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June 19, 2018

Chairwoman Anielski, Vice Chairman Hambley, Ranking Member Holmes and
Members of the State and Local Government Committee: Thank you for the
opportunity to express the County Auditors’ Association of Ohio’s (CAAO)
support for HB 598, to provide County Auditors with more discretion in how
often, when and where tax-forfeited land shall be offered for sale. Piggybacking
on Representative Green’s sponsor testimony last week, by providing County
Auditors with this discretion, the land can be sold strategically to maximize value,
when the time is right. County land banks will also have a better opportunity to
acquire property.

The CAAO supports the bill with the amendments being considered today that
authorize the County Auditor to offer one or more lands on the “forfeited lands”
list when the auditor determines that a sale is necessary and the most appropriate
location in the county for conducting a sale. These additions provide maximum
flexibility and ensure that the property is sold at the best possible time and under
the best set of circumstances.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to offer support.



