed handgun 

license or any person who is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code, as long as the person is not consuming beer or 

intoxicating liquor or under the influence of alcohol or a drug 

of abuse.

(2) This section does not prohibit any person who is a 

member of a veteran's organization, as defined in section 

2915.01 of the Revised Code, from possessing a rifle in any room 

in any premises owned, leased, or otherwise under the control of 

the veteran's organization, if the rifle is not loaded with live 

ammunition and if the person otherwise is not prohibited by law 

from having the rifle.
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(3) This section does not apply to any person possessing 

or displaying firearms in any room used to exhibit unloaded 

firearms for sale or trade in a soldiers' memorial established 

pursuant to Chapter 345. of the Revised Code, in a convention 

center, or in any other public meeting place, if the person is 

an exhibitor, trader, purchaser, or seller of firearms and is 

not otherwise prohibited by law from possessing, trading, 

purchasing, or selling the firearms.

(C) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this 

section of illegal possession of a firearm in a liquor permit 

premises that involves the possession of a firearm other than a 

handgun, that the actor was not otherwise prohibited by law from 

having the firearm, and that any of the following apply:

(1) The firearm was carried or kept ready at hand by the 

actor for defensive purposes, while the actor was engaged in or 

was going to or from the actor's lawful business or occupation, 

which business or occupation was of such character or was 

necessarily carried on in such manner or at such a time or place 

as to render the actor particularly susceptible to criminal 

attack, such as would justify a prudent person in going armed.

(2) The firearm was carried or kept ready at hand by the 

actor for defensive purposes, while the actor was engaged in a 

lawful activity, and had reasonable cause to fear a criminal 

attack upon the actor or a member of the actor's family, or upon 

the actor's home, such as would justify a prudent person in 

going armed.

(D) No person who is charged with a violation of this 

section shall be required to obtain a concealed handgun license 

as a condition for the dismissal of the charge.
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(E)(1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of illegal 

possession of a firearm in a liquor permit premises. Except as 

otherwise provided in this division and division (E)(2) of this 

section, illegal possession of a firearm in a liquor permit 

premises is a felony of the fifth degree. If Except as provided 

in division (E)(2) of this section, if     the offender commits the 

violation of this section by knowingly carrying or having the 

firearm concealed on the offender's person or concealed ready at 

hand, illegal possession of a firearm in a liquor permit 

premises is a felony of the third degree.

(2) If the offender is carrying a valid concealed handgun 

license or the offender is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code,   illegal possession of a firearm in a liquor   

permit premises is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(F) As used in this section, "beer" and "intoxicating 

liquor" have the same meanings as in section 4301.01 of the 

Revised Code.

Sec. 2923.122. (A) No person shall knowingly convey, or 

attempt to convey, a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance into a 

school safety zone. 

(B) No person shall knowingly possess a deadly weapon or 

dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone.

(C) No person shall knowingly possess an object in a 

school safety zone if both of the following apply:

(1) The object is indistinguishable from a firearm, 
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whether or not the object is capable of being fired.

(2) The person indicates that the person possesses the 

object and that it is a firearm, or the person knowingly 

displays or brandishes the object and indicates that it is a 

firearm.

(D)(1) This section does not apply to any of the 

following:

(a) An officer, agent, or employee of this or any other 

state or the United States who is authorized to carry deadly 

weapons or dangerous ordnance and is acting within the scope of 

the officer's, agent's, or employee's duties, a law enforcement 

officer who is authorized to carry deadly weapons or dangerous 

ordnance, a security officer employed by a board of education or 

governing body of a school during the time that the security 

officer is on duty pursuant to that contract of employment, or 

any other person who has written authorization from the board of 

education or governing body of a school to convey deadly weapons 

or dangerous ordnance into a school safety zone or to possess a 

deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone and 

who conveys or possesses the deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance 

in accordance with that authorization;

(b) Any person who is employed in this state, who is 

authorized to carry deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance, and 

who is subject to and in compliance with the requirements of 

section 109.801 of the Revised Code, unless the appointing 

authority of the person has expressly specified that the 

exemption provided in division (D)(1)(b) of this section does 

not apply to the person.

(2) Division (C) of this section does not apply to 
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premises upon which home schooling is conducted. Division (C) of 

this section also does not apply to a school administrator, 

teacher, or employee who possesses an object that is 

indistinguishable from a firearm for legitimate school purposes 

during the course of employment, a student who uses an object 

that is indistinguishable from a firearm under the direction of 

a school administrator, teacher, or employee, or any other 

person who with the express prior approval of a school 

administrator possesses an object that is indistinguishable from 

a firearm for a legitimate purpose, including the use of the 

object in a ceremonial activity, a play, reenactment, or other 

dramatic presentation, school safety training, or a ROTC 

activity or another similar use of the object.

(3) This section does not apply to a person who conveys or 

attempts to convey a handgun into, or possesses a handgun in, a 

school safety zone if, at the time of that conveyance, attempted 

conveyance, or possession of the handgun, all of the following 

apply:

(a) The person does not enter into a school building or 

onto school premises and is not at a school activity.

(b) The person is carrying a valid concealed handgun 

license or the person is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code.

(c) The person is in the school safety zone in accordance 

with 18 U.S.C. 922(q)(2)(B).
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(d) The person is not knowingly in a place described in 

division (B)(1) or (B)(3) to (8) of section 2923.126 of the 

Revised Code.

(4) This section does not apply to a person who conveys or 

attempts to convey a handgun into, or possesses a handgun in, a 

school safety zone if at the time of that conveyance, attempted 

conveyance, or possession of the handgun all of the following 

apply:

(a) The person is carrying a valid concealed handgun 

license or the person is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code.

(b) The person leaves the handgun in a motor vehicle.

(c) The handgun does not leave the motor vehicle.

(d) If the person exits the motor vehicle, the person 

locks the motor vehicle.

(5) This section does not apply to a person who conveys or 

attempts to convey a handgun into, or possesses a handgun in, a 

school safety zone, including any school building, if, at the 

time of that conveyance, attempted conveyance, or possession of 

the handgun, all of the following apply:

(a) Either the school safety zone is   on property owned or   

leased by a public school district   and   the area in which the   

person conveys, attempts to convey, or possesses a handgun is 

not secured  , or the school safety zone is on private property   

owned or leased by a chartered nonpublic school and the 
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chartered nonpublic school has not posted a sign in a 

conspicuous location prohibiting deadly weapons or dangerous 

ordnance in the school safety zone.

