HB 229 | To Designate February 3rd as “Charles Follis Day”
        The Ohio Senate Committee on Local Government, Public Safety and Veterans Affairs

COMMITTEE NOTICE

February 27, 2018
All of us in this room today, regardless of our race, color or creed are here as a result of an opportunity that was created by someone else. Somehow, somewhere
someone opened the door of opportunity allowing each of us to be where we are and become what we are. As an African-American, I have a great appreciation for opening doors of opportunity, having started my dreams during a time when most doors were not only closed, but locked, and for no other reason than for the color of my skin.

  I am here today to ask that you join us in celebrating and honoring just one of many individuals who helped to unlock and open one of the many doors of opportunity to an entire race of people, specifically in the world of sports. Because of his dominating speed, strength and athletic ability he was nicknamed “The Black Cyclone”, and what a storm he created, blowing open the doors of opportunity for a multitude of African Americans to excel, flourish and be recognized in all areas and levels of both collegiate professional sports. He enriched the pages of our history with such great names as Althea Gibson, Jackie Robinson, Willie Eldon Oree, Bill Russell, Frank Robinson, Charlie Sifford, and Jesse Owens, the list goes on and on.
  These individuals, along with so many others were recipients of great honors made possible by men like Charles Follis, whose courage and determination to pursue their dreams forced change, and gave us hope and faith in the ongoing struggles for racial equality. 

  It is because of this we ask that his name be recognized, elevated, and placed in the annals of our state’s history, alongside of so many whose achievements helped to make the dreams and aspirations of an entire people to come to reality. Thank you very much for this opportunity.

Steve Jefferson

