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133rd General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 475

2019-2020
Representatives Smith, K., Galonski

Cosponsors: Representatives Boyd, Blair, Lepore-Hagan, Sobecki

A  B I L L

To amend sections 111.241, 3505.10, 3513.041, 

3513.257, and 3513.31 and to enact section 

3505.101 of the Revised Code to require a 

candidate for President or Vice-President of the 

United States to submit copies of the 

candidate's five most recent federal income tax 

returns for publication on the Secretary of 

State's official web site.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 111.241, 3505.10, 3513.041, 

3513.257, and 3513.31 be amended and section 3505.101 of the 

Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 111.241. (A) The secretary of state shall not accept 

a document for filing or recording if the document includes any 

individual's social security number or federal tax 

identification number. If a document presented for filing or 

recording includes any individual's social security number or 

federal tax identification number and the secretary of state 

refuses to accept that document for filing or recording, the 
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secretary of state or the person who attempted to file or record 

the document with the secretary of state may immediately redact 

the individual's social security number or federal tax 

identification number from the document. 

(B) Division (A) of this section does not apply to either 

any of the following:

(1) Any document that originates with any court or taxing 

authority;

(2) Any publicly recorded document that is required by 

federal or state law to include an individual's social security 

number or federal tax identification number;

(3)   Any   federal   income   tax   return   filed   with   the   secretary   

of   state   under   section   3505.101   of   the   Revised   Code  .

(C) This section does not apply to documents that were 

executed by an individual prior to the effective date of this 

section   September   1,   2008  . 

Sec. 3505.10. (A) On the presidential ballot below the 

stubs at the top of the face of the ballot shall be printed 

"Official Presidential Ballot" centered between the side edges 

of the ballot. Below "Official Presidential Ballot" shall be 

printed a heavy line centered between the side edges of the 

ballot. Below the line shall be printed "Instruction to Voters" 

centered between the side edges of the ballot, and below those 

words shall be printed the following instructions: 

"(1) To vote for the candidates for president and vice-

president whose names are printed below, record your vote in the 

manner provided next to the names of such candidates. That 

recording of the vote will be counted as a vote for each of the 

candidates for presidential elector whose names have been 
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certified to the secretary of state and who are members of the 

same political party as the nominees for president and vice-

president. A recording of the vote for independent candidates 

for president and vice-president shall be counted as a vote for 

the presidential electors filed by such candidates with the 

secretary of state.

(2) To vote for candidates for president and vice-

president in the blank space below, record your vote in the 

manner provided and write the names of your choice for president 

and vice-president under the respective headings provided for 

those offices. Such write-in will be counted as a vote for the 

candidates' presidential electors whose names have been properly 

certified to the secretary of state.

(3) If you tear, soil, deface, or erroneously mark this 

ballot, return it to the precinct election officers or, if you 

cannot return it, notify the precinct election officers, and 

obtain another ballot."

(B) Below those instructions to the voter shall be printed 

a single vertical column of enclosed rectangular spaces equal in 

number to the number of presidential candidates plus one 

additional space for write-in candidates. Each of those 

rectangular spaces shall be enclosed by a heavy line along each 

of its four sides, and such spaces shall be separated from each 

other by one-half inch of open space.

In each of those enclosed rectangular spaces, except the 

space provided for write-in candidates, shall be printed the 

names of the candidates for president and vice-president 

certified to the secretary of state or nominated in one of the 

following manners:
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(1) Nominated by the national convention of a political 

party to which delegates and alternates were elected in this 

state at the next preceding primary election. A political party 

certifying candidates so nominated shall certify the names of 

those candidates to the secretary of state on or before the 

ninetieth day before the day of the general election.   The   

federal   income   tax   returns   required   under   section   3505.101   of   

the   Revised   Code   shall   accompany   the   certification.  

(2) Nominated by nominating petition in accordance with 

section 3513.257 of the Revised Code. Such a petition shall be 

filed on or before the ninetieth day before the day of the 

general election to provide sufficient time to verify the 

sufficiency and accuracy of signatures on it.   The   federal   income   

tax   returns   required   under   section   3505.101   of   the   Revised   Code   

shall   accompany   the   petition.  