(b) The person is   an active   or reserve   member of the armed   

forces of the United States  , has retired from or was honorably   

discharged from military service, is a former law enforcement 

officer, or is a person who has successfully completed a 

firearms training   program   that   exceeds the training requirements   

described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised 

Code.

(c) The   person makes reasonable efforts to keep the   

handgun concealed and secured on the person's person or within 

the person's immediate control or the person stores the handgun 

in a locked compartment.

(E)(1) Whoever violates division (A) or (B) of this 

section is guilty of illegal conveyance or possession of a 

deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone. 

Except as otherwise provided in this division, illegal 

conveyance or possession of a deadly weapon or dangerous 

ordnance in a school safety zone is a felony of the fifth 

degree. If Except as otherwise provided in this division, if     the 

offender previously has been convicted of a violation of this 

section, illegal conveyance or possession of a deadly weapon or 

dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone is a felony of the 

fourth degree. If the offender is carrying a valid concealed 

handgun license or the offender is an active duty member of the 

armed forces of the United States and is carrying a valid 

military identification card and documentation of successful 

completion of firearms training that meets or exceeds the 

training requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 

516

517

518

519

520

521

522

523

524

525

526

527

528

529

530

531

532

533

534

535

536

537

538

539

540

541

542

543

544

545



H. B. No. 703 Page 20 
As Introduced

2923.125 of the Revised Code, illegal conveyance or possession 

of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone 

is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(2) Whoever violates division (C) of this section is 

guilty of illegal possession of an object indistinguishable from 

a firearm in a school safety zone. Except as otherwise provided 

in this division, illegal possession of an object 

indistinguishable from a firearm in a school safety zone is a 

misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has 

been convicted of a violation of this section, illegal 

possession of an object indistinguishable from a firearm in a 

school safety zone is a felony of the fifth degree.

(F)(1) In addition to any other penalty imposed upon a 

person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of 

this section and subject to division (F)(2) of this section, if 

the offender has not attained nineteen years of age, regardless 

of whether the offender is attending or is enrolled in a school 

operated by a board of education or for which the state board of 

education prescribes minimum standards under section 3301.07 of 

the Revised Code, the court shall impose upon the offender a 

class four suspension of the offender's probationary driver's 

license, restricted license, driver's license, commercial 

driver's license, temporary instruction permit, or probationary 

commercial driver's license that then is in effect from the 

range specified in division (A)(4) of section 4510.02 of the 

Revised Code and shall deny the offender the issuance of any 

permit or license of that type during the period of the 

suspension.

If the offender is not a resident of this state, the court 

shall impose a class four suspension of the nonresident 
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operating privilege of the offender from the range specified in 

division (A)(4) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code.

(2) If the offender shows good cause why the court should 

not suspend one of the types of licenses, permits, or privileges 

specified in division (F)(1) of this section or deny the 

issuance of one of the temporary instruction permits specified 

in that division, the court in its discretion may choose not to 

impose the suspension, revocation, or denial required in that 

division, but the court, in its discretion, instead may require 

the offender to perform community service for a number of hours 

determined by the court.

(G)(1) A school safety zone, including a school bus, shall 

be considered secured if access is restricted at each student 

entrance by a screening checkpoint or other security measures 

sufficient to intercept deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance and 

by at least two persons authorized to carry firearms pursuant to 

division (D)(1) of this section. If five hundred or more 

students are enrolled in a school and the school safety zone is 

to be secured, the school shall assign the following number of 

authorized persons to carry firearms at each student entrance in 

the school safety zone:

(a) Three persons if there are five hundred or more but 

less than one thousand students;

(b) Four persons if there are one thousand or more but 

less than one thousand five hundred students;

(c) Five persons if there are one thousand five hundred or 

more but less than two thousand students;

(d) Six persons if there are two thousand or more but less 

than two thousand five hundred students;
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(e) Seven persons if there are two thousand five hundred 

or more but less than three thousand students;

(f) Eight persons if there are three thousand or more but 

less than three thousand five hundred students;

(g) Nine persons if there are three thousand five hundred 

or more students.

(2) A school district, STEM school, community school, or 

chartered nonpublic school is not liable in damages in a civil 

action for any injury, death, or loss to person or property that 

allegedly was caused by or related to a person bringing a 

firearm into the school safety zone. Any person authorized to 

carry firearms in a school safety zone pursuant to division (D)

(1) of this section is not liable in damages in a civil action 

for any injury, death, or loss to person or property that 

allegedly was caused by or related to that person bringing a 

firearm into the school safety zone, unless the person acted 

with malicious purpose, in bad faith, or in a wanton or reckless 

manner.

(3)   No board of education or governing body of a public   

school shall discharge, discipline, or otherwise discriminate 

against any employee or contractor with respect to hire, tenure, 

terms, conditions, or privileges of employment, or any matter 

directly or indirectly related to employment, if the employee or 

contractor is carrying a concealed handgun as permitted under 

this section. Whoever violates this provision is subject to a 

civil action for damages, injunctive relief, or any other 

appropriate relief.

(H) As used in this section, "object that is 

indistinguishable from a firearm" means an object made, 
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constructed, or altered so that, to a reasonable person without 

specialized training in firearms, the object appears to be a 

firearm.

Sec. 2923.123. (A) No Unless permitted by a rule of 

superintendence or another type of rule adopted by the supreme 

court pursuant to Article IV, Ohio Constitution, or an 

applicable local rule of court, no     person shall knowingly convey 

or attempt to convey a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance into 

a courthouse or into another building or structure in which a 

courtroom that is located in another building or structure or 

into an official proceeding involving a judge or magistrate. 

(B) No Unless permitted by a rule of superintendence or 

another type of rule adopted by the supreme court pursuant to 

Article IV, Ohio Constitution, or an applicable local rule of 

court, no     person shall knowingly possess or have under the 

person's control a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a 

courthouse or in another building or structure in which a 

courtroom that is located in another building or structure or 

into an official proceeding involving a judge or magistrate.

