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Chairwoman Anielski, Vice Chair Hambley and members of the committee. I am 
Beth Easterday, President of the American Council of Engineering Companies of 
Ohio.  We are here today to offer testimony regarding our concerns with House 
Bill 121. 
 
For the record, my association is made up of 130 engineering firms, located all 
over the state of Ohio, many of which are engaged in the design of our public 
water and wastewater systems, in addition to bridges, highways, building structures 
and systems and environmental projects. 
 
In order to offer engineering services in the state of Ohio, engineering firms must 
be licensed by the state and they must carry professional liability insurance to 
protect the public against any potential malpractice that might occur in the design 
of a public works project.  
 
The role of a consulting engineer is to provide sound engineering judgement and 
expert advice based on the best interest of the client for each project worked. They 
are ethically required to do so by the cannons of a professional engineer, outlined 
in OAC 4733-35 and National Society of Professional Engineers Code of Ethics 
which state for every project the Engineer shall: 

• Be a faithful agent of the client 
• Honest and impartial 
• Serve the public with devotion 

 
 
 



Page 2 
ACEC Ohio Testimony 
May 9, 2017 
 
 
 
Many factors go into choosing the correct type of pipe, including soil type, the 
pressure the pipe will be under, the ease of connection with other types of pipe, 
expected service life and installation cost, just to cite a few.  We rely on the 
professional engineers employed by our local governments, and the independent 
consulting engineers who work with them to design our underground utility 
networks to assess the myriad of factors and determine suitable piping materials. 
This bill is repetitive, why codify what is already current practice outlined in the 
OAC? 
 
This bill requires a public authority to evaluate “all” piping material on a state 
funded water/wastewater project.  This is unrealistic, what is the definition of “all” 
in this day and age of technological advances and what public client wants to pay a 
design engineer to evaluate every possible pipe material for their projects.  In 
addition, how would the Engineer prove that “all” piping material was reviewed 
during the design of the project, think of the additional costs for an Engineer to put 
together a “bullet-proof” case regarding why they made a specific selection or 
recommendation. Ultimately, this may increase the cost of a public water project, 
which I don’t believe is the goal of this bill. 
 
ACEC Ohio has met with both Representative Edwards and Senator Terhar (the 
Sponsor of the Senate companion bill, SB 95) and requested that the design 
engineer be removed from the center of this bill.  We have asked specifically that 
the word “all” be removed in line 14 which states “a public authority shall consider 
all piping materials…” and we have asked the bill end after the word “project” in 
line 18.  This would allow engineering specifications to be met but remove the 
reference of design engineer and continue to let the professional engineer follow 
the cannons of serving the public with devotion, being honest and impartial and a 
faithful agent of the client. 
 
In our opinion, the legislation is redundant with current practice and licensure 
requirements of a professional engineer and therefore not needed. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to testify today.  I will be happy to try to answer any 
questions you might have. 
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