(3) Certified to the secretary of state for placement on 

the presidential ballot by authorized officials of a minor 

political party that has held a state or national convention for 

the purpose of choosing those candidates or that may, without a 

convention, certify those candidates in accordance with the 

procedure authorized by its party rules. The officials shall 

certify the names of those candidates to the secretary of state 

on or before the ninetieth day before the day of the general 

election. The certification shall be accompanied by a 

designation of a sufficient number of presidential electors to 

satisfy the requirements of law   and   by   the   federal   income   tax   

returns   required   under   section   3505.101   of   the   Revised   Code  .

The names of candidates for electors of president and 

vice-president shall not be placed on the ballot, but shall be 

certified to the secretary of state as required by sections 
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3513.11 and 3513.257 of the Revised Code. A vote for any 

candidates for president and vice-president shall be a vote for 

the electors of those candidates whose names have been certified 

to the secretary of state.

(C) The arrangement of the printing in each of the 

enclosed rectangular spaces shall be substantially as follows: 

Near the top and centered within the rectangular space shall be 

printed "For President" in ten-point boldface upper and lower 

case type. Below "For President" shall be printed the name of 

the candidate for president in twelve-point boldface upper case 

type. Below the name of the candidate for president shall be 

printed the name of the political party by which that candidate 

for president was nominated in eight-point lightface upper and 

lower case type. Below the name of such political party shall be 

printed "For Vice-President" in ten-point boldface upper and 

lower case type. Below "For Vice-President" shall be printed the 

name of the candidate for vice-president in twelve-point 

boldface upper case type. Below the name of the candidate for 

vice-president shall be printed the name of the political party 

by which that candidate for vice-president was nominated in 

eight-point lightface upper and lower case type. Except for 

candidates nominated by petition under section 3517.012 of the 

Revised Code, no political identification or name of any 

political party shall be printed below the names of presidential 

and vice-presidential candidates nominated by petition.

The rectangular spaces on the ballot described in this 

section shall be rotated and printed as provided in section 

3505.03 of the Revised Code.

Sec.   3505.101.   (A)   Except   as   otherwise   provided   in   

division   (B)   of   this   section,   all   of   the   following   filings   
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concerning   candidates   for   president   and   vice-president   of   the   

United   States   shall   be   accompanied   by   copies   of   each   candidate's   

federal   income   tax   returns   for   each   of   the   five   most   recent   

taxable   years   for   which   the   candidate   filed   a   return   with   the   

internal   revenue   service,   along   with   a   statement   signed   by   the   

candidate,   on   a   form   prescribed   by   the   secretary   of   state,   

consenting   to   the   publication   of   the   returns   in   accordance   with   

this   section:  

(1)   A   political   party's   certification   of   the   names   of   its   

candidates   for   president   and   vice-president   of   the   United   States   

under   division   (B)(1)   or   (3)   of   section   3505.10   of   the   Revised   

Code;

(2)   A   nominating   petition   filed   by   independent   joint   

candidates   for   the   offices   of   president   and   vice-president   of   

the   United   States   under   section   3513.257   of   the   Revised   Code;  

(3)   A   declaration   of   intent   to   be   a   write-in   candidate   

filed   by   joint   candidates   for   president   and   vice-president   of   

the   United   States   under   section   3513.041   of   the   Revised   Code;  

(4)   A   certification   of   the   name   of   a   candidate   for   

president   or   vice-president   of   the   United   States   who   has   been   

selected   to   fill   a   ballot   vacancy   under   section   3513.31   of   the   

Revised   Code.  

(B)(1)   If   a   candidate   for   president   or   vice-president   of   

the   United   States   has   not   filed   federal   income   tax   returns   with   

the   internal   revenue   service   for   five   or   more   taxable   years   

during   the   candidate's   lifetime,   the   filing   described   in   

division   (A)   of   this   section   shall   be   accompanied   by   a   statement   

of   that   fact,   signed   by   the   candidate,   on   a   form   prescribed   by   

the   secretary   of   state,   along   with   copies   of   every   federal   
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income   tax   return   the   candidate   has   filed   with   the   internal   

revenue   service.  

