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February 17, 2017 
 
 
 
The Honorable Ron Young 
Chairman, Economic Development, Commerce, and Labor 
Ohio House of Representatives 
77 S. High St.  
13th Floor  
Columbus, OH 43215  
 
Dear Chairman Young: 
 
The Ohio Grocers Association proudly represents nearly 400 food retailers, wholesalers and 
suppliers across the state. Our members range from the largest chain stores to the smallest “mom 
and pop” independent grocers as well as the wholesalers who supply these stores. I am writing 
today in support of    House Bill 2, legislation that helps to harmonize Ohio’s employment 
discrimination statutes with their federal counterparts. These changes will increase efficiency, allow 
for easier compliance, and provide fair resolution of alleged incidents of discrimination for both 
employers and employees.  
 
HB 2 increases efficiency by preventing employers from simultaneously having to defend claims in 
both the Ohio Civil Rights Commission and civil court.  Employees still have the option and ability to 
pursue claims in both venues, however they cannot do so at the same time. HB 2 also creates a 
reasonable one-year statute of limitations. Ohio’s current six-year statute of limitations is the longest 
in the country. This change allows for timely and fair resolution of claims of discrimination.  
 
This legislation provides reasonable changes to the employment discrimination statues that will 
improve Ohio’s legal climate and allow for timely, fair and efficient resolution of claims.  Accordingly, 
the Ohio Restaurant Association urges the Economic Development, Commerce, and Labor 
committee to favorably recommend HB 2.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kristin Mullins 
President & CEO 
 
 
cc: The Honorable Cliff Rosenberger, Speaker of the House 
 The Honorable Bill Seitz, Sponsor of HB 2 

House Economic Development, Commerce, and Labor Committee Members   
 

OFFICERS 
RYAN HUFFMAN 
Chairman 
Huffman’s Market. 
Upper Arlington, OH 
 
GARY BAKER 
Vice Chair, Operations 
Baker’s Management, Inc. 
Newcomerstown, OH 
 
ED CALLIHAN 
Vice Chair, Government Affairs 
SpartanNash 
Lima, OH 
 
BRIAN FERRIER 
Vice Chair, Annual Events 
Giant Eagle, Inc. 
Dublin, OH 
 
PHILL ADAMS 
Vice Chair, Membership 
Jungle Jim’s International Market 
Fairfield, OH 
 
DAN SALTZMAN 
Member-at-Large 
Dave's Supermarkets 
Bedford Heights, OH 
 
RON GRAFF, JR. 
Past Chairman 
Columbiana Foods, Inc. 
Youngstown, OH 
 
KRISTIN MULLINS 
President/CEO 
Ohio Grocers Association 
Columbus, OH 
DIRECTORS 

	

KEITH BALLINGER 
Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc. 
Eaton, OH 
 
LEO BRAIDO 
Braido Foods 
Oberlin, OH 
 
DON CASTER 
Raisin Rack Natural Food Market 
Westerville, OH 
 
GARY CRAWFORD 
Laurel Grocery Company 
London, KY 
 
ANGELA CROCK 
Caldwell Food Center 
Caldwell, OH 
 
BILL CROSSET 
The Crosset Company 
Independence, KY 
 
MIKE DAVIDSON 
Buehler’s Food Markets 
Wooster, OH  
 
LARRY D’ONOFRIO 
Mr. D’s Delicious Fresh Foods 
Brookfield, OH 
 
DOUG FRITSCH 
IGA USA 
Chicago, IL 
 
E.J. GEYER 
Geyer’s Food Markets 
Crestline, OH 
 
MICHAEL GEORGE 
Kelly’s Market, Inc. 
Columbus, OH 
 
MATTHEW W. KISHMAN 
Kishman’s IGA 
Minerva, OH 
 
GARY LICHIUS 
American Seaway Foods 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
MIKE LOBALZO 
Consolidated Food Equipment  
Distributors 
Akron, OH 
 
DOUG LONGENETTE 
United Dairy 
Martins Ferry, OH 
 
TONY MODARELLI 
Parkman Road Sparkle 
Warren, OH 
 
PHILLIP MOODY 
Shaker’s Marketplace. 
Olmstead Farms, OH 
 
MIKE NEEDLER, JR. 
Fresh Encounter, Inc. 
Findlay, OH 
 
JIM NOWICKI 
Bob Evans Farms, Inc. 
New Albany, OH 
 
JEFF OSBORNE 
Merchant Distributors Inc. 
New Philadelphia, OH 
 
LEE SCHWEBEL 
Schwebel Baking Co. 
Youngstown, OH 
 
BILL TAGGART 
SuperValu 
Dayton, OH 
 
JESSE THELEN 
The J.M. Smucker Co. 
Orrville, OH 
 
BETH WILKIN 
The Kroger Co. 
Westerville, OH 
 
JAMIE WILSON 
Flowers Baking Co. of Ohio 
Northwood, OH 
 


