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Good afternoon Chairman Burke, Vice Chair Beagle, Ranking Member Tavares and members of the Senate Health, Human Services and Medicaid Committee, my name is Linda Primrose Barker and I have been involved with Head Start nearly 40 years. I oversaw the health, disabilities and mental health services for over 2000 children in a 9 County program that included Auglaize, Champaign, Darke, Greene, Logan, Miami, Preble, Shelby and Van Wert.

I mention all three components because I have seen what severe dental caries can lead to.

I have had children with caries so severe they could not eat, they were in intense pain, pain that significantly limited their ability to learn or to socialize with other children. I had a child once that ended up with major brain injury because there was not a dentist within 100 miles that would accept a child on Medicaid. This child started out with a simple caries. This caries could have easily been taken by a Dental Therapist!

We in Head Start care very deeply for the children. We often are the first people to talk to parents about oral care. I would love for our staff to share what it would be like to share the news about a new dental person in our area, a Dental Therapist. 

I would explain that this person completes training appropriate for their scope of practice. In the case of the dental hygienist therapist there is additional education after they have completed their dental hygienist training. That they work under the supervision of a dentist, reaching out to more isolated areas or assisting a local dentist with a very active practice. I would let the parent know that this position is very active in Alaska and several other states and countries like Canada and England. 

In closing, I would plead with you, our legislative body, to think of the need of thousands of children that do not have ready access to good oral care. Please pass this bill and bring Ohio into one of the growing number of states that see good oral health as important as the physical health of our children.

Thank you for allowing me to speak to you today.