(2)   A   federal   income   tax   return   submitted   under   division   

(A)   of   this   section   may   exclude   any   social   security   number;   

individual   taxpayer   identification   number;   adoption   taxpayer   

identification   number;   bank   account,   debit   card,   credit   card,   or   

other   financial   account   number;   or   other   information   that   is   

excluded   from   the   definition   of   a   public   record   under   section   

149.43   of   the   Revised   Code.   The   return   shall   not   exclude   any   

other   information.  

(C)   Not   later   than   seven   days   after   receiving   a   federal   

income   tax   return   under   division   (A)   of   this   section,   the   

secretary   of   state   shall   redact   from   the   return   all   of   the   

information   listed   in   division   (B)(2)   of   this   section   and   make   

the   redacted   return   available   to   the   public   on   the   secretary   of   

state's   official   web   site.  

(D)   A   certification,   nominating   petition,   or   declaration   

of   intent   to   be   a   write-in   candidate   described   in   division   (A)   

of   this   section   is   not   valid   if   it   is   not   accompanied   by   the   

federal   income   tax   returns   required   under   that   division.   If   a   

presidential   or   vice-presidential   candidate's   federal   income   tax   

returns   have   not   been   submitted   in   accordance   with   this   section,   

the   candidate's   name   shall   not   appear   on   the   ballot   and   shall   

not   be   a   valid   selection   as   a   write-in   candidate.  

(E)   As   used   in   this   section,   "return"   has   the   same   meaning   

as   in   26   U.S.C.   6103.  

Sec. 3513.041. A write-in space shall be provided on the 

ballot for every office, except in an election for which the 

board of elections has received no valid declarations of intent 
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to be a write-in candidate under this section. Write-in votes 

shall not be counted for any candidate who has not filed a 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate pursuant to 

this section. A qualified person who has filed a declaration of 

intent may receive write-in votes at either a primary or general 

election. Any candidate shall file a declaration of intent to be 

a write-in candidate before four p.m. of the seventy-second day 

preceding the election at which such candidacy is to be 

considered. If the election is to be determined by electors of a 

county or a district or subdivision within the county, such 

declaration shall be filed with the board of elections of that 

county. If the election is to be determined by electors of a 

subdivision located in more than one county, such declaration 

shall be filed with the board of elections of the county in 

which the major portion of the population of such subdivision is 

located. If the election is to be determined by electors of a 

district comprised of more than one county but less than all of 

the counties of the state, such declaration shall be filed with 

the board of elections of the most populous county in such 

district. Any candidate for an office to be voted upon by 

electors throughout the entire state shall file a declaration of 

intent to be a write-in candidate with the secretary of state 

before four p.m. of the seventy-second day preceding the 

election at which such candidacy is to be considered. In 

addition, candidates for president and vice-president of the 

United States shall also file with the secretary of state by 

that seventy-second day a slate of presidential electors 

sufficient in number to satisfy the requirements of the United 

States constitution   and   the   federal   income   tax   returns   required   

under   section   3505.101   of   the   Revised   Code  . 

A board of elections shall not accept for filing the 
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declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate of a person 

seeking to become a candidate if that person, for the same 

election, has already filed a declaration of candidacy, a 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a 

nominating petition, or has become a candidate through party 

nomination at a primary election or by the filling of a vacancy 

under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code, for any 

federal, state, or county office, if the declaration of intent 

to be a write-in candidate is for a state or county office, or 

for any municipal or township office, for member of a city, 

local, or exempted village board of education, or for member of 

a governing board of an educational service center, if the 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate is for a 

municipal or township office, or for member of a city, local, or 

exempted village board of education, or for member of a 

governing board of an educational service center.

No person shall file a declaration of intent to be a 

write-in candidate for the office of governor unless the 

declaration also shows the intent of another person to be a 

write-in candidate for the office of lieutenant governor. No 

person shall file a declaration of intent to be a write-in 

candidate for the office of lieutenant governor unless the 

declaration also shows the intent of another person to be a 

write-in candidate for the office of governor. No person shall 

file a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate for the 

office of governor or lieutenant governor if the person has 

previously filed a declaration of intent to be a write-in 

candidate to the office of governor or lieutenant governor at 

the same primary or general election. A write-in vote for the 

two candidates who file such a declaration shall be counted as a 

vote for them as joint candidates for the offices of governor 
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and lieutenant governor.

