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I am strongly opposed to the bill (SB250) which is an attempt by big oil and the Koch Brothers to make peaceful, legal protests a criminal activity. Our nation was founded on the certain principles and rights, one of which is FREE SPEECH. As a citizen and a member of many grassroots environmental groups, I have often exercised my free speech when it came to certain matters that I felt could have a negative effect on health and the environment.
On one occasion, in 1998, my family along with 30 other families were served with a SLAPP suit intentionally to try and stop our speaking out against a toxic waste incinerator in East Liverpool, Ohio.
Local communities are still fighting David and Goliath battles everyday against big corporations with endless money and lawyers. We have little money and resources at our disposal to speak truth to power. If this bill is passed, it will further tie our hands and stop our ability to speak out to defend our communities and families.It would also criminalize activities of our local grassroots groups, groups who right now are the one hope local people have to give voice to their frustrations.
This bill goes against everything that the America I grew up in stood for. Our nation and certainly the state of Ohio has become a resource colony for oil and gas while citizens watch as their homes, fields, soil, forests, water, air, and even bodies become receptacles for the waste this industry visits upon them. It is time to stop the oiligarchy and turn away from fossil fuels. It is time to embrace clean, green, renewable energy and infrastructure. It is time to stop allowing our laws and regulations to be written by the Koch Brothers.
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