(C) This section does not apply to any of the following:

(1) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, a 

judge of a court of record of this state or a magistrate;

(2) A peace officer, officer of a law enforcement agency, 

or person who is in either of the following categories:

(a) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, a 

peace officer, or an officer of a law enforcement agency of 

another state, a political subdivision of another state, or the 

United States, who is authorized to carry a deadly weapon or 

dangerous ordnance, who possesses or has under that individual's 
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control a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance as a requirement 

of that individual's duties, and who is acting within the scope 

of that individual's duties at the time of that possession or 

control;

(b) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, a 

person who is employed in this state, who is authorized to carry 

a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance, who possesses or has 

under that individual's control a deadly weapon or dangerous 

ordnance as a requirement of that person's duties, and who is 

subject to and in compliance with the requirements of section 

109.801 of the Revised Code, unless the appointing authority of 

the person has expressly specified that the exemption provided 

in division (C)(2)(b) of this section does not apply to the 

person.

(3) A person who conveys, attempts to convey, possesses, 

or has under the person's control a deadly weapon or dangerous 

ordnance that is to be used as evidence in a pending criminal or 

civil action or proceeding;

(4) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, a 

bailiff or deputy bailiff of a court of record of this state who 

is authorized to carry a firearm pursuant to section 109.77 of 

the Revised Code, who possesses or has under that individual's 

control a firearm as a requirement of that individual's duties, 

and who is acting within the scope of that individual's duties 

at the time of that possession or control;

(5) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, a 

prosecutor, or a secret service officer appointed by a county 

prosecuting attorney, who is authorized to carry a deadly weapon 

or dangerous ordnance in the performance of the individual's 

duties, who possesses or has under that individual's control a 
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deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance as a requirement of that 

individual's duties, and who is acting within the scope of that 

individual's duties at the time of that possession or control;

(6) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, a 

person who conveys or attempts to convey a handgun into a 

courthouse or into another building or structure in which a 

courtroom that is located in another building or structure or 

into an official proceeding involving a judge or magistrate, 

who, at the time of the conveyance or attempt, either is 

carrying a valid concealed handgun license or is an active duty 

member of the armed forces of the United States and is carrying 

a valid military identification card and documentation of 

successful completion of firearms training that meets or exceeds 

the training requirements described in division (G)(1) of 

section 2923.125 of the Revised Code, and who transfers unless 

the court is in session or access to the courthouse, courtroom, 

or proceeding is restricted by a screening checkpoint or other 

security measures   sufficient to intercept deadly weapons or   

dangerous ordnance and by at least two persons authorized to 

carry firearms at each public entrance  . If access is restricted   

as described above or if the court is in session, the person 

shall transfer possession of the handgun to the officer or 

officer's designee who has charge of the courthouse or building. 

The officer shall secure the handgun until the licensee is 

prepared to leave the premises. The exemption described in this 

division applies only if the officer who has charge of the 

courthouse or building provides services of the nature described 

in this division. An officer who has charge of the courthouse or 

building is not required to offer services of the nature 

described in this division.

(D)(1) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is 
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guilty of illegal conveyance of a deadly weapon or dangerous 

ordnance into a courthouse. Except as otherwise provided in this 

division or division (D)(2) of this section, illegal conveyance 

of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance into a courthouse is a 

felony of the fifth degree. If Except as otherwise provided in 

division (D)(2) of this section, if     the offender previously has 

been convicted of a violation of division (A) or (B) of this 

section, illegal conveyance of a deadly weapon or dangerous 

ordnance into a courthouse is a felony of the fourth degree.

(2) If the offender is carrying a valid concealed handgun 

license or the offender is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code, and if the exemption described in division (C)

(6) of this section does not apply, illegal possession or 

control of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a courthouse 

is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(3) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is 

guilty of illegal possession or control of a deadly weapon or 

dangerous ordnance in a courthouse. Except as otherwise provided 

in this division or division (D)(4) of this section, illegal 

possession or control of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance 

in a courthouse is a felony of the fifth degree. If Except as 

otherwise provided in division (D)(4) of this section, if     the 

offender previously has been convicted of a violation of 

division (A) or (B) of this section, illegal possession or 

control of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a courthouse 

is a felony of the fourth degree.
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(4) If the offender is carrying a valid concealed handgun 

license or the offender is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code, and if the exemption described in division (C)

(6) of this section does not apply, illegal possession or 

control of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a courthouse 

is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(E) The exemptions described in divisions (C)(1), (2)(a), 

(2)(b), (4), (5), and (6) of this section do not apply to any 

judge, magistrate, peace officer, officer of a law enforcement 

agency, bailiff, deputy bailiff, prosecutor, secret service 

officer, or other person described in any of those divisions if 

a rule of superintendence or another type of rule adopted by the 

supreme court pursuant to Article IV, Ohio Constitution, or an 

applicable local rule of court prohibits all persons from 

conveying or attempting to convey a deadly weapon or dangerous 

ordnance into a courthouse or into another building or structure 

in which a courtroom that is located in another building or 

structure or from possessing or having under one's control a 

deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a courthouse or in 

another building or structure in which a courtroom that is 

located in another building or structure.

(F) As used in this section:

(1) "Magistrate" means an individual who is appointed by a 

court of record of this state and who has the powers and may 

perform the functions specified in Civil Rule 53, Criminal Rule 

19, or Juvenile Rule 40.
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(2) "Peace officer" and "prosecutor" have the same 

meanings as in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 2923.126. (A) A concealed handgun license that is 

issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code shall expire 

five years after the date of issuance. A licensee who has been 

issued a license under that section shall be granted a grace 

period of thirty days after the licensee's license expires 

during which the licensee's license remains valid. Except as 

provided in divisions (B) and (C) of this section, a licensee 

who has been issued a concealed handgun license under section 

2923.125 or 2923.1213 of the Revised Code may carry a concealed 

handgun anywhere in this state if the licensee also carries a 

valid license and valid identification when the licensee is in 

actual possession of a concealed handgun. The licensee shall 

give notice of any change in the licensee's residence address to 

the sheriff who issued the license within forty-five days after 

that change. 