The secretary of state shall not accept for filing the 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate of a person for 

the office of governor unless the declaration also shows the 

intent of another person to be a write-in candidate for the 

office of lieutenant governor, shall not accept for filing the 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate of a person for 

the office of lieutenant governor unless the declaration also 

shows the intent of another person to be a write-in candidate 

for the office of governor, and shall not accept for filing the 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate of a person to 

the office of governor or lieutenant governor if that person, 

for the same election, has already filed a declaration of 

candidacy, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, 

or a nominating petition, or has become a candidate through 

party nomination at a primary election or by the filling of a 

vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code, 

for any other state office or any federal or county office.

Protests against the candidacy of any person filing a 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate may be filed by 

any qualified elector who is eligible to vote in the election at 

which the candidacy is to be considered. The protest shall be in 

writing and shall be filed not later than four p.m. of the 

sixty-seventh day before the day of the election. The protest 

shall be filed with the board of elections with which the 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate was filed. Upon 

the filing of the protest, the board with which it is filed 

shall promptly fix the time for hearing it and shall proceed in 

regard to the hearing in the same manner as for hearings set for 

protests filed under section 3513.05 of the Revised Code. At the 

time fixed, the board shall hear the protest and determine the 
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validity or invalidity of the declaration of intent to be a 

write-in candidate. If the board finds that the candidate is not 

an elector of the state, district, county, or political 

subdivision in which the candidate seeks election to office or 

has not fully complied with the requirements of Title XXXV of 

the Revised Code in regard to the candidate's candidacy, the 

candidate's declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate 

shall be determined to be invalid and shall be rejected; 

otherwise, it shall be determined to be valid. The determination 

of the board is final.

The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of the 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate.

Sec. 3513.257. Each person desiring to become an 

independent candidate for an office for which candidates may be 

nominated at a primary election, except persons desiring to 

become independent joint candidates for the offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor and for the offices of president and 

vice-president of the United States, shall file no later than 

four p.m. of the day before the day of the primary election 

immediately preceding the general election at which such 

candidacy is to be voted for by the voters, a statement of 

candidacy and nominating petition as provided in section 

3513.261 of the Revised Code. Persons desiring to become 

independent joint candidates for the offices of governor and 

lieutenant governor shall file, not later than four p.m. of the 

day before the day of the primary election, one statement of 

candidacy and one nominating petition for the two of them. 

Persons desiring to become independent joint candidates for the 

offices of president and vice-president of the United States 

shall file, not later than four p.m. of the ninetieth day before 

the day of the general election at which the president and vice-
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president are to be elected, one statement of candidacy and one 

nominating petition for the two of them. The prospective 

independent joint candidates' statement of candidacy shall be 

filed with the nominating petition as one instrument. 

The statement of candidacy and separate petition papers of 

each candidate or pair of joint candidates shall be filed at the 

same time as one instrument.

The nominating petition shall contain signatures of 

qualified electors of the district, political subdivision, or 

portion of a political subdivision in which the candidacy is to 

be voted on in an amount to be determined as follows:

(A) If the candidacy is to be voted on by electors 

throughout the entire state, the nominating petition, including 

the nominating petition of independent joint candidates for the 

offices of governor and lieutenant governor, shall be signed by 

no less than five thousand qualified electors, provided that no 

petition shall be accepted for filing if it purports to contain 

more than fifteen thousand signatures.

(B) If the candidacy is to be voted on by electors in any 

district, political subdivision, or part thereof in which less 

than five thousand electors voted for the office of governor at 

the most recent election for that office, the nominating 

petition shall contain signatures of not less than twenty-five 

qualified electors of the district, political subdivision, or 

part thereof, or a number of qualified signatures equal to at 

least five per cent of that vote, if this number is less than 

twenty-five.

