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Chairman Stein, Chairman O’Brien, my name is Tyler Duvelius. I serve as the Executive Director of the 
Ohio Conservative Energy Forum. I am here today to testify in opposition to House Bill 6, as introduced. 
 
While working toward reduced carbon emissions in Ohio is a laudable goal, and one that we certainly 
all desire, OHCEF views a diverse energy portfolio as a conduit for economic growth, military might, 
and Ohio-led innovative progress. OHCEF has long acknowledged the importance of coal, natural gas, 
and nuclear energy in Ohio, but we also recognize the need for a diversified energy portfolio that is 
inclusive of new, renewable energy generation. 
 
The introduction of this bill provides an important opportunity to recognize the value of a genuine, all-
of-the-above energy policy in Ohio. Unfortunately, as introduced, HB 6 stops short of taking advantage 
of an opportunity to remove government regulations that are blocking the development of new sources 
of generation and the opportunities to create jobs, spur economic development, and increase revenue 
for local schools and communities. Ohio’s energy portfolio should not be focused on creating new, 
government-run, tax and spend programs, but rather on trimming back existing government regulation 
- such as the current wind setback.  
 
The cost of renewable energy has declined dramatically in recent years thanks to innovation-driven, 
free-market based technological advances. I have attached to my written testimony a report from 
Lazard, a top financial and asset advisory firm. This report seeks to create a “levelized” cost of energy 
by removing any subsidies (Exhibit 1). As you can see, the chart shows wind and solar energy 
competing with, and often beating, traditional sources of energy generation. The levelized cost of wind 
and solar hover around 6 cents per kilowatt hour (Exhibit 2). The removal of burdensome government 
regulations would allow renewable energy to compete fairly with other generation sources while 
unleashing economic benefits.  
 
Any bill that tackles energy generation from a genuine, all-of-the-above perspective must include a 
revision to the current wind setback. Not including a revision to the setback is a missed opportunity to 
correct a burdensome government regulation that is impeding economic growth and restricting property 
rights for landowners. A poll of Ohio conservative voters by Public Opinion Strategies, commissioned 
by OHCEF, found that 75 percent of Ohio conservatives support a reasonable fix to the wind setback.  
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The same poll found 82 percent of Ohio conservatives support “allowing utility customers who generate 
their power for being compensated for generating more than they can use”. With that in mind, it’s time 
to take a look at implementing distributed generation policies that strengthen property owners’ rights to 
generate energy on their land.  
 
The inclusion of policies like these would provide the opportunity for local communities to create jobs, 
grow school funding, and spur economic development. To attempt to quantify this, the creation of sound 
energy policy would bring more than 13,000 new jobs, nearly $4 billion in capital investments, and 
$17.2 million in annual, local tax payments. In addition to these benefits, $16.9 million per year would 
be paid directly to Ohio landowners (Exhibit 3).  
 
Finally, in a report released earlier this month by Clean Jobs Midwest (Exhibit 4), more than 112,000 
Ohioans are employed by the clean energy industry. This is an increase of 4.6% from last year. 75% 
of these jobs are in construction and manufacturing. 11.4% of Ohio clean energy jobs, nearly 13,000 in 
total, are filled by veterans.  
 
It is important to note that there are over 81,000 jobs in the energy efficiency sector. HB 6 would 
effectively eliminate the Energy Efficiency Resource Standard. OHCEF’s support for energy efficiency 
comes from a self-evident principle – conservatives conserve. It should be no surprise that 
conservatives across Ohio agree. A whopping 83 percent of Ohio conservatives would support 
“requiring Ohio’s utilities to provide cost-effective programs through which customers can market 
energy upgrades to their homes and businesses”. 
 
From 2009 to 2017, the EERS has saved Ohio more than 49 million megawatt hours of electricity. Our 
families, businesses, and churches have saved more than $5.1 billion on their electricity bills. In fact, 
according to the Midwest Energy Efficiency Association, for every $1 that was invested on energy 
efficiency programs in 2017, $2.65 in benefits for Ohio residents and businesses were created (Exhibit 
5). Let’s not discard energy policies that are working.  
 
If Ohio is to attract and retain 21st Century jobs while continuing to add reliable, blue-collar, renewable 
energy jobs, we must have forward-thinking policies that remove regulation and increase the generation 
of made-in-Ohio energy. A diverse, innovation-led, all-of-the-above energy portfolio should be 
committed to the new generation of renewable energy that works in concert with coal, natural gas, and 
nuclear energy. This will ultimately save consumers money, create jobs, and strengthen our overall 
economy. In doing so, Ohio will be well positioned for future economic success while we build a stronger 
Ohio for our children to inherit. 
 
I am confident that a comprehensive, all-of-the-above energy policy that lifts all communities across 
our great state can be crafted. I hope the committee will take policies like these into consideration as 
the legislative process proceeds. 
 
Thank you for your time. I am happy to answer any questions the committee may have. 
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Exhibit 1: Lazard’s Levelized Cost of Energy Report 

 
 
Source: https://www.lazard.com/media/450784/lazards-levelized-cost-of-energy-version-120-
vfinal.pdf 
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Exhibit 2: Cost of Renewable Energy 
 

 
 
Source: http://renewable-energysources.com/#2 
 
Department of Energy Report: https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/aeo/pdf/electricity_generation.pdf 
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Exhibit 3: Opportunities for Economic Growth 
 

 
 
Source: A Renewable America Economic Development Report, May 2017 
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Exhibit 4: Clean Jobs Midwest Report 
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Source: https://www.cleanjobsmidwest.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Ohio_CJM-Exec-Summary-
FINAL.pdf 
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Exhibit 5: Midwest Energy Efficiency Association Energy and Bill Savings Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: http://www.mwalliance.org/resources/meea-publications?f%5B0%5D=state%3A107 


