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COMMITTEE NOTICE

February 27, 2018
I think it is important for the Ohio State Senate to know about Charles Follis because his story serves as a reminder of how the face of racism is constantly changing. He never changed who he was or let the attacks on him change his direction. 


The face of racism is constantly changing and watching Charles Follis’ story be told, will make you more aware that racism is, indeed, alive and well. Although the definition and what it means to be racist is changing, the hate remains the same. Mr. Follis faced discrimination. Players on opposing teams targeted him with rough play that resulted in injuries. “At a game in Toledo in 1905, fans taunted him with racial slurs until the Toledo team captain addressed the crowd and asked them to stop”. A headline for a February 2018 article reads, “Racist Chicago fans yell slurs at black NHL player Devante Smith-Pelly”. Racism is no longer lynchings and a burning cross in your front yard, but over action (Edwards, 15), overreaction (P. Castile, 32) and opportunities lost.

