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Co-chairmen Oelslager and Callender, Vice-chairman Scherer, Ranking Member
Cera, and members of the House Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity
to provide testimony in support of substitute House Bill (HB) 305, the Fair School
Funding Plan. My name is Maria Rellinger, and [ am the Treasurer/CFO of the Apollo
Career Center in Lima, Ohio. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today.

[ present this testimony not only representing my support for Sub H.B 305 and
Senate Bill 376 (the companion bill in the Senate), but with the support of 104
school district leaders, including superintendents, treasurers/CFOs and other school
district officials in the Northwest Ohio region who have signed on to this testimony.
You can view the full list of those who support this testimony at the end of this
document.

The Cupp-Patterson School Funding Work Group spent the past three years
researching, creating, and simulating a school funding system that would be fair to
all school districts, be reflective of the actual cost to provide a basic education for
students, be explainable to and understandable by taxpayers, and be predictable for
long term planning.

The Work Group, consisting of superintendents and treasurers working with
legislators from both parties, has come up with a plan that is supported by a vast
majority of superintendents and treasurers across the state. The respect and
dedication of this group went above and beyond to formulate what is best for kids.
They selflessly did not focus on their individual districts or specific region of the
state, instead they thought of Ohio students as a whole and crafted how to make
sure every single student was funded for the education they deserve. In addition, 66
representatives co-sponsored House Bill 305 and 15 senators co-sponsored Senate
Bill 376. That speaks volumes as to the support this bill has received across the
state.

It took three years to finally be at the point where the legislature has school funding
bills to consider. It does not make sense to postpone this any longer. Nor does it
make sense to have a new funding formula introduced during the upcoming budget
cycle. For many of the past bienniums, school funding has been a topic. The outcome
has been tweaking a formula that has not worked for many decades because there
has not been the time to fully study school funding in depth between the time a
budget bill is introduced and approved. The work has finally been done and the
support is necessary now to ensure the students benefit from this dedication.



Finally a long-term, thoughtful, well-researched and fair formula has been put forth
with many months of providing information to legislators and school officials,
discussing the details and merits, and modifying the formula to address concerns.

This is a standalone bill. During budget deliberations, the focus is on the entire state
budget. This is rare opportunity to consider school funding on its own merit. Having
a school funding framework prior to the budget process makes sense. The
legislature then could focus on the other important pieces of the budget without
having to again consider the enormous task of how to fund schools. This has been
done with Sub. H.B. 305 and Senate Bill 376.

Now is the time to pass the Fair Funding School Plan. Now is the time to provide a
school funding framework that is fair to districts all across the state of Ohio. Now is
the time to make sure that Ohio school children have the opportunity to obtain a
high-quality education no matter where they attend school.

[ ask you, along with 104 school district leaders from Northwest Ohio, to come
together and successfully pass Sub H.B. 305 and Senate Bill 376. Thank you for your
time and support of todays students and future generations to come.
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