If a licensee is the driver or an occupant of a motor 

vehicle that is stopped as the result of a traffic stop or a 

stop for another law enforcement purpose and if the licensee is 

transporting or has a loaded handgun in the motor vehicle at 

that time, the licensee shall promptly inform any law 

enforcement officer who approaches the vehicle while stopped 

that the licensee has been issued a concealed handgun license 

and that the licensee currently possesses or has a loaded 

handgun; the licensee shall not knowingly disregard or fail to 

comply with lawful orders of a law enforcement officer given 

while the motor vehicle is stopped, knowingly fail to remain in 

the motor vehicle while stopped, or knowingly fail to keep the 

licensee's hands in plain sight after any law enforcement 

officer begins approaching the licensee while stopped and before 
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the officer leaves, unless directed otherwise by a law 

enforcement officer; and the licensee shall not knowingly have 

contact with the loaded handgun by touching it with the 

licensee's hands or fingers, in any manner in violation of 

division (E) of section 2923.16 of the Revised Code, after any 

law enforcement officer begins approaching the licensee while 

stopped and before the officer leaves. Additionally, if a 

licensee is the driver or an occupant of a commercial motor 

vehicle that is stopped by an employee of the motor carrier 

enforcement unit for the purposes defined in section 5503.34 of 

the Revised Code and if the licensee is transporting or has a 

loaded handgun in the commercial motor vehicle at that time, the 

licensee shall promptly inform the employee of the unit who 

approaches the vehicle while stopped that the licensee has been 

issued a concealed handgun license and that the licensee 

currently possesses or has a loaded handgun.

If a licensee is stopped for a law enforcement purpose and 

if the licensee is carrying a concealed handgun at the time the 

officer approaches, the licensee shall promptly inform any law 

enforcement officer who approaches the licensee while stopped 

that the licensee has been issued a concealed handgun license 

and that the licensee currently is carrying a concealed handgun; 

the licensee shall not knowingly disregard or fail to comply 

with lawful orders of a law enforcement officer given while the 

licensee is stopped or knowingly fail to keep the licensee's 

hands in plain sight after any law enforcement officer begins 

approaching the licensee while stopped and before the officer 

leaves, unless directed otherwise by a law enforcement officer; 

and the licensee shall not knowingly remove, attempt to remove, 

grasp, or hold the loaded handgun or knowingly have contact with 

the loaded handgun by touching it with the licensee's hands or 
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fingers, in any manner in violation of division (B) of section 

2923.12 of the Revised Code, after any law enforcement officer 

begins approaching the licensee while stopped and before the 

officer leaves.

(B) A valid concealed handgun license does not authorize 

the licensee to carry a concealed handgun in any manner 

prohibited under division (B) of section 2923.12 of the Revised 

Code or in any manner prohibited under section 2923.16 of the 

Revised Code. A valid license does not authorize the licensee to 

carry a concealed handgun into any of the following places:

(1) A Unless permitted by the governing body with 

authority over the premises, a     police station, sheriff's office, 

or state highway patrol station, premises controlled by the 

bureau of criminal identification and investigation; a state 

correctional institution, jail, workhouse, or other detention 

facility; any area of an airport passenger terminal that is 

beyond a passenger or property screening checkpoint or to which 

access is restricted through security measures by the airport 

authority or a public agency; or an institution that is 

maintained, operated, managed, and governed pursuant to division 

(A) of section 5119.14 of the Revised Code or division (A)(1) of 

section 5123.03 of the Revised Code, not including any part of 

the institution that consists of only administrative offices;

(2) A school safety zone if the licensee's carrying the 

concealed handgun is in violation of section 2923.122 of the 

Revised Code;

(3) A courthouse or another building or structure in which 

a courtroom that is located in another building or structure or 

an official proceeding involving a judge or magistrate, in 

violation of section 2923.123 of the Revised Code;
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(4) Any premises or open air arena for which a D permit 

has been issued under Chapter 4303. of the Revised Code if the 

licensee's carrying the concealed handgun is in violation of 

section 2923.121 of the Revised Code;

(5) Any premises owned or leased by any public or private 

college, public university, or other public institution of 

higher education where access is restricted by a screening 

checkpoint or other security measures sufficient to intercept 

deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance and by at least two persons 

authorized to carry firearms at each public entrance, unless the 

handgun is in a locked motor vehicle or the licensee is in the 

immediate process of placing the handgun in a locked motor 

vehicle or unless the licensee is carrying the concealed handgun 

pursuant to a written policy, rule, or other authorization that 

is adopted by the institution's board of trustees or other 

governing body and that authorizes specific individuals or 

classes of individuals to carry a concealed and secured handgun 

on the premises;

(6) Any church, synagogue, mosque, or other place of 

worship, unless the church, synagogue, mosque, or other place of 

worship posts or permits otherwise;

(7) Any area of a building that is a government facility 

of this state or a political subdivision of this state and where 

access is restricted by a screening checkpoint or other security 

measures sufficient to intercept deadly weapons or dangerous 

ordnance and by at least two persons authorized to carry 

firearms at each public entrance,     that is not a building that is 

used primarily as a shelter, restroom, parking facility for 

motor vehicles, or rest facility, and is not a courthouse or 

other building or structure in which a courtroom is located that 
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is subject to division (B)(3) of this section, unless the 

governing body with authority over the building has enacted a 

statute, ordinance, or policy that permits a licensee all or 

certain specific licensees     to carry a concealed handgun into 

that area of the building;

(8) A place in which federal law prohibits the carrying of 

handguns.

(C)(1) Nothing in this section shall negate or restrict a 

rule, policy, or practice of a private employer that is not a 

private college, university, or other institution of higher 

education concerning or prohibiting the presence of firearms on 

the private employer's premises or property, including motor 

vehicles owned by the private employer. Nothing in this section 

shall require a private employer of that nature to adopt a rule, 

policy, or practice concerning or prohibiting the presence of 

firearms on the private employer's premises or property, 

including motor vehicles owned by the private employer.

(2)(a) A private employer shall be immune from liability 

in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to person or 

property that allegedly was caused by or related to a licensee 

bringing a handgun onto the premises or property of the private 

employer, including motor vehicles owned by the private 

employer, unless the private employer acted with malicious 

purpose. A private employer is immune from liability in a civil 

action for any injury, death, or loss to person or property that 

allegedly was caused by or related to the private employer's 

decision to permit a licensee to bring, or prohibit a licensee 

from bringing, a handgun onto the premises or property of the 

private employer. 