(C) If the candidacy is to be voted on by electors in any 

district, political subdivision, or part thereof in which five 
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thousand or more electors voted for the office of governor at 

the most recent election for that office, the nominating 

petition shall contain a number of signatures equal to at least 

one per cent of those electors.

All nominating petitions of candidates for offices to be 

voted on by electors throughout the entire state shall be filed 

in the office of the secretary of state. No nominating petition 

for the offices of president and vice-president of the United 

States shall be accepted for filing unless there is submitted to 

the secretary of state, at the time of filing the petition, a 

slate of presidential electors sufficient in number to satisfy 

the requirement of the United States Constitution   and   the   

federal   income   tax   returns   required   under   section   3505.101   of   

the   Revised   Code  . The secretary of state shall not accept for 

filing the statement of candidacy of a person who desires to be 

an independent candidate for the office of governor unless it 

also shows the joint candidacy of a person who desires to be an 

independent candidate for the office of lieutenant governor, 

shall not accept for filing the statement of candidacy of a 

person who desires to be an independent candidate for the office 

of lieutenant governor unless it also shows the joint candidacy 

of a person who desires to be an independent candidate for the 

office of governor, and shall not accept for filing the 

statement of candidacy of a person who desires to be an 

independent candidate to the office of governor or lieutenant 

governor who, for the same election, has already filed a 

declaration of candidacy, a declaration of intent to be a write-

in candidate, or a statement of candidacy, or has become a 

candidate by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of 

the Revised Code for any other state office or any federal or 

county office.
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Nominating petitions of candidates for offices to be voted 

on by electors within a district or political subdivision 

comprised of more than one county but less than all counties of 

the state shall be filed with the boards of elections of that 

county or part of a county within the district or political 

subdivision which had a population greater than that of any 

other county or part of a county within the district or 

political subdivision according to the last federal decennial 

census.

Nominating petitions for offices to be voted on by 

electors within a county or district smaller than a county shall 

be filed with the board of elections for such county.

No petition other than the petition of a candidate whose 

candidacy is to be considered by electors throughout the entire 

state shall be accepted for filing if it appears on its face to 

contain more than three times the minimum required number of 

signatures. A board of elections shall not accept for filing a 

nominating petition of a person seeking to become a candidate if 

that person, for the same election, has already filed a 

declaration of candidacy, a declaration of intent to be a write-

in candidate, or a nominating petition, or has become a 

candidate by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of 

the Revised Code for any federal, state, or county office, if 

the nominating petition is for a state or county office, or for 

any municipal or township office, for member of a city, local, 

or exempted village board of education, or for member of a 

governing board of an educational service center, if the 

nominating petition is for a municipal or township office, or 

for member of a city, local, or exempted village board of 

education, or for member of a governing board of an educational 

service center. When a petition of a candidate has been accepted 
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for filing by a board of elections, the petition shall not be 

deemed invalid if, upon verification of signatures contained in 

the petition, the board of elections finds the number of 

signatures accepted exceeds three times the minimum number of 

signatures required. A board of elections may discontinue 

verifying signatures when the number of verified signatures on a 

petition equals the minimum required number of qualified 

signatures.

Any nonjudicial candidate who files a nominating petition 

may request, at the time of filing, that the candidate be 

designated on the ballot as a nonparty candidate or as an other-

party candidate, or may request that the candidate's name be 

placed on the ballot without any designation. Any such candidate 

who fails to request a designation either as a nonparty 

candidate or as an other-party candidate shall have the 

candidate's name placed on the ballot without any designation.

The purpose of establishing a filing deadline for 

independent candidates prior to the primary election immediately 

preceding the general election at which the candidacy is to be 

voted on by the voters is to recognize that the state has a 

substantial and compelling interest in protecting its electoral 

process by encouraging political stability, ensuring that the 

winner of the election will represent a majority of the 

community, providing the electorate with an understandable 

ballot, and enhancing voter education, thus fostering informed 

and educated expressions of the popular will in a general 

election. The filing deadline for independent candidates 

required in this section prevents splintered parties and 

unrestrained factionalism, avoids political fragmentation, and 

maintains the integrity of the ballot. The deadline, one day 

prior to the primary election, is the least drastic or 

410

411

412

413

414

415

416

417

418

419

420

421

422

423

424

425

426

427

428

429

430

431

432

433

434

435

436

437

438

439

440



H. B. No. 475 Page 16
As Introduced

restrictive means of protecting these state interests. The 

general assembly finds that the filing deadline for independent 

candidates in primary elections required in this section is 

reasonably related to the state's purpose of ensuring fair and 

honest elections while leaving unimpaired the political, voting, 

and associational rights secured by the first and fourteenth 

amendments to the United States Constitution.

