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Mr. Jeff Kramer
Program Manager Father Factor

Action for Children
Good afternoon Chairman Ginter, Vice Chair LaTourette, Ranking Member Boyd, and members of the Committee.  My name is Jeff Kramer.  I am the Program Manager of Father Factor at Action for Children.  Father Factor is a responsible parenting program funded through a grant provided by the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood. Father Factor provides each participant with facilitator led positive parenting groups as well as one on one case management services and job development services.  We provide our services in five central Ohio counties and provide services to both community fathers as well as incarcerated fathers.  Father Factor focuses on teaching and discussing Responsible Fatherhood.  This includes learning non-punitive parenting strategies, respectful and communicative co-parenting relationships and the importance of self-care as a parent and role model.  Our mission is to help all of our participants become better parents, partners and providers.  Within our two year grant cycle we will serve well over 500 Ohio fathers.

I would like to offer my support of H.B. No. 366.  It is my experience and observation that the vast majority of fathers we work with want to do the right thing and meet their child support obligations.  Unfortunately many of them are low income wage earners and unable to make enough to afford their own living expenses let alone enough to cover their child support orders.  We have found that low income fathers with child support orders set beyond their ability to pay will go underground resulting in zero payment toward the child and likely reduced involvement in their child’s life.  These fathers are frustrated, ashamed, upset, voiceless, and feel left out of a system that favors the custodial parent. 

 We also encounter fathers who spend significant time caring for their child either through Parenting Time or Shared Parenting yet they do not receive any credit toward this time reflected in their child support order.  We believe that the Self Sufficiency Reserve and Parenting Time Credit would address both of these issues and result in more positive engagement with the child as well increased child support payments.  When these fathers feel they have a fair order and a voice in their children’s lives we have seen an increase in their child support payments.  

At Action for Children we are committed to services that are centered on children and their best interests through parent education and awareness.  We believe HB No. 366 will be in the best interest of children and help assist non-custodial parents become the best Parent, Partner and Provider they strive to be.  Thank you for your consideration of this testimony and for your service.
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