(b) A political subdivision shall be immune from liability 
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in a civil action, to the extent and in the manner provided in 

Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code, for any injury, death, or 

loss to person or property that allegedly was caused by or 

related to a licensee bringing a handgun onto any premises or 

property owned, leased, or otherwise under the control of the 

political subdivision. As used in this division, "political 

subdivision" has the same meaning as in section 2744.01 of the 

Revised Code.

(c) An institution of higher education shall be immune 

from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss 

to person or property that allegedly was caused by or related to 

a licensee bringing a handgun onto the premises of the 

institution, including motor vehicles owned by the institution, 

unless the institution acted with malicious purpose. An 

institution of higher education is immune from liability in a 

civil action for any injury, death, or loss to person or 

property that allegedly was caused by or related to the 

institution's decision to permit a licensee or class of 

licensees to bring a handgun onto the premises of the 

institution.

(3)(a) Except as provided in division (C)(3)(b) of this 

section, the owner or person in control of private land or 

premises, and a private person or entity leasing land or 

premises owned by the state, the United States, or a political 

subdivision of the state or the United States, may post a sign 

in a conspicuous location on that land or on those premises 

prohibiting persons from carrying firearms or concealed firearms 

on or onto that land or those premises. Except as otherwise 

provided in this division, a person who knowingly violates a 

posted prohibition of that nature is guilty of criminal trespass 

in violation of division (A)(4) of section 2911.21 of the 
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Revised Code and is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth 

degree. If a person knowingly violates a posted prohibition of 

that nature and the posted land or premises primarily was a 

parking lot or other parking facility, the person is not guilty 

of criminal trespass under section 2911.21 of the Revised Code 

or under any other criminal law of this state or criminal law, 

ordinance, or resolution of a political subdivision of this 

state, and instead is subject only to a civil cause of action 

for trespass based on the violation.

If a person knowingly violates a posted prohibition of the 

nature described in this division and the posted land or 

premises is a child day-care center, type A family day-care 

home, or type B family day-care home allows firearms on the 

premises, unless the person is a licensee who resides in a type 

A family day-care home or type B family day-care home, the any 

person is guilty of aggravated trespass in violation of section 

2911.211 of the Revised Code. Except as otherwise provided in 

this division, the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 

first degree. If the person previously has been convicted of a 

violation of this division or of any offense of violence, if the 

weapon involved is who carries     a firearm that is either loaded 

or for which the offender has ammunition ready at hand, or if 

the weapon involved is dangerous ordnance, the offender is 

guilty of a felony of the fourth degree on the premises shall 

conceal and secure the firearm on the person's person or within 

the person's immediate control or store the firearm in a locked 

compartment.

(b) A landlord may not prohibit or restrict a tenant who 

is a licensee and who on or after September 9, 2008, enters into 

a rental agreement with the landlord for the use of residential 

premises, and the tenant's guest while the tenant is present, 
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from lawfully carrying or possessing a handgun on those 

residential premises.

(c) As used in division (C)(3) of this section:

(i) "Residential premises" has the same meaning as in 

section 5321.01 of the Revised Code, except "residential 

premises" does not include a dwelling unit that is owned or 

operated by a college or university.

(ii) "Landlord," "tenant," and "rental agreement" have the 

same meanings as in section 5321.01 of the Revised Code.

(4) If any of the following places described in division 

(B)(1) of this section is located within a building used for 

other purposes, the restriction on carrying a concealed handgun 

described in that division applies only to the portion of the 

building used as one of the following:

(a) A police station, sheriff's office, or state highway 

patrol station;

(b) Premises controlled by the bureau of criminal 

identification and investigation;

(c) A jail, workhouse, or other detention facility;

(d) An institution that is maintained, operated, managed, 

and governed pursuant to division (A) of section 5119.14 of the 

Revised Code or division (A)(1) of section 5123.03 of the 

Revised Code, not including any part of the institution that 

consists of only administrative offices.

(D) A person who holds a valid concealed handgun license 

issued by another state that is recognized by the attorney 

general pursuant to a reciprocity agreement entered into 

pursuant to section 109.69 of the Revised Code or a person who 
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holds a valid concealed handgun license under the circumstances 

described in division (B) of section 109.69 of the Revised Code 

has the same right to carry a concealed handgun in this state as 

a person who was issued a concealed handgun license under 

section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and is subject to the same 

restrictions that apply to a person who carries a license issued 

under that section.

(E)(1) A peace officer has the same right to carry a 

concealed handgun in this state as a person who was issued a 

concealed handgun license under section 2923.125 of the Revised 

Code. For purposes of reciprocity with other states, a peace 

officer shall be considered to be a licensee in this state.

(2) An active duty member of the armed forces of the 

United States who is carrying a valid military identification 

card and documentation of successful completion of firearms 

training that meets or exceeds the training requirements 

described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised 

Code has the same right to carry a concealed handgun in this 

state as a person who was issued a concealed handgun license 

under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and is subject to the 

same restrictions as specified in this section.

(3) A tactical medical professional who is qualified to 

carry firearms while on duty under section 109.771 of the 

Revised Code has the same right to carry a concealed handgun in 

this state as a person who was issued a concealed handgun 

license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code.

(F)(1) A qualified retired peace officer who possesses a 

retired peace officer identification card issued pursuant to 

division (F)(2) of this section and a valid firearms 

requalification certification issued pursuant to division (F)(3) 
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of this section has the same right to carry a concealed handgun 

in this state as a person who was issued a concealed handgun 

license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and is 

subject to the same restrictions that apply to a person who 

carries a license issued under that section. For purposes of 

reciprocity with other states, a qualified retired peace officer 

who possesses a retired peace officer identification card issued 

pursuant to division (F)(2) of this section and a valid firearms 

requalification certification issued pursuant to division (F)(3) 

of this section shall be considered to be a licensee in this 

state.

(2)(a) Each public agency of this state or of a political 

subdivision of this state that is served by one or more peace 

officers shall issue a retired peace officer identification card 

to any person who retired from service as a peace officer with 

that agency, if the issuance is in accordance with the agency's 

policies and procedures and if the person, with respect to the 

person's service with that agency, satisfies all of the 

following:

(i) The person retired in good standing from service as a 

peace officer with the public agency, and the retirement was not 

for reasons of mental instability.