Sec. 3513.31. (A) If a person nominated in a primary 

election as a candidate for election at the next general 

election, whose candidacy is to be submitted to the electors of 

the entire state, withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified 

as that candidate under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, 

the vacancy in the party nomination so created may be filled by 

the state central committee of the major political party that 

made the nomination at the primary election, if the committee's 

chairperson and secretary certify the name of the person 

selected to fill the vacancy by the time specified in this 

division, at a meeting called for that purpose. The meeting 

shall be called by the chairperson of that committee, who shall 

give each member of the committee at least two days' notice of 

the time, place, and purpose of the meeting. If a majority of 

the members of the committee are present at the meeting, a 

majority of those present may select a person to fill the 

vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the meeting shall 

certify in writing and under oath to the secretary of state, not 

later than the eighty-sixth day before the day of the general 

election, the name of the person selected to fill the vacancy. 

The certification must be accompanied by the written acceptance 

of the nomination by the person whose name is certified. A 

vacancy in a party nomination that may be filled by a minor 

political party shall be filled in accordance with the party's 
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rules by authorized officials of the party. Certification must 

be made as in the manner provided for a major political party. 

(B) If a person nominated in a primary election as a party 

candidate for election at the next general election, whose 

candidacy is to be submitted to the electors of a district 

comprised of more than one county but less than all of the 

counties of the state, withdraws as that candidate or is 

disqualified as that candidate under section 3513.052 of the 

Revised Code, the vacancy in the party nomination so created may 

be filled by a district committee of the major political party 

that made the nomination at the primary election, if the 

committee's chairperson and secretary certify the name of the 

person selected to fill the vacancy by the time specified in 

this division, at a meeting called for that purpose. The 

district committee shall consist of the chairperson and 

secretary of the county central committee of such political 

party in each county in the district. The district committee 

shall be called by the chairperson of the county central 

committee of such political party of the most populous county in 

the district, who shall give each member of the district 

committee at least two days' notice of the time, place, and 

purpose of the meeting. If a majority of the members of the 

district committee are present at the district committee 

meeting, a majority of those present may select a person to fill 

the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the meeting shall 

certify in writing and under oath to the board of elections of 

the most populous county in the district, not later than four 

p.m. of the eighty-sixth day before the day of the general 

election, the name of the person selected to fill the vacancy. 

The certification must be accompanied by the written acceptance 

of the nomination by the person whose name is certified. A 
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vacancy in a party nomination that may be filled by a minor 

political party shall be filled in accordance with the party's 

rules by authorized officials of the party. Certification must 

be made as in the manner provided for a major political party.

(C) If a person nominated in a primary election as a party 

candidate for election at the next general election, whose 

candidacy is to be submitted to the electors of a county, 

withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that candidate 

under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy in the 

party nomination so created may be filled by the county central 

committee of the major political party that made the nomination 

at the primary election, or by the county executive committee if 

so authorized, if the committee's chairperson and secretary 

certify the name of the person selected to fill the vacancy by 

the time specified in this division, at a meeting called for 

that purpose. The meeting shall be called by the chairperson of 

that committee, who shall give each member of the committee at 

least two days' notice of the time, place, and purpose of the 

meeting. If a majority of the members of the committee are 

present at the meeting, a majority of those present may select a 

person to fill the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the 

meeting shall certify in writing and under oath to the board of 

that county, not later than four p.m. of the eighty-sixth day 

before the day of the general election, the name of the person 

selected to fill the vacancy. The certification must be 

accompanied by the written acceptance of the nomination by the 

person whose name is certified. A vacancy in a party nomination 

that may be filled by a minor political party shall be filled in 

accordance with the party's rules by authorized officials of the 

party. Certification must be made as in the manner provided for 

a major political party.