(ii) Before retiring from service as a peace officer with 

that agency, the person was authorized to engage in or supervise 

the prevention, detection, investigation, or prosecution of, or 

the incarceration of any person for, any violation of law and 

the person had statutory powers of arrest.

(iii) At the time of the person's retirement as a peace 

officer with that agency, the person was trained and qualified 

to carry firearms in the performance of the peace officer's 
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duties.

(iv) Before retiring from service as a peace officer with 

that agency, the person was regularly employed as a peace 

officer for an aggregate of fifteen years or more, or, in the 

alternative, the person retired from service as a peace officer 

with that agency, after completing any applicable probationary 

period of that service, due to a service-connected disability, 

as determined by the agency.

(b) A retired peace officer identification card issued to 

a person under division (F)(2)(a) of this section shall identify 

the person by name, contain a photograph of the person, identify 

the public agency of this state or of the political subdivision 

of this state from which the person retired as a peace officer 

and that is issuing the identification card, and specify that 

the person retired in good standing from service as a peace 

officer with the issuing public agency and satisfies the 

criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this 

section. In addition to the required content specified in this 

division, a retired peace officer identification card issued to 

a person under division (F)(2)(a) of this section may include 

the firearms requalification certification described in division 

(F)(3) of this section, and if the identification card includes 

that certification, the identification card shall serve as the 

firearms requalification certification for the retired peace 

officer. If the issuing public agency issues credentials to 

active law enforcement officers who serve the agency, the agency 

may comply with division (F)(2)(a) of this section by issuing 

the same credentials to persons who retired from service as a 

peace officer with the agency and who satisfy the criteria set 

forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section, 

provided that the credentials so issued to retired peace 
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officers are stamped with the word "RETIRED."

(c) A public agency of this state or of a political 

subdivision of this state may charge persons who retired from 

service as a peace officer with the agency a reasonable fee for 

issuing to the person a retired peace officer identification 

card pursuant to division (F)(2)(a) of this section.

(3) If a person retired from service as a peace officer 

with a public agency of this state or of a political subdivision 

of this state and the person satisfies the criteria set forth in 

divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section, the public 

agency may provide the retired peace officer with the 

opportunity to attend a firearms requalification program that is 

approved for purposes of firearms requalification required under 

section 109.801 of the Revised Code. The retired peace officer 

may be required to pay the cost of the course.

If a retired peace officer who satisfies the criteria set 

forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section attends 

a firearms requalification program that is approved for purposes 

of firearms requalification required under section 109.801 of 

the Revised Code, the retired peace officer's successful 

completion of the firearms requalification program requalifies 

the retired peace officer for purposes of division (F) of this 

section for five years from the date on which the program was 

successfully completed, and the requalification is valid during 

that five-year period. If a retired peace officer who satisfies 

the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this 

section satisfactorily completes such a firearms requalification 

program, the retired peace officer shall be issued a firearms 

requalification certification that identifies the retired peace 

officer by name, identifies the entity that taught the program, 
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specifies that the retired peace officer successfully completed 

the program, specifies the date on which the course was 

successfully completed, and specifies that the requalification 

is valid for five years from that date of successful completion. 

The firearms requalification certification for a retired peace 

officer may be included in the retired peace officer 

identification card issued to the retired peace officer under 

division (F)(2) of this section.

A retired peace officer who attends a firearms 

requalification program that is approved for purposes of 

firearms requalification required under section 109.801 of the 

Revised Code may be required to pay the cost of the program.

(G) No public employer shall discharge, discipline, or 

otherwise discriminate against an employee or contractor with 

respect to hire, tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of 

employment, or any matter directly or indirectly related to 

employment, if the person is carrying a concealed handgun in a 

place and manner that is permitted under this section. Whoever 

violates this provision is subject to a civil action for 

damages, injunctive relief, or any other appropriate relief.

(H) As used in this section:

(1) "Qualified retired peace officer" means a person who 

satisfies all of the following:

(a) The person satisfies the criteria set forth in 

divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (v) of this section.

(b) The person is not under the influence of alcohol or 

another intoxicating or hallucinatory drug or substance.

(c) The person is not prohibited by federal law from 

receiving firearms.
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(2) "Retired peace officer identification card" means an 

identification card that is issued pursuant to division (F)(2) 

of this section to a person who is a retired peace officer.

(3) "Government facility of this state or a political 

subdivision of this state" means any of the following:

(a) A building or part of a building that is owned or 

leased by the government of this state or a political 

subdivision of this state and where employees of the government 

of this state or the political subdivision regularly are present 

for the purpose of performing their official duties as employees 

of the state or political subdivision;

(b) The office of a deputy registrar serving pursuant to 

Chapter 4503. of the Revised Code that is used to perform deputy 

registrar functions.

(4) "Governing body" has the same meaning as in section 

154.01 of the Revised Code.

(5) "Tactical medical professional" has the same meaning 

as in section 109.71 of the Revised Code.

(6) "Public employer" has the same meaning as in section 

145.01 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 2923.1212. (A) The Unless the governing body with 

authority over the premises permits all or certain persons to 

carry deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance on the premises, the 

following persons, boards, and entities, or designees, shall 

post in the following locations a sign that contains a statement 

in substantially the following form: "Unless otherwise 

authorized by law, pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, no person 

shall knowingly possess, have under the person's control, 

convey, or attempt to convey a deadly weapon or dangerous 
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ordnance onto these premises.": 

(1) The director of public safety or the person or board 

charged with the erection, maintenance, or repair of police 

stations, municipal jails, and the municipal courthouse and 

courtrooms in a conspicuous location at all police stations, 

municipal jails, and municipal courthouses and courtrooms;

(2) The sheriff or sheriff's designee who has charge of 

the sheriff's office in a conspicuous location in that office;

(3) The superintendent of the state highway patrol or the 

superintendent's designee in a conspicuous location at all state 

highway patrol stations;

(4) Each sheriff, chief of police, or person in charge of 

every county, multicounty, municipal, municipal-county, or 

multicounty-municipal jail or workhouse, community-based 

correctional facility, halfway house, alternative residential 

facility, or other local or state correctional institution or 

detention facility within the state, or that person's designee, 

in a conspicuous location at that facility under that person's 

charge;

(5) The board of trustees of a regional airport authority, 

chief administrative officer of an airport facility, or other 

person in charge of an airport facility in a conspicuous 

location at each airport facility under that person's control 

passenger or property screening checkpoint and wherever access 

is restricted through security measures by the airport authority 

or a public agency;

(6) The officer or officer's designee who has charge of a 

courthouse or the building or structure in which a courtroom 

that is located in another building or structure in a 
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conspicuous location in that building or structure;

(7) The superintendent of the bureau of criminal 

identification and investigation or the superintendent's 

designee in a conspicuous location in all premises controlled by 

that bureau;

(8) The owner, administrator, or operator of a child day-

care center, a type A family day-care home, or a type B family 

day-care home;

(9) The officer of this state or of a political 

subdivision of this state, or the officer's designee, who has 

charge of a building that is a government facility of this state 

or the political subdivision of this state, as defined described 

in section 2923.126 of the Revised Code, and that is not a 

building that is used primarily as a shelter, restroom, parking 

facility for motor vehicles, or rest facility and is not a 

courthouse or other building or structure in which a courtroom 

is located that is subject to division (B)(3) of that section, 

wherever access is restricted by a screening checkpoint or other 

security measures sufficient to intercept deadly weapons or 

dangerous ordnance.

(B) The following boards, bodies, and persons, or 

designees, shall post in the following locations a sign that 

contains a statement in substantially the following form: 

"Unless otherwise authorized by law, pursuant to Ohio Revised 

Code section 2923.122, no person shall knowingly possess, have 

under the person's control, convey, or attempt to convey a 

deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance into a school safety zone.":

(1) A board of education of a city, local, exempted 

village, or joint vocational school district or that board's 
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designee in a conspicuous location in each building and on each 

parcel of real property owned or controlled by the board;

(2) A governing body of a school for which the state board 

of education prescribes minimum standards under section 3301.07 

of the Revised Code or that body's designee in a conspicuous 

location in each building and on each parcel of real property 

owned or controlled by the school;

(3) The principal or chief administrative officer of a 

nonpublic school in a conspicuous location on property owned or 

controlled by that nonpublic school.

Sec. 2923.22.   (A) No person shall knowingly possess a   

firearm in any area of a building that is a government facility 

of this state or a political subdivision of this state   where   

access is restricted by a screening checkpoint or other security 

measures sufficient to intercept deadly weapons or   dangerous   

ordnance and by at least two persons authorized to carry 

firearms under division (B)(3) or (4) of this section at each 

public entrance  , unless the governing body with authority over   

the building has enacted a statute, ordinance, or policy that 

permits all or certain specific persons to carry firearms into 

that area of the building.

(B) This section does not apply to any of the following:

(1) A building that is used primarily as a shelter, 

restroom, parking facility for motor vehicles, or rest facility;

(2) A courthouse or courtroom that is subject to section 

2923.123 of the Revised Code;

(3) An officer, agent, or employee of this or any other 

state or the United States, or to a law enforcement officer, who 

is authorized to carry firearms and is acting within the scope 
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of their duties;

(4) Any person who is employed in this state, who is 

authorized to carry firearms, and who is subject to and in 

compliance with the requirements of section 109.801 of the 

Revised Code, unless the appointing authority of the person has 

expressly specified that the person is not exempt from this 

section.

(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of illegal 

possession of a firearm in a government facility, a misdemeanor 

of the fourth degree.

(D)   The governing body of a government facility of this   

state or a political subdivision of this state is not liable in 

damages in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to 

person or property that allegedly was caused by or related to a 

person bringing a firearm into the government facility. Any 

person authorized to carry firearms under division (B)(3) or (4) 

of this section is not liable in damages in a civil action for 

any injury, death, or loss to person or property that allegedly 

was caused by or related to that person bringing a firearm into 

the government facility, unless the person acted with malicious 

purpose, in bad faith, or in a wanton or reckless manner.

(E)   As used in this section:  

(1) "Government facility of this state or a political 

subdivision of this state" means any of the following:

(a) A building or part of a building that is owned or 

leased by the government of this state or a political 

subdivision of this state and where employees of the government 

of this state or the political subdivision regularly are present 

for the purpose of performing their official duties as employees 
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of the state or political subdivision;

(b) The office of a deputy registrar serving pursuant to 

Chapter 4503. of the Revised Code that is used to perform deputy 

registrar functions.

(2) "Governing body" has the same meaning as   in section   

154.01 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3345.90.     (A) As used in this section:  

(1) "State institution of higher education" has the same 

meaning as in section 3345.011 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Handgun" and "valid concealed handgun license" have 

the same meanings as in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code.

(B) No student who is enrolled in a state institution of 

higher education and who possesses a valid concealed handgun 

license shall lose any form of financial assistance provided by 

that institution for educational expenses, including grants, 

scholarships, and fellowships, for the sole reason of carrying a 

concealed handgun on premises owned or leased by the institution 

if the student's conduct is permissible under division (B)(5) of 

section 2923.126 of the Revised Code. Additionally, no state 

institution of higher education shall take any disciplinary 

action, including the imposition of academic penalties, against 

that student for the sole reason of carrying a concealed handgun 

on premises owned or leased by the institution if the student's 

conduct is permissible under division (B)(5) of section 2923.126 

of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4117.10. (A) An agreement between a public employer 

and an exclusive representative entered into pursuant to this 

chapter governs the wages, hours, and terms and conditions of 

public employment covered by the agreement. If the agreement 

1321

1322

1323

1324

1325

1326

1327

1328

1329

1330

1331

1332

1333

1334

1335

1336

1337

1338

1339

1340

1341

1342

1343

1344

1345

1346

1347

1348

1349



H. B. No. 703 Page 47 
As Introduced

provides for a final and binding arbitration of grievances, 

public employers, employees, and employee organizations are 

subject solely to that grievance procedure and the state 

personnel board of review or civil service commissions have no 

jurisdiction to receive and determine any appeals relating to 

matters that were the subject of a final and binding grievance 

procedure. Where no agreement exists or where an agreement makes 

no specification about a matter, the public employer and public 

employees are subject to all applicable state or local laws or 

ordinances pertaining to the wages, hours, and terms and 

conditions of employment for public employees. All of the 

following prevail over conflicting provisions of agreements 

between employee organizations and public employers: 