503

504

505

506

507

508

509

510

511

512

513

514

515

516

517

518

519

520

521

522

523

524

525

526

527

528

529

530

531

532

533



H. B. No. 475 Page 19
As Introduced

(D) If a person nominated in a primary election as a party 

candidate for election at the next general election, whose 

candidacy is to be submitted to the electors of a district 

within a county, withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified 

as that candidate under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, 

the vacancy in the party nomination so created may be filled by 

a district committee consisting of those members of the county 

central committee or, if so authorized, those members of the 

county executive committee in that county of the major political 

party that made the nomination at the primary election who 

represent the precincts or the wards and townships within the 

district, if the committee's chairperson and secretary certify 

the name of the person selected to fill the vacancy by the time 

specified in this division, at a meeting called for that 

purpose. The district committee meeting shall be called by the 

chairperson of the county central committee or executive 

committee, as appropriate, who shall give each member of the 

district committee at least two days' notice of the time, place, 

and purpose of the meeting. If a majority of the members of the 

district committee are present at the district committee 

meeting, a majority of those present may select a person to fill 

the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the district 

committee meeting shall certify in writing and under oath to the 

board of the county, not later than four p.m. of the eighty-

sixth day before the day of the general election, the name of 

the person selected to fill the vacancy. The certification must 

be accompanied by the written acceptance of the nomination by 

the person whose name is certified. A vacancy in a party 

nomination that may be filled by a minor political party shall 

be filled in accordance with the party's rules by authorized 

officials of the party. Certification must be made as in the 

manner provided for a major political party.
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(E) If a person nominated in a primary election as a party 

candidate for election at the next general election, whose 

candidacy is to be submitted to the electors of a subdivision 

within a county, withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified 

as that candidate under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, 

the vacancy in the party nomination so created may be filled by 

a subdivision committee consisting of those members of the 

county central committee or, if so authorized, those members of 

the county executive committee in that county of the major 

political party that made the nomination at that primary 

election who represent the precincts or the wards and townships 

within that subdivision, if the committee's chairperson and 

secretary certify the name of the person selected to fill the 

vacancy by the time specified in this division, at a meeting 

called for that purpose.

The subdivision committee meeting shall be called by the 

chairperson of the county central committee or executive 

committee, as appropriate, who shall give each member of the 

subdivision committee at least two days' notice of the time, 

place, and purpose of the meeting. If a majority of the members 

of the subdivision committee are present at the subdivision 

committee meeting, a majority of those present may select a 

person to fill the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the 

subdivision committee meeting shall certify in writing and under 

oath to the board of the county, not later than four p.m. of the 

eighty-sixth day before the day of the general election, the 

name of the person selected to fill the vacancy. The 

certification must be accompanied by the written acceptance of 

the nomination by the person whose name is certified. A vacancy 

in a party nomination that may be filled by a minor political 

party shall be filled in accordance with the party's rules by 
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authorized officials of the party. Certification must be made in 

the manner provided for a major political party.

(F) If a person nominated by petition as an independent or 

nonpartisan candidate for election at the next general election 

withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that candidate 

under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy so 

created may be filled by a majority of the committee of five, as 

designated on the candidate's nominating petition, if a member 

of that committee certifies in writing and under oath to the 

election officials with whom the candidate filed the candidate's 

nominating petition, not later than the eighty-sixth day before 

the day of the general election, the name of the person selected 

to fill the vacancy. The certification shall be accompanied by 

the written acceptance of the nomination by the person whose 

name is certified and shall be made in the manner provided for a 

major political party.