(1) Laws pertaining to any of the following subjects: 

(a) Civil rights; 

(b) Affirmative action; 

(c) Unemployment compensation; 

(d) Workers' compensation; 

(e) The retirement of public employees; 

(f) Residency requirements; 

(g) The minimum educational requirements contained in the 

Revised Code pertaining to public education including the 

requirement of a certificate by the fiscal officer of a school 

district pursuant to section 5705.41 of the Revised Code; 

(h) The provisions of division (A) of section 124.34 of 

the Revised Code governing the disciplining of officers and 

employees who have been convicted of a felony; 
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(i) The minimum standards promulgated by the state board 

of education pursuant to division (D) of section 3301.07 of the 

Revised Code;

(j) The provisions of sections 2923.122 and 2923.126 of 

the Revised Code pertaining to the right of an employee who has 

been issued a concealed handgun license or who is authorized to 

carry a concealed handgun as an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States to carry a concealed handgun in 

compliance with those sections. 

(2) The law pertaining to the leave of absence and 

compensation provided under section 5923.05 of the Revised Code, 

if the terms of the agreement contain benefits which are less 

than those contained in that section or the agreement contains 

no such terms and the public authority is the state or any 

agency, authority, commission, or board of the state or if the 

public authority is another entity listed in division (B) of 

section 4117.01 of the Revised Code that elects to provide leave 

of absence and compensation as provided in section 5923.05 of 

the Revised Code; 

(3) The law pertaining to the leave established under 

section 5906.02 of the Revised Code, if the terms of the 

agreement contain benefits that are less than those contained in 

section 5906.02 of the Revised Code; 

(4) The law pertaining to excess benefits prohibited under 

section 3345.311 of the Revised Code with respect to an 

agreement between an employee organization and a public employer 

entered into on or after the effective date of this amendment 

September 29, 2015. 

Except for sections 306.08, 306.12, 306.35, and 4981.22 of 
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the Revised Code and arrangements entered into thereunder, and 

section 4981.21 of the Revised Code as necessary to comply with 

section 13(c) of the "Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964," 87 

Stat. 295, 49 U.S.C.A. 1609(c), as amended, and arrangements 

entered into thereunder, this chapter prevails over any and all 

other conflicting laws, resolutions, provisions, present or 

future, except as otherwise specified in this chapter or as 

otherwise specified by the general assembly. Nothing in this 

section prohibits or shall be construed to invalidate the 

provisions of an agreement establishing supplemental workers' 

compensation or unemployment compensation benefits or exceeding 

minimum requirements contained in the Revised Code pertaining to 

public education or the minimum standards promulgated by the 

state board of education pursuant to division (D) of section 

3301.07 of the Revised Code. 

(B) The public employer shall submit a request for funds 

necessary to implement an agreement and for approval of any 

other matter requiring the approval of the appropriate 

legislative body to the legislative body within fourteen days of 

the date on which the parties finalize the agreement, unless 

otherwise specified, but if the appropriate legislative body is 

not in session at the time, then within fourteen days after it 

convenes. The legislative body must approve or reject the 

submission as a whole, and the submission is deemed approved if 

the legislative body fails to act within thirty days after the 

public employer submits the agreement. The parties may specify 

that those provisions of the agreement not requiring action by a 

legislative body are effective and operative in accordance with 

the terms of the agreement, provided there has been compliance 

with division (C) of this section. If the legislative body 

rejects the submission of the public employer, either party may 
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reopen all or part of the entire agreement. 

As used in this section, "legislative body" includes the 

governing board of a municipal corporation, school district, 

college or university, village, township, or board of county 

commissioners or any other body that has authority to approve 

the budget of their public jurisdiction and, with regard to the 

state, "legislative body" means the controlling board. 

(C) The chief executive officer, or the chief executive 

officer's representative, of each municipal corporation, the 

designated representative of the board of education of each 

school district, college or university, or any other body that 

has authority to approve the budget of their public 

jurisdiction, the designated representative of the board of 

county commissioners and of each elected officeholder of the 

county whose employees are covered by the collective 

negotiations, and the designated representative of the village 

or the board of township trustees of each township is 

responsible for negotiations in the collective bargaining 

process; except that the legislative body may accept or reject a 

proposed collective bargaining agreement. When the matters about 

which there is agreement are reduced to writing and approved by 

the employee organization and the legislative body, the 

agreement is binding upon the legislative body, the employer, 

and the employee organization and employees covered by the 

agreement. 

(D) There is hereby established an office of collective 

bargaining in the department of administrative services for the 

purpose of negotiating with and entering into written agreements 

between state agencies, departments, boards, and commissions and 

the exclusive representative on matters of wages, hours, terms 
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and other conditions of employment and the continuation, 

modification, or deletion of an existing provision of a 

collective bargaining agreement. Nothing in any provision of law 

to the contrary shall be interpreted as excluding the bureau of 

workers' compensation and the industrial commission from the 

preceding sentence. This office shall not negotiate on behalf of 

other statewide elected officials or boards of trustees of state 

institutions of higher education who shall be considered as 

separate public employers for the purposes of this chapter; 

however, the office may negotiate on behalf of these officials 

or trustees where authorized by the officials or trustees. The 

staff of the office of collective bargaining are in the 

unclassified service. The director of administrative services 

shall fix the compensation of the staff. 

The office of collective bargaining shall: 

(1) Assist the director in formulating management's 

philosophy for public collective bargaining as well as planning 

bargaining strategies; 

(2) Conduct negotiations with the exclusive 

representatives of each employee organization; 

(3) Coordinate the state's resources in all mediation, 

fact-finding, and arbitration cases as well as in all labor 

disputes; 

(4) Conduct systematic reviews of collective bargaining 

agreements for the purpose of contract negotiations; 

(5) Coordinate the systematic compilation of data by all 

agencies that is required for negotiating purposes; 

(6) Prepare and submit an annual report and other reports 

as requested to the governor and the general assembly on the 
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implementation of this chapter and its impact upon state 

government. 

Section 2. That existing sections 9.68, 2923.12, 2923.121, 

2923.122, 2923.123, 2923.126, 2923.1212, and 4117.10 of the 

Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall be known as the 

"Decriminalization Effort For Ending Notorious Deaths -- 

Teachers With Options (DEFEND-TWO)."
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