(G) If a person nominated in a primary election or 

nominated by petition under section 3517.012 of the Revised Code 

as a party candidate for election at the next general election 

dies, the vacancy so created may be filled by the same committee 

in the same manner as provided in this section for the filling 

of similar vacancies created by withdrawals or disqualifications 

under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, except that the 

certification, when filling a vacancy created by death, may not 

be filed with the secretary of state, or with a board of the 

most populous county of a district, or with the board of a 

county in which the major portion of the population of a 

subdivision is located, later than four p.m. of the tenth day 

before the day of such general election, or with any other board 

later than four p.m. of the fifth day before the day of such 

general election.
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(H) If a person nominated by petition as an independent or 

nonpartisan candidate for election at the next general election 

dies prior to the tenth day before the day of that general 

election, the vacancy so created may be filled by a majority of 

the committee of five designated in the nominating petition to 

represent the candidate named in it. To fill the vacancy a 

member of the committee shall, not later than four p.m. of the 

fifth day before the day of the general election, file with the 

election officials with whom the petition nominating the person 

was filed, a certificate signed and sworn to under oath by a 

majority of the members, designating the person they select to 

fill the vacancy. The certification must be accompanied by the 

written acceptance of the nomination by the person whose name is 

so certified.

(I) If a person holding an elective office dies or resigns 

subsequent to the one hundred fifteenth day before the day of a 

primary election and prior to the eighty-sixth day before the 

day of the next general election, and if, under the laws of this 

state, a person may be elected at that general election to fill 

the unexpired term of the person who has died or resigned, the 

appropriate committee of each political party, acting as in the 

case of a vacancy in a party nomination, as provided in 

divisions (A) to (D) of this section, may select a person as the 

party candidate for election for such unexpired term at that 

general election, and certify the person's name to the 

appropriate election official not later than four p.m. on the 

eighty-sixth day before the day of that general election, or on 

the tenth day following the day on which the vacancy occurs, 

whichever is later. When the vacancy occurs on or subsequent to 

the eighty-sixth day and six or more days prior to the fortieth 

day before the general election, the appropriate committee may 
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select a person as the party candidate and certify the person's 

name, as provided in the preceding sentence, not later than four 

p.m. on the tenth day following the day on which the vacancy 

occurs. When the vacancy occurs fewer than six days before the 

fortieth day before the general election, the deadline for 

filing shall be four p.m. on the thirty-sixth day before the 

general election. Thereupon the name shall be printed as the 

party candidate under proper titles and in the proper place on 

the proper ballots for use at the election. If a person has been 

nominated in a primary election or nominated by petition under 

section 3517.012 of the Revised Code, the authorized committee 

of that political party shall not select and certify a person as 

the party candidate.

(J) Each person desiring to become an independent 

candidate to fill the unexpired term shall file a statement of 

candidacy and nominating petition, as provided in section 

3513.261 of the Revised Code, with the appropriate election 

official not later than four p.m. on the tenth day following the 

day on which the vacancy occurs, provided that when the vacancy 

occurs fewer than six days before the fifty-sixth day before the 

general election, the deadline for filing shall be four p.m. on 

the fiftieth day before the general election. The nominating 

petition shall contain at least seven hundred fifty signatures 

and no more than one thousand five hundred signatures of 

qualified electors of the district, political subdivision, or 

portion of a political subdivision in which the office is to be 

voted upon, or the amount provided for in section 3513.257 of 

the Revised Code, whichever is less.

(K) When a person nominated as a candidate by a political 

party in a primary election or by nominating petition for an 

elective office for which candidates are nominated at a party 
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primary election withdraws, dies, or is disqualified under 

section 3513.052 of the Revised Code prior to the general 

election, the appropriate committee of any other major political 

party or committee of five that has not nominated a candidate 

for that office, or whose nominee as a candidate for that office 

has withdrawn, died, or been disqualified without the vacancy so 

created having been filled, may, acting as in the case of a 

vacancy in a party nomination or nomination by petition as 

provided in divisions (A) to (F) of this section, whichever is 

appropriate, select a person as a candidate of that party or of 

that committee of five for election to the office.

(L)   A   certification   of   the   name   of   a   candidate   for   

president   or   vice-president   of   the   United   States   who   has   been   

selected   to   fill   a   ballot   vacancy   under   this   section   shall   be   

accompanied   by   the   federal   income   tax   returns   required   under   

section   3505.101   of   the   Revised   Code.  

Section 2. That existing sections 111.241, 3505.10, 

3513.041, 3513.257, and 3513.31 of the Revised Code are hereby 

repealed.
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